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ACADEMY (R Z M) (from the name of a
god in Greek mythology)

New Words
teens TILBWELE
inspiration REGCBXR
abduct 453
hideout 7% B Ak
rescue i
mythology wWig
gymnasium xEE
legendary tE&HRY
descendent &%, F—R
denote E N

In the Greek myth, Helen, daughter | 7¥:
of Zeus', has always been regarded as the | 1. BH, HEBEPH
type of perfect female beauty. Even in her (==
2. BT, B B
KR, PR RBRAR,
HF—ITHABEEE,
3. OFBEN, BB

BP—UIARKEEBB
old, she was abducted by Theseus?, who N,

teens, Helen was already a charming girl.
Many a man stared at her with both admi-
ration and inspiration.

When Helen was only twelve years

hoped to marry her eventually. But The-
seus’ dream was smashed by an unknown
god, Akademos®, who revealed Helen’s
hideout to her brothers, Caster and Pol-

lux , who were in search of their sister.
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Because of Akademos’ information, Helen
was rescued. Thus, Academos won him-
self a place in Greek mythology.

In Athens* a park and gymnasium was
named in honor of this legendary hero
Akademos. It was in this park known as
Akademeia that Plato® established his first
school, which is, in name at least, the
grandfather of all modern academies.

In the fifteenth century, the word
Academy found its way into English. At
first, it especially referred to Plato’ s
school of philosophy. But in French, the
descendant of Greek Akademeia had lost
its original reference as no more than a
proper noun and had developed more gen-
eral senses. A French Academie may be
any school above the elementary level, or
it may be a learned society. These later
meanings of Academy entered English
from French. From then on, the name of
a god began its entirely new career as a

noun denoting a special school.

4. BR.SRABBEESE
AR

5. BAIBNITTHI 428
~HBI 348 F), O FB
ZREBZERZ—o {8
OABAR.TEL
PRATRETEAS
XN BZEE.
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AGONY(WEBE ) (from a Greek verb meaning

celebrate)

New Words
athletic ®E®
fierce B
take on B3
anguish W
exemplify Bk
pinch i
predominate & EFHAL
antagonism BB
protagonist ’REF

Contrary to its present sense, the
original intention of this word was plea-
sure rather than pain. Agony is a word
deriving from ancient Greece. The an-
cient Greeks were fond of celebration that
included games and athletic contests.
From the verb agein meaning “to cele-
brate”, the Greeks derived the noun agon
to denote a public gathering for such cele-
brations. Competition in their games and
contests were just as fierce and violent as
that of today’ s Olympic Games. Hence,
the struggle to win the prize in the athlet-

ic contests came to be called agonia ,
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which later took on the general sense of
“any difficult struggle”. From this sense
agonic additionally came to refer to the
pain, whether physical or mental, that
was involved in a struggle.

In the fourteenth century the Greek
word agonia entered the vocabulary of
Middle English', meaning mental anguish
or distress.

An entirely new sense of agony de-
veloped in the eighteenth century: “a
strong sudden and often uncontrollable
display®(as of joy and delight)”. Thus we
see the shift from intense pain to intense
pleasure. This is exemplified by Henry
Fielding in Tom Jones® (1749): “ The
first agonies of joy which were felt on
both sides are indeed beyond my power
to describe,” and more recently by Edith
Wharton in New Year’ s Day® (1924):
“My cousin Kate... was pinching my
arm in an agony of mirth.” Neverthe-
less, the distressful sense of agony still
predominates, even though the word ori-
ginally came from a verb meaning “to cel-
ebrate”.

The Greek agon also forms the root
of such English words as antagonism and

protagonist .

=
1.PHHEE
2.ZAM 18 HELEHAT

RAETBW LA
&), T RBB LB

/No

. Henry Fielding H. JF

RT (1707 ~ 1754
E), BAE/IRR. IE
MTEREENZE L
SEHEERREENM
U, BREE—TH
RENNREBIEMNS
BER/NRE R, &
BT ViLkRk—H
2B EFH /IR VAR
zERBRIAER
B X ENE R
(FR8 REHN
E)(Tom Jones) BIE
RT1749F28REK
BNE, BOERS
ERIBE, 2B T X
AN AR/BTE
FRNNB L. TER
SHENBONES,
RIBISHLRE
SENEBRN.

. Edith Wharton E. £

1R (1862 ~ 1937 ),
EETER. LM
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( The Age of Inno-
cence) NI{F B - 55
ZE)(Ethan Frome),

AMBITION(E G, FIN) (from a Latin word

meaning go around)

New Words
ardent pr Al
strive #34
pomp T

uncomplimentary ~ FEAKE

In the Roman days ambition was a
word that was restricted to politicians.
These seekers after power would always
“go around”; making speeches and col-
lecting votes like those of today in the
Western countries. The word comes in
fashion from the Latin term ambitio,
meaning “go around”. The Roman histori-
an, Tacitus', who died in the year 120
AD, used the word ambitio to refer to “ar-
dent striving for pomp and honor”. Later,
ambition entered English with this uncom -

E:

1. BB (AT 56 ~
N120 ), TE3HFE
BRER , BEXAEMD
BLEF.
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plimentary meaning.
years the word softens and broadens in

meaning and now is applied to any go-get-

ter?.

But through the | 2. SHELBOIA.

