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Introduction

Dunhuang 1s located in the northwest of Hexi corridor of Gansu Prov-
ince. This 2000 - year - old town was once an important caravan stop on
the Silk Road linking Central Asia with China. Today, it attracts visitors
all over the world for its magnificent Buddhist art - Mogao Grottoes.

According to a Tang inscription, the first cave was carved in 366AD.
Hundreds of caves were built through the following ten dynastic periods:
Sixteen Kingdoms, Northern and Western Wei, Northern Zhou, Sui., Tang,
Five Dynasties, Song, Western Xia and Yuan. There remains 492 caves,
40000 square meters of frescoes, 2000 coloured sculptured figures and
some wooden eaves. The caves are an invaluable source of information on
the politics, economy, militarv, religion, geology, literature, art,
architecture and daily life of Chinese society, covering a period of 1000
years.

Dunhuang Art mainly includes frescoes and coloured sulptured fig-
ures. Coloured sculptures, which appear in the center of the caves, is
cubical art presenting figures of Buddha. Bodhisattvas, Kings, warriors,
ete. On the other hand. paintings on the walls is plane art presenting Bud-

dha, stories of Sakyamuni before and afier he became Buddha, ancient



myths, historical events, benefactors and decorative  patterns. They
appeared in different styles with the changing of time.

The stories of Sakyamuni covered most of the early caves. with a sim-
ple and original style, as in cave 275(Northern Liang), 257(Northern Wei).
249(Western Wei), 428(Northern Zhou) and 420(Sui). The paintings of
Tang Dynasty with enriched contents are so fine, elegant magnificent and
even perfect that it is considered to be the peak of Dunhuang Art. This 1s
well illustrated in cave 57, 320, 220, 85, cte. Frescoes in later dynastes
are mainly copies of Tang except some beautiful decorative patterns. like
cave 245, 310, 464, etc.

This booklet of decorative designs of Dunhuang Grottoes were com-
piled when the painter was studying the frescoes of the caves. Most of
them are from the periods of Northern Wei, Western Wei, Northern Zhou
and Sui dynasties. The painter used the technique of point, line and plan
in painting those blake and white pictures. Each picture is identified with
its date and the number of the cave. However, the pictures are not original
copies of the frescoes. They are only reference materials for those who love

and appreciate Dunhuang Art.
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Jataka of Sakyamuni’s Wanderings
(Northern Liang)
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Attendant
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Vasu the Immortal
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Jataka of Prince Sudana
(Northern Wei)
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Vanguishing Mava (Northern Wei) uddha in White (Northern Wei)
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