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Papers of the First International 'Cong -

ress on Pre.Qin Chinese Gramm—ar Pr_efaéc

Research insthe field of ancient Chinese grammar ist not only

complex-but also unfortunately divided hetween several highly
specialized fields of interest (phonology, semantics, syntax,

lexicography, epigraphy, etymology — to name only the majar

ones). The large congresses, for financial and organizational '
reasons, provide scant, opportunity fer p;pduc,gi.v,e interdisci-
plinary contacts between representatives of the various fields
.mentioned above. The objective of the First International
Congress on Pre.- Qin Chinese. Grammar, organized, by the
East Asia Seminar of the University of Zurich (Switzerland)
and held there in February 1994, was, nat only ta estabalish
and futher. such contagts between the fields and their repre-
sentatives but- to initiate in.— depth discussions of the major
research preblems. and.to institutionalize feasible forms of in-
terdisciplinary collabgration. ’,‘l:hie,;schp:lar,siazswmbled‘ were all
in agreement that such opportunities were necessary. and.that
the Zurich gathering was, in this respect, a success. Howey-
er, being only a first step, it should be followed up by similar
gatherings in. the near future. -

It is, therefore, with great pleasure that the oxganizers of the
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First International Congress on Pre — Qin Chinese Grammar
can here with announce the publication of that majority of
papers prepared for, or presented on that occasion. This vol-
ume not only demonstrates the vitality and the breadth of the
field, but also most of the problems besetting it in one or the
other respect. These problems are, in fact, typical of many
branches of Chinese studies, but as the field of Ancient Chi-
nese grammar is, as it seems, on the verge of embarking on
new forms of international collaboration, we think it neces-

sary to mention some of the more important ones.

Interdisciplinary approach : We all are aware that special-
ization is an essential and, in part, also inevitable precondi-
tion for advanced research. However, it is also becoming the
Ionger the more apparent that the needs of, and results in
neighbouring fields cannot be ‘ignored (syntactic research, for
example,” must aim at ‘compatability with phonological re-
search, and vite versa). As this generally goes beyond indi-
vidual capacities, we are, ‘as’ a consequence, convinced that
interdisciplinary gatherings and projects will become more and
moré important iff the néar future.” To put it in a nutshell: we
must intensify’ our -¢communication = which leads me to-the

second point. © -

Language competence : In the future, it will be essential that
serious researchers in the field brush up their (Passive) com-

peténée in thé two main languages, Modern Chinese and
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English. As we are dealing with complex material, it is a

great advantage to be able to speak or write in a language one
is basically proficient in —and to be sure that one’s colleagues
are at least able to understand what one is talking (or writ-
ing) about. This not only facilitates direct communication at
gatherings such as in Zurich, it also ensures that major find-
ings or developments in the field get the attention they de-

serve more rapidly and on a larger scale.

Concerpts and terminology: The Zurich gathering, unfortu-
nately, confirmed a long — standing observation that common
ground in matters of terminology and conceptualization is still
difficult to find. This is not only the case between — in sim-
plified terms - ‘Western’ and ‘Eastern’ scientific traditions,
but also between researchers adhering to different theoretical
positions. We are aware that the tensions created by such
differences can have a considerable positive effect, especially
when efforts are made to reconcile them on a higher level,
thus advancing our knowledge in significant ways. But these
differences can, and often still do, also adversely affect
progress in the field when the respective positions are de-
fended in scientifically or culturally dogmatic and biased

ways.

We hope that the intensified exchange of research results
within the community of international scholars will contribute

to the solution of such problems and that further progress will
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be made in the study of old stages of the Chinese language.

May this volume, the publication of which has been supported
by grants from the Foundation of the University of Zurih and
the Swiss National Science Foundation, be a further step to-

wards this 'end.

Robert H. Gdssmann: - He Leshi
Zurich, June 1994 - i
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