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Unit One

Pandemonium Millennium
By Kevin Phillips

There have been fin de siécle jitters in every century since the
1490s. As the countdown for the year 2000 begins, the pace of
change can only accelerate. Hold on to your hats.

Washington et no one underestimate the millennial wave® that will sweep the West over
the next three years. Our coming psycho-voyage to the year 2000 stands to be among the
world’s most important cultural, economic and political phenomena. ?

Plans for jet-setter parties on supersonic aircraft® following the New Year from time
zone to time zone, or to catch the first glimpse of the sun from Mount Hakepa in the Pacific
just west of the International Date Line are only the superficial glitz. And the heavy-metal
lyrics and art exhibits already symbolizing the millennium with images of imminent apoca-
lypse are more gloomy than rational. * But there is a real significance in psychological atten-
tion to the year 2000 already apparent. Precedents suggest that this is a mood in which
crises, wars, panics and revolutions could all intensify.

Since at least the 1490s, the ends of centuries have been times of speeded-up history,
events and consciousness’ in the West, and the added religious and cultural importance of the
millennium to Christianity should treble or quadruple the impact in the years just ahead. Be-
lief in a millennial experience that will bring Christ to reign again on Earth, based on the
Bible’s Book of Revelations,® has recurred in Christianity since the early days, with particu-
lar importance in the religious revivals of the English-speaking world. The Catholic Church,
in turn, has made 2000 a jubilee year, and the Adventists and several other conservative, e-
vangelical bodies take the occasion even more seriously.

But the larger impact will be in the variable mix of optimism, pessimism, guilt and he-
donism that constitutes popular culture. When Dec. 31, 1999 gives way to midnight,’ Ice-
land plans to light bonfires, Britain to have a nationwide pealing of bells and New York to
turn Times Square® into an extravaganza of TV screens showing festivities in all 24 time
zones. The psychplogical countdown has already begun not just in the giant digital clock that
the Irish have sunk in Dublin’s River Liffrey,® to set off a giant fireworks display three years
hence, but in Western minds and moods. :

It stands to reason that January, 1997 not January 1996, would be the jumping-off
point, especially in the world’s communications nerve-center, the United States. This coun-
try, at least, had to get past its quadrennial preoccupation with choosing a president. ’* And
anticipation of a millennium was incompatible with serious discussion of whether Bob Dole"
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or Lamar Alexander would come in second in New Hampshire or whether Sen. Phil Gramm
(R-Tex)' had a national future. Now President Bill Clinton is riding a limited wave of na-
tional optimism'— which makes for a perfect transmon into the potentlal importance of the
21st century and the 3rd millennium. ‘ .

Too much emphasis on the religious side of the event can smack of crackpotism. As the
year 1000 rolled around, the bishops and religious leaders who led their flocks to mountain-
tops or seasides‘to await some expected development ‘were ‘disappuinted. : Presumably, this
will also.be the fate of preachers and cult leaders who take followers into the Idaho moun-
tains or to the California beaches for the day of judgment three years hence.

What can be predicted is the intensifying recurrence in the next three years of the end-

of-the-century ‘pandemonium that has been present on so many dimensions in past

“nineties”*— from the 1490s down to the 1890s — and whlch we can already see in our own
hurtling decade.

Societies of the *90s become anticipatory — sometimes happily, sometimes not. ' Coun-
tries that have been the dominant global force in the century coming to a close — Spain in the
1590s, Holland in the 1690s, France in the 1790s and Britain in the 1890s — often dwell on
the negative, analyzing the social or economic decay apparent and the potential for the next
century to bring tougher times. }* Worried Britons of the 1890s saw their leadership in danger
of slipping away, as many Americans do now. From Paris to Vienna, Europe made the term
“ fin de siécle” a synonym for 1890s disillusionment. '

Conversely, societies about to shine in the next century begin to taste and anticipate
those glories in the *90s. !’ Spain certainly did in the 1490s, when Ferdinand® and Isabella!®
completed the reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula? from the Moors® even as they commis-
sioned Christopher Columbus to explore a new empire in the Western Hemisphere. The U-
mted States was in a similar mood of excitement in 1893, when the World Columbian Exposi-
tion? in Chicago, a sort of world’s fair, produced an extraordinary surge of national energy,
crystallizing Americans’ belief that the next century would be an American century — as it

was. %

This accelerating interplay of ambitions and jitters has a record of stimulating wars —
and revolutions ,2‘ The French Revolution began in 1789, and by 1800 had turned into ‘the
Napoleonic wars. * The countdown to the wars and revolutions of the early 20th century,
from St. Petersburg and Constantinople to Vienna and Berlin, began in the tumult and ter-
rorism of the 1890s. % Financial chaos often rides along. Back at the turn of this century, the
United States was just coming out of one major financial panic, that of 1893, and heading in-
to another big one, in 1906. Instead of signaling an end to business and economi¢ cycles, thé
“mega-'90s” could easily see an unexpectedly significant upheaval.

