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Publisher’s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the editing,
translating and publishing of books in foreign langnages.
Over the past several decades it has published, in En-
glish, a great number of China’s classics and records as
well as literary works from the Qin down to modem times,
in the aim to fully display the best part of the Chinese
culture and its achievements. These books in the original
are famous and authoritative in their respective fields, and
their English translations are masterworks produced by no-
table translators both at home and abroad. Each book is
carefully compiled and translated with minute precision.
Consequently, the English versions as well as their Chi-
nese originals may both be rated as classics.

It is generally considered that these English transla-
tions are not only significant for introducing China to the
outside world but also useful reading materials for domes-
tic English leamners and translators. For this reason, we
have carefully selected some of these books, and will
publish them successively in Chinese-English bilingual

form.

Foreign Languages Press
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Miss Lin’s small mouth was pouting when she re-
turned home from school that day. She flung down her
books, and instead of combing her hair and powdering
her nose before the mirror as usual, she stretched out
on the bed. Her eyes staring at the top of the bed can-
opy, Miss Lin lay lost in thought. Her little cat leaped
up beside her, snuggled against her waist and miaowed
twice. Automatically, she patted his head, then rolled
over and buried her face in the pillow.

“Ma!"called Miss Lin.

No answer. Ma, whose room was right next door,
ordinarily doted on this only daughter of hers. On hear-
ing her return, Ma would come swaying in to ask
whether she was hungry. Ma would be keeping some-
thing good for her. Or she might send the maid out to
buy a bowl of hot soup with meat dumplings from a
street vendor. . .. But today was odd. There obviously
were people talking in Ma’s room—Miss Lin could hear
Ma hiccuping too—yet Ma didn’t even reply.

Again Miss Lin rolled over on the bed, and raised
her head She would eavesdrop on this conversation.
Whom could Ma be talking to, that voices had to be
kept so low?
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But she couldn’t make out what they were saying.
Only Ma’s continuous hiccups wafted intermittently to
Miss Lin’s ears, Suddenly, Ma’s voice rose, as if she
were angry, and a few words came through quite clear-
ly:

“__These are Japanese goods, those are Japanese
goods, hic!...”

Miss Lin started. She prickled all over, like when
she was having a hair-cut and the tiny shom hairs stuck
to her neck. She had come home annoyed just because
they had laughed at her and scolded her at school over
Japanese goods. She swept aside the little cat nestled
against her, jumped up and stripped off her new azure
rayon dress lined with camel’s wool. She shook it out a
couple of times, and sighed. Miss Lin had heard that
this charming frock was made of Japanese material. She
tossed it aside and pulled that cute cowhide case out
from under the bed. Almost spitefully, she flipped the
cover open, and turning the case upside down,
dumped its contents on the bed. A rainbow of brighily
coloured dresses and knick-knacks rolled and spread .
The little cat leaped to the floor, whirled and jumped up
on a chair, where he crouched and looked at his mis-
tress in astonishment.

Miss Lin sorted through the pile of clothes, then
stood, abstracted, beside the bed. The more she ex-
amined her belongings, the more she adored them—

and the more they looked like Japanese goods! Couldn’t
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she wear any of them? She hated to part with them—
besides, her father wouldn’t necessarily be willing to
have new ones made for her! Miss Lin’s eyes began to
smart. She loved these Japanese things, while she hat-
ed the Japanese aggressors who invaded the Northeast
provinces. If not for that, she could wear Japanese
merchandise and no one would say a word.

“Hic—"

The sound came through the door, followed by the
thin swaying body of Mrs. Lin. The sight of the heap
of clothing on the bed, and her daughter, bemused,
standing in only her brief woollen underwear, was more
than a little shock. As her excitement increased, the
tempo of Mrs. Lin’s hiccups grew in proportion. For
the moment, she was unable to speak. Miss Lin, grief
written all over her face, flew to her mother. “Ma!
They’re all Japanese goods. What am I going to wear
tomorrow?”

Hiccuping, Mrs. Lin shook her head. With one
hand she supported herself on her daughter’s shoulder,
with the other she kneaded her own chest. After a
while, she managed to force out a few sentences.

“Child—hic—why have you taken off—hic— all
your clothes? The weather’s cold—hic—This trouble of

mine—hic—began the year you were born. Hic— late-
ly it’s getting worse! Hic—"
“Ma, tell me what am I going to wear tomorrow?
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