AMERICA (ZE M) (from the name of an Italian

navigator)

New Words
submit 5
alleged = RE
patron i IPN
label %A
sketch 2%
cling to BT

Amerigo Vespucci! was an Italian
navigator from whom the New World got
In the year 1503

Americigo submitted a report of his al-

the name America.

leged voyages to his old patrons, in which
he gave a vivid account of his four trips to
the New World. Later, his narration of
the voyage was translated and published
by a young geographer and map-maker,
Martin Waldseemueler’. The most stri-

king feature of the Amerigo’s report was

=x:

1.GERNF, BKAM
BR. BEM1499F
E 1502 FhBER
POR BA =M KB,
HHERRLEHLAN
KEEAR BN —B
D MBBRMA—T
BT R eI Kb

2. RBRRE, BER
BEHIR. thRELTE
W& R I & Kkt BB FY
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the inclusion of a map showing an area
that he called the New World. The young
author had been so deeply impressed by
both Amerigo’s writing and drawing, who
had first referred to these lands as “new”,
that he labeled the New World America in
honor of the great explorer. Later on
when map-makers sketched in North
America, they clung to this new name,
but the angry Spanish, feeling unfair for
their Christopher Columbus®, refused to
use the name America until the 18th cen-
tury.

EANFNBFHDE.
3.8 m. BAAMB
R, EXHEHRME,
iy TUEBEMERRANE
BIUEREKESHR
E.ABRFEE K
BANIFEERP
DSk AN S
i F 1492 € 10
BrzBKFELE
BE#S.

AMETHYST(%E& ,7KZ) (from a Greek word

meaning not drunken)

SAPPHIRE (15 = A ) (from a Sanskrit word

associated with Saturn)

New Words
gemstone £hA
violet BT <
quartz A%
intoxicating BB
bestow BF
intensity . RAE

dote upon BE
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tease s
mount ¥E
Sanskrit HiE
astrology BgR
jade x

Ancient peoples made creative use of
gemstones. They found precious stones to
be not only charming but curing as well, a
fact that the
amethyst. The Greeks believed that this

its

influenced naming of
violet-colored quartz could protect
owners from harm and from drunkenness.
The Greeks called this stone amethyst,
which comes from the Greek word
amethystos, meaning “not intoxicating”.
A story told by Aristotle! is that Amethyst
was a beautiful nymph? who begged for the
aid of the goddess Artemis® to protect her
from Dionysus*. Artemis did this by tur-
ning her into a precious gem, and Diony-
sus, in honor of his love for the nymph,
bestowed the stone its present purple co-
lor and the quality of preserving its wea-
rers from the influence of wine.

The color of the amethyst varies in
intensity, but is always clear purple and
Throughout the Middle

Ages , the stone was greatly admired for

bluish violet.

=x:

1L TR (ATTH
384~ H] 322 ), &
BEZR.EERR
ANER,

2. REE®HBE ©IE,

nymphs B E 7 W
M EMOKPRB
F¥AYBNEN
D,

3. PIRAASRAT, BRI
PHEDY. BB E
MRADNEB LS.

4. NBERE ELHE
RED, MRETSE
MNERS, LR
BRERMER.
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its beauty. Eventually it found its way in-
to poetry, becoming a standard by which
earthly beauty was measured. In his “En-
tymion : A Poetic Romance” (1818) John
Keats® writes,

Although, before the crystal heavens
darken

I watch and dote upon the silver lakes

Pictur’d in western cloudiness, that
takes

The semblance of gold rocks. ..

And towers of amethyst,— would I
So tease

My pleasant days, because I could not
mount

Into these region?

Another gemstone whose name is
rooted in ancient folklore is the sapphire.
The name sapphire is originated from the
Sanskrit term sanipriya, which means
“dear to the planet Saturn”. The exact
nature of this association of the sapphire
with Saturn is unclear. Perhaps the star-
like brilliance exhibited by certain sap-
phires reminded the ancient people of the
planets over head. Or it may have its
foundations in ancient astrology; in mod-
ern Western astrology, however, sapphire
is associated with Venus rather than Sa-

5. 57 % (1795 ~ 1821
£),EBHFA R
D BERNF
AZ—o T 26 &
HERN—%P, thiE
BFEENRR. R
KEYREAE E R 8
BRERREAEE, 8
B IR RIFNTE
BR.
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turn.

Over the vyears, sapphires have
served a variety of purposes, many of
them muystical. Like jade, sapphire was
believed to cure illness, particularly of the
eye. The bright blue stone was associated
with calmness or peace of mind and body.
Supposedly the person who wore the stone
would be granted peace and happiness, as
long as that person led a moral life. But
today the sapphire and the amethyst are
valued as ornamental rather than medici-
nal gems and nobody would turn to these
stones for treatment when he or she falls
ill.

AMMONIA(ZF,)(from the name of a Egyptian god )
CADMIUM (58) (from a character in Greek

mythology )
TANTALUM (48) (from a character in Greek
mythology )
New Words
ram //}$
horn o]
oasis 53|

casspool 157K it
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urine R

soot M
sal ammoniac i
literally R T #b
alkali B
exploit ik
monster ZEY
slaughter A
citadel : W AR
zinc oxide Kl
ore v
marble KEA
condemn b
tantalite &Y
niobium £
parched T

The modern names of many chemical
elements and compounds have their ori-
gins in the obscure tales of the ancient
world. In Egyptian mythology Ammon’
was a god variously represented as a ram
with great horns, as a creature with a
ram’s head and a human body, or as sim-
ply a man either seated or standing. His
chief temple was loca-ted at an oasis in the
Libyan desert near Memphis®. It is said
that near this temple a casspool was loca-
ted , where the urine of camels was col-

pa o

1. AR, 5RIERREB
EEN®S,ZBEME
@2

2L EREN KRS EE
(YA TTHI 2686 ~ Bl
2160 &) WH W, Z
WA TF B0 7 .
WSESHENEN
ARREINE TS
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