The extent to which American culture, too, may now be on the cusp of millennializing
— of courting and speeding up economic, cultural and political change — is only an “x
factor” rather than a clear map. ¥ But it does suggest certain possibilities. A surprise reaffir-
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mation of America’s 21st century vitality is one; but so is the painful emergence of develop-

ments that may cloud its future.

One could be the emergence of a war from one of the global hot-spots — the Middle
East, Balkans or Far East?®— that have a long history of bloodshed. Such an imbfoglio could
strain U. S. finances and preparedness — just as the 30 Years War® did to 17th-céntury
Spain, and the two world wars to 20th-century Britain. A financial crisis is a second possibil-
ity. Any replay of the panics of 1893 or 1906 would create a third panic — in the executive
suites of mutual funds worried about the trampling effect of a public stampede. *

Still another possibility is that the United States is heading into an era of political up-
heaval and reform. The 1790s and 1890s both began as conservative periods of government
fealty to business and finance. But both concluded amid very different currents; the empow-
erment of Jeffersonian Democracy in the presidential election of 1800; and the populist-pro-
gressive era that followed the late 19th-century Gilded Age. *

Few currently see any such era on the U. S. horizon, but circumstances in the other
English-speaking countries lend support to the idea of a broader pressure. * Potential up-
heaval is everywhere. ** Canada could break up over independence for Quebec. Australia has
been having an off-and-on discussion of shedding the British monarchy and becoming a re-
public. ** Even the British have growing doubts about the monarchy and could change it —
with talk of abolishing the House of Lords in favor of an elected Senate or requiring a nation-
wide, popular referendum as the vehicle for any such sweeping change.

Could anything like this happen in the United States? Not without a multiple crisis of
confidence®®— in the nation’s political leadership, its ethics and the current system of elec-
tions. But elements of that crisis are already recurrent news headlines. *

If we were simply in the final decade of another century, the. chances for the accelera-
tion-of- change consciousness and upheaval over the next several years would be 51gn1f1car1t e-
nough. But with the added millennial ingredient, the ticking digital clock of history is certain
to bring a lot more fireworks than anybody has yet imagined. ¥
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36. But elements of that crisis are already recurrent news headlines.
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37. But with the added millennial ingredient, the ticking digital clock of history is cer-
tain to bring a lot more fireworks than anybody has yet imagined.
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Questions

1. What does the writer of this article think of people’s psycho-voyage to the year 20007
2. What does Iceland plan to do when the midnight of Dec. 31, 1999 comes?

3. When was the jumping-off point? Why was it reasonable in the United States?

4. Where are the global hot-points in the eyes of Western journalists?

5. What has Australia been discussing off-and-on?

6. Can you imagine what the coming millennium will be?




Unit Two

Russia 1996:The People Choose’
By Michael Kramer MOSCOW

This was clearly not what Boris Yeltsin expected. On May 3, a bright and unseasonably
warm day, the President of Russia traveled about 260 km northeast of Moscow to
Yaroslavl,? an industrial city known as part of the “golden ring” of ancient fortified towns
that formed the historic heart of Russia. Before the 10-hour tour, Yeltsin’s campaign han-
dlers described Yaroslavl as “one of the nation’s most stable” places, code for an area pre-
sumed sympathetic to Yeltsin, Yaroslavl was the first town outside the capital that he visited
after the unsuccessful 1993 rebellion®, failed to dislodge him from the Kremlin. Back then,
conditions in the city were improving after decades of shortages, but residents still remem-
bered taking the four-hour “sausage train” to Moscow simply to purchase basic foodstuffs,
and the old Soviet-era joke was retold regularly : “Do you have meat here?” a customer asks.
“No,” says the shopkeeper. “Here we don’t have fish; it’s at the other store that they don’t
have meat.” Yeltsin was nevertheless the triumphant victor over revanchism, and in
Yaroslavl that day he was hailed joyously.

