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FOREWORD TO
THE “SERIES OF
THE GEM OF
BEIJING
CULTURAL

RELICS”

As a world-famous historic cultural city, Beijing created characteristic culture and splendid civi-

lization in its age-long historical coarse. The abundant and valuable cultural relics of Beijing are
witnesses of the people creating history, material carriers of the Beijing culture, and an extremely
important component part of the Chinese nation’s cultural heritage. According to statistics, the cul-
tural relics preserved in Beijing antiquarian units and museums reach more than 2,000,000, not to
speak of uncountable ones buried underground and scattered among folks, of which many have been
discovered in recent years. They are invaluable for understanding Beijing and propagating its and
even the whole Chinese nation’s culture. For a long time, appropriate work has been done for the
preservation of available treasures, but it has been difficult to show them to the public except for a
small part exhibited in museums. It is really a great pity for all the people who love Beijing and its
culture to be unable to see these precious works with their own eyes.

To show publicly the collections of Beijing cultural relics in multiple forms is a duty of antiquar-
1ans in their spreading information of history and culture. It is just an effort in this direction that the
Beijing Administration of Cultural Relics and Beijing Publishing House publish jointly the “Series
of the Gem of Beijing Cultural Relics.” For many years, these treasures can be seen only in muse-
ums or at some exhibitions, which has limited both the appreciation and study of their lovers. The
Series includes thousands of masterpieces selected from the collections of Beijing antiquarian units
and museums and shows them in different categories and volumes, which not only meets the lovers’
needs, but also makes a comprehensive presentation of the Beijing culture. This is also an signifi-
cant project in the cultural construction of Beijing.

The cultural relics of Beijing have been always celebrated in the world for their profound cultural
connotations and the plenty of excellent works. Of them a great many handed-down and unearthed
treasures have been collected in the Series and classified into 16 volumes, i.e. Stone Carvings, Stone
Inscriptions, Pottery and Porcelain (2 volumes), Jades, Bronzes, Ancient Bells, Buddhist Images,
Gold and Silver Wares, Calligraphy, Paintings, Rare Ancient Books, Textiles und Embroidery,
Furniture, and Works of Decorative Arts (2 volumes), with numerous objects possessing high value
in aesthetic as well as historical and academic senses. It is the pursuit of the publishers of these
voluminous albums not only to present extremely exquisite works of art for the reader’s apprecia-
tion and study, but also to arouse in everybody’s mind a deep sense of responsibility for history, an
intensive pride in Beijing and the Chinese nation, and a tremendous enthusiasm for creation, with
which we will all put in greater efforts to safeguard Beijing’s cultural heritage, to enhance its radiance,
and to make the Beijing culture a still more brilliant chapter in our motherland’s history of the new

epoch.

Mei Ninghua

July, 1999
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The Stone Sculptural Arts in
Beijing

Broken Structural Members of
Stone Pillars and the Paired
Piers in Front of the Tomb of
Qin

Neolithic Age

1. Stone tish
2. Stone tortoise
3. Awl-shaped object

4. Stone monkey

Han and Northern Dynasties
Period

5. Stone human figure. Eastern
Han period

6. Detail of the stone human
figure

7. Pillar base on the sparit road to
the tomb of Qin

8. Stone pillar on the spirit road to
the tomb of Qin

9. Stone hydra-tiger for decora-
ting a pillar on the spirit road to
the tomb of Qin

10. 11. 12. Broken pillar of a pier
in front of the tomb of Qin, one
side of the pillar: Green dragon
design, another side of the pillar:
Door keeper design.

13. Stone gate of a stone tomb at
Beizhangdai

14. Doorkeeper carved on the
stone gate of the Beizhangdai
tomb

15. Outer side of the stone gate of

the Beizhangdai tomb
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16. Pictorial stone tomb door-leaf
unearthed from Santaizi, Eastern
Han period: Image of the heroine
Niiwa

17. Prictorial stone tomb door-
leaf unearthed from Santaizi.
Eastern Han period: Image of the
hero Fuxi

18. Front of u door-leaf of the
Han pictorial stone tomb at
Santaizi

19. Detail of the tomb door-leaf:
Scarlet bird design

20. Buddha image made in the
Taihe reign. Northern Wei
dynasty. also called "Buddha
image made by Yan Huiduan™
21. Head of the Buddha image
22. Attendant Bodhisattva on the
right of the Buddha image

