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INTRODUCTION |

This is a book about everyday conversational
English. It is breezy, colloquial, American-——and very
useful. 7

We all know that Studying a language in a
classroom is one 'thing.Understanding and " re-
sponding to what people say in informal speech is
another. Everyone who leaves home, whether a tour-
ist, a student or a business person, knows mastering
a foreign language requires different skills. Reading
1s one. Spea‘king is another, and so is understanding.
Finally, there is responding in kind, using the same
language as everyone else. _ '

This is the skill ignored in the classroom, learn-
ing the language of casual everyday speech with its
oddities, its shortcuts and its color. It is to this lan-
guage this book is addressed, the language of ordina-
ry talk with its colloquialisms, its shortcuts, its
bluntness and vigor.

This is not the way people write English. Nor is
it the way they speak formally. It is, however, the
language people hear and use in college libraries, air
_terminals, cafcterias, at their jobs - the language
most pcople use most of the time. It is the language




of people dealing with each other in a friendly and
casual way. ,

So, after studying the verbs and the tenses and
the vowels, spend time studying the informal and col-
loquial language everyone speaks, the language ever-
yone needs to understand and use to make their way
away from home. ‘

Epworth Marsden
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How’s everything with you?

How arc you getting on?

Hello. :

Good morning.

How’s your wife?

How about your husband?

Xiao Zhéng, this is my friend, Jane.
What's your name? '

What's your job?

Where are you from, Mary? A

Miss Chen is getting on very well at the TV universi-
ty. .

How’s everything at the TV university?
Good afternoon.

How’s your father?

This is my daughter.

Goodbye! See you soon.

Unit2 Introductions

Lesson3 What do you do for a living
Dialogue 1 B

A

What do you do for a living?

: T teach at Beijing University.
: What do you teach?
: Iteach English.
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Unit1  Greetings

Lesson1 How are you doing?
Dialogue 1
A: Hi, John.
Hi, Mark, How arc you doing?
Fine. And you? .
Great. What’s happening with you these days?

>w >

Nothing much. I’m just taking onc day at a time.
~ B: That's O.K. Everybody clsc docs, too. Sce you later.
Dialoguc 2 ‘
A: Hi. How’s it going?
B: Pretty good. Yoursclf?
Kccping busy. How’s your business?
So—so. )

> w2

How about a drink tonight?
B: Fine. What time do you want to make it?
Dialogue 3
Hello, Bob.
Hi, Gary. How are you _doing'?
Fine. I haven’t scen you in ages.
T’ve been traveling a lot this past year.
That sounds exciting.

we>wrw 2

Not really. I miss the comforts of home.
Function
A: How are you doing?