Two and a half years later, with the shops well stocked and the streets clean, a fit and
rested President assumed that a similar reception awaited him — and with it the chance to
demonstrate his appeal beyond the reform-minded enclaves of Moscow and St. Petersburg. *
Instead Yeltsin was clobbered. From his first stop until his last, the cries went up — from
an old woman wagging her finger in the President’s face:“Yes, there’s food in the stores,
but who can afford it?”; from a young factory worker: “Where are our salaries?”; from a
middle-aged electrician: “Our savings are worthless!” More quietly, a well-dressed man
said, “All we ever get from you are promises, but nothing ever happens. ”

Complaints about crime, unemployment, corruption and the growing disparity between
haves and have-nots rounded out the chorus of distress.® By day’s end Yeltsin appeared tired
and beaten. He seemed to have been unaware of the passion of discontent outside Moscow, a
city about as representative of Russia as New York is of America. Yeltsin himself is partly to
blame for being so out of touch. Suffering from an apparently serious heart ailment, the man
many Russians liken to a modern-day czar has for the past two years been a virtual Kremlin
recluse. And his inner circle of aides, forever jockeying for position, seem to have concluded
long ago that bearing bad news to their boss is the least career-enhancing service they can
render. ® Given his insularity, the President’s wide-eyed wonder at the pounding he took in
Yaroslavl was not surprising. “The complaints here,” a dejected Yeltsin told a local televi-
sion interviewer, “they’re everywhere. These weren’t just single cases. The people com-

plained en masse. ”

Russia votes on June 16. Eleven candidates are running for President — an office with
near absolute power — but most observers view the race as between Yeltsin and his Commu-
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nist rival, Gennadi Zyuganov. The stakes are enormous. “Nothing will prevent the forces
that are dreaming of the past from introducing their own rules if they gain power, ” the Presi-
dent said of the Communists recently. That’s right, says Valentin Kuptsov,’ first deputy
chairman of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation: “The choice could not be
greater. We will determine whether Russia is turned completely into a Western vassal con-

trolled by the U.S. or reacquires its status as an independent, great power. ”

This is “one of those rare moments in history when a nation is undergoing a true social
revolution,” says Michael McFaul, a senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment Moscow
Center. *“It is not simply a transition-to-democracy situation, when both sides agree on the
ultimate outcome and contest for the right to lead the way there. In Russia today both camps
seek a zero-sum victory, with no consensus about or commitment to the new rules of the
game in the wake of the ancient regime’s collapse. Everythmg is at stake here, the entire po-
litical , economic and societal makeup of the nation.’

Recent polls have shown Yeltsin pulling even with Zyuganov, or even slightly ahead,’
with the support of about a quarter of the electorate. If no candidate receives more than half
the vote on June 16, a run-off between the two top finishers could be held as early as July 7.
It is in the second round that Yeltsin hopes to win, as those scared that their past may be-
come their future swallow their misgivings and vote for him. Yet even that mathematically
plausible scenario is considered dicey. Talk of postponing the elections is the rage in
Moscow, and serious observers wonder whether Yeltsin would — or should — yield power if
he loses to Zyuganov.

These speculations gain currenéy almost\daily as Yeltsin reaches for ever more apocalyp-
tic “red scare” metaphors. ° When the President says, “I cannot let the forces of the past
come to power; I will resist their comeback in every way,” his aides nod in agreement. “I
know what it would mean for your Western view of democracy,” says Georgi Satarov, a top
Yeltsin aide. “But if there were a chance that Hitler would come to power in America by
winning an election, wouldn’t you be wondering if it wasn’t right to stop that?”

Why would a people so recently freed from totalitarian rule choose a course that could
quickly lead to their renewed oppression? Part of the answer can be found in the abuse
Yeltsin received in Yaroslavl. “A lot of Russians have come to identify various aspects of
what we call reform not with a better future but with hardship,” explains U. S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State (and former Time editor at large) Strobe Talbott,' who oversees the Clinton
Administration’s Russia policy. “Crime and corruption are both broad based and deeply root-
ed,” Talbott says. “They pose huge obstacles to Russia staying on a reformist course. [So]
Russians tend to identify reform not only with hardship but with physical danger and gross
inequity.”*?

Besides these concrete problems, there is also the Russians’ loss of psychological securi-
ty. “If you were viewing Russia from Mars,” says Yuli Guzman, a former liberal member of
Russia’s State Duma,"*“you would have to say life has got better in the last five years. But if
people are living better in objective terms, their. subjective sense is that things have got

0100




