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Chapter 1
The Mysterious Voice

I t was the year 1881. The Paris Opera House was
very busy. The opera Faust was playing and the
last show of the night had just ended. Everyone was

clapping and cheering for the new singer, Christine
Daae.

Christine could not believe how well the night had
gone. It was the first time she had ever played Mar-
garita. The actress who usually played Margarita had
suddenly become ill. At the last minute, young
Christine was forced to take her place.
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Christine did a wonderful job and the audience
loved her. Many said she had the voice of an angel.

Her success surprised the audience. They wanted
to know why she had only been given small parts.
“Such a talented singer should deserve the lead role, ~
they thought.

The cast of the Faust and the opera staff were
puzzled as well. No one remembered Christine get-
ting a new music teacher.

“She sang like a rooster just six months ago,
someone said.

While the rest of theater continued to talk about
Christine, one young man was hurrying towards her
dressing room. His name was Raoul, the Vicomte de
Chagny. He watched her collapse at the end of the
finale, and was greatly concerned.
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Now, he rushed to her room to see if she was all
right. He found a crowd of young men gathered
around her room. He asked the Doctor if it might be
better if Christine had a little more privacy. The
doctor immediately cleared the room, leaving only
himself, Raoul, and Christine’s maid.

Raoul was overjoyed when Christine came fo. He
knelt down by her chair, and whispered, “Madem-
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oiselle, I must speak to you in private. It’s very

important. ”

“1" m sorry, Monsieur, " she replied. “I’ m very
tired. We can speak later. ”
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“Yes, Yes, please leave, Monsieur, ” interjected
the doctor. “I'1l attend to Miss Daae. ”

“Good doctor, I'm not ill. 1 would like to be left
alone, please. ~ Christine said very firmly.

Raoul, however, was very eager to speak with
Christine. He waited silently by her door. He hoped
she might come out to say goodbye to the old theater
owners, Messieurs Debienne and Poligny. They
were returning tonight. Ownership of the opera house
was being handed over to MM. Firmin Richard and
Armand Moncharmin.
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