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Houses by the Sea

Introduction

Setting up house beside the sea involves a whole range of factors which make it
possible to be located in the city while enjoying exceptional conditions of land-
scape and climate. The very fact that a house is situated near a large mass of
water, as is the case with all the single-family structures presented in this volume,
can bave considerable influence due 10 the characteristics of tbe climate of seas
and oceans, which may experience extreme temperatures, since their thermal
inertia is grealer than that of air masses and they can therefore moderate extreme-
ly bot air and extremely cold air. Land located leeward of an area by the sea will
therefore be warmer in winter and cooler in summer. This phenomenon may be
observed from day to day and with the changing of the seasons,

The inbabitants of warm climates live around their bouses rather than inside
them, since they spend a considerable amount of time outside in the fresh air and
only seek the protection of their bome when they feel the need for privacy, or when
they are forced inside by bad weather conditions. In hot, humid climates such as
are found in coastal areas, people spend even more time outside the bouse if pos-
sible than people in arid areas, because they can enjoy the pleasant breeze.

The architectural features of houses in regions with a hot, dry climate or a cold
climate differ radically from coastal areas which are warmer and more bumid.
Even though each case must be considered separately and independently, accord-
ing to the social and geographical features which may vary from place to place,
there is a series of basic characteristics and general features which are clearly
illustrated in the houses presented within this volume.

A closer analysis of all these features is of the essence, since they are the most
representative features of the coastal constructions dealt with in this volume; this
is borne out by the repetition of features from dwelling to dwelling, and the obvi-
ous function of each feature.

Eaves or projections are immobile constructional features on the upper sec-
tions of the facades on many of these buildings. They project horizontally to protect
the walls, and especially the doors and windows, from sun and rain. They are usu-
ally opaque and their size, which is basically the distance they jut out from the
wall, depends on the sun s angle of incidence. The most appropiate size is that



which allows beat to enter the bouse in winter and keeps it out of the house during
the summer months. A system of eaves on the southern elevation should be the most
effective.

Screens are opaque, rigid and usually immobile elements, fixed to the facades
of a bouse to provide shade for a specific glazed area when the sun is in a given
position. They can be made to face in the required direction.

Blinds are movable, practical objects made of slats which, fitted on door and
window openings, prevent direct sunlight from entering the house, while facilitat-
ing ventilation and a certain amount of brightness and views of the exierior. As they
are adjustable, they can be adapted to protect the dwelling from sunlight or to draw
in sunlight, depending on circumstances. The slats can be borizontal or vertical.

Canopies or curtains are also adjustable and flexible features. They can be ver-
tical or set at an angle, providing shade for parts of the elevation of a building or
a whole aperture.

Coloured andjor reflecting glass can be used in doors and windows, where it
plays a protective role, allowing in a degree of sunlight and providing a view of the
exterior while closing off the interior to ventilation. They can be fairly effective in
situations where the latter detail is unimportant and sunlight not excessive.

Galleries are covered spaces adjoining a building which can be open to the
exterior or closed off by a glass partition. Their basic function is that of a babitable
space which allows in diffuse sunlight, creating less contrast with the inierior.

Porches are another architectural feature typical of seaside dwellings. They are
covered areas, adjoining the bouse on the ground floor, open to the exterior. They
are also interjacent habitable spaces which brighten the internal areas connected
to them and guide light into the dwelling in much the same way as galleries, pro-
tecting the interior from direct sunlight and rain.

Patios are also often used in these structures;: these are spaces surrounded by
one or more walls, open to the sky above.

This analysis of the architectural characteristics of coastal areas where, in most
cases, the climate is warm and bumid, shows clearly that there is a series of fea-
tures used all over the world for very specific habitats. Each and every one of the
single-family dwellings described in this volume is a totally aesthetic example of the
extent to which the environment affects human development, and bow climate
and the specific setting itself can determine the design and construction of the var-
ious diwellings planned by and for the individual. On this occasion the effects of the
sun, protection against adverse atmospheric phenomena and the beauty of nature
were mainly responsible for the architectural design.
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The axonometric plans of this
house show the interplay of curviline-
ar spaces inside the basic rectangular
shape of the building. Beside the front
entrance to the building, one of the
more private areas, there is a croquet
lawn and a badminton court, domi-
nated by a beech tree which is over tiwo
bundred years old. The house is built
on two floors: the ground floor, bous-
ing the social areas, and the upper
floor. which is the more private, night-
lime area.

The main access to the house is
from the rear, through a door beside
the garage. which can house a num-
ber of vebicles. On the left of the ball
there is a service area. The principal
space on this floor looks out over the
sed to the south. This enormous room
houses the living room, a television
corner, a fireplace, the dining room
and the kitchen, which is only separal-
ed from the rest of the space by a sort
of counter. The study-library, located
bebind this living area, is the only
room enclosed by a solid wall

The master bedroom, on the first
floor. a large suite with a dressing

This residence is located on the famous
Atlantic coast of Long Island, in the State
of New York, U.S.A..
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Outside, between the house and the
water, a series of sea walls, decks, plant-
ings and the beach itself are connected by
teakwood decks anchored to the ground,
affording pleasant walks.
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room and a spectacular bathroom,
gives onto a large uncovered deck. The
two single bedrooms on this floor also
have direct access to an outdoor
space. On the other side of this floor
there is a games room for the children.
The two levels are physically connect-
ed by a wooden staircase in the nucle-
us-room, and linked visually by a
series of voids which penetrate both
floors and allow natural light to reach
the ground floor.

The site where Steven Haas built
this residence bas a toial area of only
one acre in a neighbourbood where
the houses are very close to one
another. The architect’s aim, there-
fore, was to capture the spectacular
panoramic views offered by the site
while excluding neighbouring houses
from the view. In order to maintain
this privacy, a series of architectural
and textural devices were introduced
such as the undulating glass wall fac-
ing the ocean, flanked by two solid
granite and slate walls.

This safe baven is built only sixty
feet from the shoveline, bas built sur-

The dramatic impact of this construction is
largely a result of this sinous glass surface,
which appears to move as it reflects the
surrounding land and seascape.
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