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The Music of the Forests

The Music of the Forests

Before setting off, Sun Changning, a forester’s son, set free all
his birds, who were his childhood friends. They twittered and
chirped as if trying to tell him they were loath to part from him.
But Sun’s heart was already winging towards the clouds like one
swift swallow, which suddenly turned back, descending and cir-
cling for a long time above a cluster of birch trees, and then set-
tled on a grave.

Who was at rest under the birch tree? Whose memory was af-
fecting the boy? He was neither a relative nor a childhood com-

panion.
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The Music of the Forests

Six years ago during a summer holiday, Sun accompanied the
people delivering fish to the foresters’ team, to which his father
belonged. He missed his father a lot and loved the deep forest as
any boy would who lived there.

The summer nights were short and dawn broke early. Before
the sun rose, the forests, mountains and small plains were all
shrouded in a dense mist, through which only the highest treetops
penetrated. As the sun climbed high in the sky, the mist van-
ished . The sleeping forests and the ribbon-like streams on the
small plains became visible in varying shades of green, some deep-
er, others lighter, but far and near all green.

The forest was a paradise for Sun Changning. His lips were
dyed red by its berries, his pockets stuffed with its fruits and his
heart was delighted by its music. Fallen leaves rustled under his
feet; the wind sighed among the leaves; butterflies fluttered here
and there; beetles and insects droned while bees buzzed; and the
woodpeckers pecked.

A chirp from a bird was answered by a fainter one from the
depths of the forest. The birds sang as if conversing while many
others from their hiding-places joined in the chorus. In the dis-
tance the work-chants of the foresters could be heard. Every-
where the forest was filled with music.
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The Music of the Forests

That morning, Sun had set out with a big basket to gather
mushrooms for the kitchen. Rain was plentiful that summer, and
the mushrooms were at their best. Just when he thought he’ d
gathered enough, he’ d look up and see even bigger ones under the
trees ahead. They were like fat babies wearing white hats, their
heads cutely tilted, luring him deeper and deeper into the forest.

He suddenly heard a strange sound, unlike all the birds’ songs
or the rain beating on the leaves;nor was it the faint drawl of the
foresters’ work-chant or the whispering wind. Yet it was like all
those sounds he had known so well since childhood. Vague and
ethereal, it had a dream-like, enchanting quality.

Following it, Sun reached a clearing where the foresters were
resting among the felled trees. Teacher Liang, who shared a tent
with his father, was playing an entrancing melody on a long glit-
tering pipe to a rapt audience. The music rose above the sighing
wind, transporting Sun into a new world. Until then, he had nev-
er known there was such beauty except the forest.

What was that pipe? A fairy-tale magic flute?

Sun had long ago asked his father about Teacher Liang, who

had been sent from Beijing to that remote forest because he was
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The Music of the Forests

being persecuted by the “gang of four.” He was also suffering
from cancer.

Sun had asked his father what Teacher Liang’s crimes had
been. His father was silent. Finally, when he asked if Liang was a
bad man, his father furiously snapped, “Nonsense! ” Confused, Sun
gave up questioning. Since his father was a good man ‘who had
befriended Liang, the teacher could not be bad. Of that Sun was
sure.

“Why doesn’t he go back to Beijing and see a doctor?”

“He refuses to go.”

Sun was baffled again. Would a person rather die than see a
doctor? “Why?”he asked.

“Because first he’d have to admit he’s guilty and betray oth-
ers.”

Sun said nothing more. Even to the boy, surrender and betrayal
were shameful.

Thus Sun began to admire Teacher Liang, a man who would
rather die than give in.

Applause and laughter interrupted Sun’s thoughts. The
foresters stretched their limbs and went back to work. Sun re-

mained where he was gazing silently at Liang , unable to express
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