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Introduction

Guangyuan stone carvings are mainly distributed in Qianfoya

1 Thousand
which are
Qianfoya stone carvings are on the eastern bank of
uppet reaches of
Guangyuan City,
dif ferent size are
cliff of 40 metres high and over
north to the south,
windows
According to historical
images began in the 6th century.
more images
up to 17.000.

Buddha CHLfD
both under

and Huangzesi
the protection of

( Huangze Temple)
the State.

the
north of
images of
in a grey steep
long from the
look like

the Jialing River four kilometres
Sichuan Province. Here Buddhist
carved in different niches
200 metres
14 rows of niches
skyscraper.

record,

The
in a magnificent

open

the engraving of Buddhist

In the following centuries.

were added. In their heydays. their number reached
Unfortunately., most of them were blasted in

1935 when the Sichuan-Shaanxi Highway was built. Neverthe-

jess, over 7.000 images still exist

Thus,

in more than 400 niches.

Qianfova i« thought to be “an exhibition hall of grotto
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art” ang the most magniticent grotto in Sichuan Province .
Dafodong ( Grand Buddha Cave) and Changfodong ( Buddha
Cave). the cream of the Qianfoya grotto art, are the oldest

caves of the cliff., dug in 555. The statues of Sakyvamuni
Buddha entering into Nirvana in Shuifokan ( Reclining Buddha
Niche), all with vivid expressions, have acsthetical and

mechanicalef fect.
central pillar
8th century.

Tian.

The hollowed-out Maitreya Buddha in the
in Dayundong (Huge Cloud Cave).carved in early
is regarded as the portait of Empress Wu Ze
The image of a Boddhisattva in Duobaofokan{Precious
Treasure Buddha Niche) with grace‘ful carriage and delicate
complexion and exquisite workmanship,is as
Venus in the West.

One kilometre west of Guangyuan City, Sichuan province,
the rock-cut sculpture in Huangze Temple is on the bank of
the Jialing River overlooking the Guangyuan city proper. The
Baoji- Chengdu Railway runs through the temple.

beautiful as

According




to historical record., Wu Shihuo, the military governor of Li-
shou (present-day Guangyvuan), begot her daughter Wu Ze Tian and
had her image engraved in the Temple. When she became the
empress later on. the temple was named Huangze Temple.

Now. 34 grottoes and rock-cut sculptures with more than
1. 000 Buddhist statues were c¢hiselled fron 5th to the 13th
century. However. they are quite different in style from
those of Qianfova.

Dafoloukan (Big Buddha Pavilion Niche), the cream of
Huangze Temple grotto art, is 7 metres high, 5 metres
wide and 3.8 metres deep. The grand Buddha here is a
standing statue of 5,86 metres high. Its upper part is
in full reief while 1ts lower part in alto relief. The
two attendents are devoted disciples of Sakyamuni:
Kasvapa and Ananda. The two Boddhisattvas have plump
faces and fluent drapery. The two guards are vigorous
and strong- built. The eight dragons on the back screen
are in queer shapes. On the right foot of the grand
Buddha stands a half-kneeling pilgrim of 50 centemetres
tall. In a black gauze cap and Tang Dynasty official
atiire. he seems pious to the Buddha. Such image is
rarely found in China. Dafoloukan ( Grand Buddha Build-
ng Niche). the biggest grotto in Guangyuan, is the
representative of the Tang Dynasty sculpture. In the
middle of 9-cubic-metre Zhongxinzhuku (Central Pillar
Cave) stands a sutra column chiselled with countless
Buddha images in low relief. In the lintel of the cave.
coiling dragons are engraved in the style of the 6th
century. The statue of Goddess of Mercy in Wufotingku
( Five Buddha Pavilion Cave) carved at the end of the
oth century looks gracefu! and lively. All the statues
in Zetiandianku (Ze Tian Hall Cave) are in fine work-
manship.

Before the 5th century, Qianfoya was a bleak rock
mountain ¢liff along which there was a plank road.

Huangze Temple was once a tourist resort as well as
a post station with a Taoist temple and Li Bing Temple
nearbly. During the period from the 5th century. the
rulers upheld Buddhism. As a result. Buddhism began to
spread from Nuoyang in the north to Sichuan in the southwest
along the Shu Path. In those days. feudal rulers fought against
each other. bandits and robbers ran wild and the common
people suffered a lot. All the travellers including govern-
ment officials, military officers. merchants and even the
refugees donated money to have Buddhist images chiselled in
Qianfoya and Huangze Temple so as to ask the blessing from
the Buddha when they came to Guangyuan through the dangerous
Shu Path.

Guangyuan stone carvings are a precious jewel of culture
in Chinese history. Artistically. they are characterized by
back screen and open- work. As for their value, they are im-
portant grottoes in South China and an example of interin-
fluence of the grotto arts of Central China and South China.

Eight years ago. painter Ding Lizheng came to Guangyuan
to make an on-the-spot investigation of the sculpture and do
an artistic recreation of Guangyuan stone carvings., He drew
58 line drawings in traditional ink and brush stvle. This is
the first time in China and his spirit of exploration 1s worthy
praising.

The album Guangvuan Stone Sculptural  Aris comes off press
with the collective efforts of Guangyuan Municipal Govern-
ment. Guangyuan Municipal Cultural Relics Protection Office
and Sichuan People s Publishing House. This is the first
album about stone carvings in linear art published in China.
We hope it will be well received by our friends from home
and abroad. especially those fine arts lovers.

Ba Yan
Summer. | 988
Chengdu., Sichuan. China
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a disciple of Sakyamuni Buddha,

of Qianfoya (6th century)
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The head of the main Buddha in Dafodong of Qianfoya
(6th century)
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The image of Boddhisattva, the chief attendent.
chiselled in the south wall of Dafodong

(6th
century)
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The image of an arhat on the right side of the back wall

of Dafodong (6th century)
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The hollowed-out statue of Maitreya Buddha in Dayundong
of Qianfoya. It is thought to be the portrait of Empress
Wu Ze Tian (7th century)
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l Boddhisattva of Ruyi wheel on the right side of Dayundong
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