23. Back of the Buddha image
24. A cliff-side niche with
Buddhist images

25. Buddhist image-stele made by
Zhao Junxing

26. Buddhist image-stele made by
Zhou Shuangren, wife of Wen
Haizhen

27. Double seated Buddhas in the
niche at the top of the Buddhist
image-stele made by Zhou
Shuangren

28. Buddhist images made by Pan
Jinghui

29. [mage of Sakyamuni,

Northern Dynasties period
Sui-Tang Period

30. Leiyin Cave
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35. Top of the Diamond Sutra
stele made by Song Xiao'er

36. Buddhist images in relief on
the inner wall of the stone stupa
made by Tian Yigi

37. Buddhist images in

relief on the inner wall of a

stupa

38. Buddhist images on the inner
wall of a stone stupa in the Yunju
Temple

39. Seated Avalokitesvara

40. Stone stupa made by Li
Wen'an

41. Buddhist images carved on
the inner wall of the stone stupa
made by Li Wen"an

42. Dvrapala carved in the stone
stupa made by Li Wen'an

43. Vira carved in the stone stupa
made by Li Wen'an

44.Female donors carved on the
inner wall of the stone stupa made
by Li Wen’an

45.Male donors carved on the
inner wall of the stone stupa made
by Li Wen'an

Buddhist images at Dayugou.
Tang period

46. Niche with Buddhist images
47. Image of Sakyamuni

48. “Picture of Ten Thousand
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30. *Picture of Ten Thousand
Buddhas' Assembly for Preach-
ing:" Bodhisattva with a flower in
the hand

51. "Picture of Ten Thousand
Buddhas™ Assembly for Prea-
ching:” Deva-musicians

52, “Picture of Ten Thousand
Buddhas’ Assembly for Prea-
ching:” Manjusri

53. "Picture of Ten Thousand
Buddhas’ Assembly for Prea-
ching:™ Samantahbadra

54. Top of the Diamond Sutra
stele made by Yuan Jingyi

35. Stone winged beast

56. Stone rhinoceros

Liao-Jin Period

57. Top of the stele with the
inscription on Zhang's studying
scriptures in the Gujishanyuan
House

58. Top of the stele with the
inscription on the deeds of Chong
Lu. the late Minister of Construc-
tion and Great Teacher

59. Pageda in memory of Jing
Wan. the founder of the Yunju
Temple

60. Stone sarira case of the
Tiankai Pagoda

61. Scroll pattern on the stone
sarira case

62. Lion carved on the stone
sarira case

63. Stone Scripture Pagoda with
the inscription on the continuation
of treasured scripture carving

64. 65. 66. 67. Flying devatas (64,
65) and garudas (66. 67} in the
upper band of the base with
decorated mouldings of the Stone

Scripture Pagoda
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68. 69. Lions carved in the lower
band of the base with decorated
mouldings of the Stone Scripture
Pagoda

70. 71. Musicians carved on the
narrow dado of the base with
decorated mouldings of the Stone
Scripture Pagoda

72.73.74.75. Stone sarira case
in the Pagoda Temple

76. Detail of a carving on the
stone sarira case

77. Lugou Bridge

78. "Lu Gou Xiao Yue (The
Dawn Moon over the Lugou
Bridge)” Stele

79.80. 81. 82. 83. 84. Sculptured
lions on the Lugou Bridge

85. Pagoda in memory of Liao.
the late Great Master

86. Lion carved on the base with
decorated mouldings of the Liao
memorial pagoda

&7. Another lion carved on the
base with decorated mouldings of
the Liac memorial pagoda

88. Balustrade panel carved with
walking dragons of an imperial
mausoleum

89. Balustrade panel carved with
peonies of the Jin mausoleum
(broken)

90. Seated dragon carved at the
Jin mausoleum

91. Corner ornament carved with
a soaring dragon at the Jin mauso-
leum

2. 93. Stone tigers

94. Statue of seated Avaloki-
tesvara

95. Pictorial stene on the back
wall of a tomb chamber

96. Stone pillar
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wall of a tomb chamber
99. Stone Buddhist images in the
Baishui Temple

Yuan-Ming-Qing Period

100. Seated Avalokitesvara in the
Zhongshan Temple

01. Stone state of Zhenwu, a
god of Taoism

102. Large vat in Dushan jade and
its base in marble

103. Sea horse carved on the
Dushan jade vat

104. Original base of the Dushan
jade vat and stone imitation of the
vessel

105. 106. Legs of the original
base of the Dushan jade vat

107. Stone lion

108. Back of a screen wall:Lion
109. Front of the screen wall:
Kylin

110. Buddha carved on the
pagoda of the Pagoda Tample
I'11. Facade of the arched gate of
the Juyongguan cloud terrace (1)
112. Facade of the arched gate of
the Juyongguan cloud terrace (1I)
113. 114. Carvings on the vault of
the gateway of the Juyongguan
cloud terrace: Buddhas for Ten
Directions
115. Carvings on the vault of the
gateway of the Juyongguan cloud
terrace: One of the Buddhas for
Ten Directions
116. Carvings on the vault of the
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117 118. Four Lokapalas carved
on the walls of the vaulted
gateway of the Juyongguan cloud
terrace

