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THE MOONSTONE PROLOGUE

THE STORMING OF SERINGAP-
ATAM (1799)

EXTRACTED FROM A FAMILY PAPER

If

One of the wildest of these stories related to a Yel-
low Diamond — a famous gem in the native annals of India.

The earliest known traditions describe the stone as
having been set in the forehead of the four-handed Indian
god who typifies the Moon. Partly from its peculiar colour,
partly from a superstition ¥ which represented it as feeling
the influence of the deity whom it adorned, and growing and
lessening in lustre with the waxing and waning of the moon,
it first gained the name by which it continues to be known in
India to this day —the name of THE MOON-STONE. A
similar superstition was once prevalent 2, as | have heard,
in ancient Greece and Rome; not applying, however (as in
India), to a diamond devoted to the service of a god, butto
a semi-transparent stone of the inferior order of gems,
supposed to be affected by the lunar influences — the moon,

in this latter case also, giving the name by which the stone
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is still known to collectors in our own time.

One age followed another —and still, generation after
generation, the successors of the three Brahmins watched
their priceless Moonstone, night and day. One age followed
another until the first years of the eighteenth Christian cen-
tury saw the reign of Aurungzebe, Emperor of the Moguls.
At his command havoc ® and rapine ® were let loose once
more among the temples of the worship of Brahmah. The
shrine of the four-handed god was polluted by the slaughter
of sacred animals; the images of the deities were broken in

pieces; and the Moonstone was seized by an officer of rank

in the army of Aurungzebe,
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6 THE MOONSTONE @
THE STORYFIRST PERIOD

THE LOSS OF THE DIAMOND (1848)

THE EVENTS RELATED BY GABRIEL BETTEREDGE,
HOUSE-STEWARD IN THE SERVICE OF JULIA, LADY
VERINDER

CHAPTER I

IN the first part of Robinson Crusoe, at page one hundred
and twenty-nine, you will find it thus written:

‘Now I saw, though too late, the Folly T of beginning a
Work before we count the Cost, and before we judge rightly
of our own Strength to go through with it.

Only yesterday, I opened my Robinson Crusoe at that
place. Only this morning (May twenty-first, Eighteen hun-
dred and fifty), came my lady's nephew, Mr. Franklin
Blake, and held a short conversation with me, as follows: —

“Betteredge, * says Mr. Franklin, ‘I have been to the
lawyer’ s about some family matters; and, among other
things, we have been talking of the loss of the Indian Dia-
mond, in my aunt’s house in Yorkshire, two years since,
Mr. Bruff thinks as I think, that the whole story ought, in

the interests of truth, to be placed on record in writing — and
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the sooner the better. ’

Not perceiving his drift 2 yet, and thinking it always de-
sirable for the sake of peace and quietness to be on the
lawyer’ s side, I said I thought so too. Mr. Franklin went
on.

‘In this matter of the Diamond, * he said, ‘the characters
of innocent people have suffered under suspicion already —
as you know. The memories of innocent people may suffer,
hereafter, for want of a record of the facts to which those
who come after us can appeal. There can be no doubt that
this strange family story of ours ought to be told. And I
think, Betteredge, Mr. Bruff and I together have hit on the
right way of telling it. ’

Very satisfactory to both of them, no doubt. But I failed to
see what I myself had to do with it, so far.

‘We have certain events to relate, ” Mr. Franklin pro-
ceeded; ‘and we have certain persons concerned in those
events who are capable of relating them. Starting from these
plain facts, the idea is that we should all write the story of
the Moonstone in turn - as far as our own personal experi-
ence extends, and no farther. We must begin by showing
how the Diamond first fell into the hands of my uncle
Hemncastle, when he was serving in India fifty years since.
This prefatory ® narrative I have already got by me in the

form of an old family paper, which relates the necessary

M st s a e -
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10 THE MOONSTONE @

particu lars on the authority of an eye-witness . The next
thing to do is to tell how the Diamond found its way into my
aunt’s house in Yorkshire, two years ago, and how it came
to be lost in little more than twelve hours afterwards. Neo-
body knows as much as you do, Betteredge, about what went
on in the house at that time. So you must take the pen in

hand, and start the story. ’
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CHAPTER 1V

Rosanna (to put the Person before the Thing, which is but
common politeness) was the only new servant in our house.
About four months before the time I am writing of, my lady
had been in London, and had gone over a reformatory, in-
tended to save forlorn ® women from drifting back into bad
ways, after they had got released from prison. The matron,
seeing my lady took an interest in the place, pointed out a
girl to her, named Rosanna Spearman, and told her a most
miserable story, which 1 haven’t the heart to repeat here;
for I don’ t like to be made wretched without any use, and no
more do you. The upshot ® of it was, that Rosanna Spear-
man had been a thief, and not being of the sort that get up
Companies in the City, and rob from thousands, instead of
only robbing from one, the law laid hold of her, and the
prison and the reformatory followed the lead of the law. The
matron’ s opinion of Rosanna was (in spite of what she had
done) that the girl was one in a thousand, and that she only
wanted a chance to prove herself worthy of any Christian
woman’ s interest in her. My lady (being a Christian wom-
an, if ever there was one yet) said to the matron, upon that,

¢ . .
Rosanna Spearman shall have her chance, in my service. '