119. Stone lion

120. Stone sheep
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147. Stone squat beast on the
Duanhong Bridge
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Duanhong Bridge ([ )
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Duanhong Bridge (11)

150. Balustrade panel on the
Duanhong Bridge (i)
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230

Military commander

187. Star-worshipping gate on the
spirit road to the Ming tombs
188. Dragon-shape-pedestaled
stele

189. Stone wangtianhou mythical
beast

190. Stone basin for potted land-
scape

191. Detail of the stone basin for
potted landscape

192. Chiff-side image of Bodhi-
sattva at Shihuadong

193. Cliff-side 1mage of
Ksitigarbha at Shihuadong

194. Cliff-side image of
Sakyamuni at Shihuadong

195, Cliff-side image of a cloth-
bag monk at Shihuadong

196. Openworked stele head

197. Stone window of the Ten-
Thousand-Buddha Hall

198. Stone flood-subduing beast
199. Ston screen (Kylin stele)
200. Tombstone of the eunuch
Liu Zhong

201. Stone squat horse

202. Stone sheep

203. Stele pedestal carved with
dragons

204. Stone capital

205. Riding lion in stone

206. Stone human figure on the
tomb of Li Wei

207. Star-worshipping gate on the
tomb of Tian Y:

208. Five Offerings in stone on
the tomb of Tian Yi

209. 210. Stone human figures on
the tomb of Tian Yi

211. Stone lion in front of the
main gate of the Biyun Temple
212. Stone archway tn the Biyun
Temple

213. Kylin carved on the facade

of the right outer screen wall of
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233
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235

235

236
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240

241

242
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244

the archway in the Biyun Temple
214. Maned female lion carved on
the back of the right inner screen
wall of the archway in the Biyun
Temple

215.216. Images of representatives
of royalty, filial piety, honesty and
integrity on the left (215) and right
(216) inner screen walls of the arch-
way in the Biyun Temple
217.218. “The eight Taoist
immortals crossing the sea™
carved on the backs of the right
(217) and left (218) outer screen
walls of the archway in the Biyun
Temple

219. Carvings in relief on the
stone archway in the Biyun
Temple: Peonies

220. Two dragons playing with a
pearl relieved on a lintel of the
stone archway in the Biyun
Temple

221. Interlocking peonies relieved
on a supporting stone of the stone
archway in the Biyun Temple
222. Pedestal of the stele on Xu's
donating the pagoda in the Tanzhe
Temple

223. Stele pedestal carved with a
lion

224, Kylin-carved head of the
stele on the titling of Boboerdai
225. Memorial archway to Xie,
Yongzheng’s wet nurse

226. Stele on the rebuilding of the
Pusheng Temple

227. Platform of the stele on the
rebuilding of the Pusheng Temple
M

228. Platform of the stele on the
rebuilding of the Pusheng Temple
(D)

229. Square stele with a truncated
pyramidic top in the Ten-
Thousand-Buddha Pavilion

230.

231.
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230. Base with decorated
mouldings of the square stele in
the Ten-Thousand-Buddha
Pavilion

231. Five sub-pagodas of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

232, Carvings in relief on the
belly of the main sub-pagoda of
the pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

233. Stone-sculptured wangtian-
how mythical beast in front of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

234. The Nativity carved on the
main sub-pagoda of the pagoda in
memory of the sixth Panchen
235. The Pravraj carved on the
main sub-pagoda of the pagoda in
memory of the sixth Panchen
236. The Defeat of Mara carved
on the main sub-pagoda of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

237. The Enhightenment carved
on the main sub-pagoda of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

238. The Excursions carved on
the main sub-pagoda of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

239. Jataka carved on the main
sub-pagoda of the pugoda in
memory of the sixth Panchen
240. Parinirvana of Sakyamuni
carved on the main sub-pagoda of
the pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

241. The Conception carved on
the main sub-pagoda of the
pagoda in memory of the sixth
Panchen

242. Vira carved on the main sub-

pagoda of the pagoda in memory




