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TheV "I:mpe;riél}' ombs
of Beijing

China’s imperial tombs were constructed to reproduce in the afterlife the mag-
nificence and splendor the emperors enjoyed while they reigned. The first imperial
mausoleum was built by Emperor Qin Shihuang of the Qin Dynasty (221 - 206 B.C.). it
includes a large funerary park, buildings in the style of a palace complex, |ofty buri-
al mounds and magnificent underground palaces. Based on this model, the shapes and
structures of Imperial mausoleums were continuously perfected and reached thelr
maturity In the Ming Dynasty (1368 —1644).

The imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty mainly feature large scale and symmetry
based on a central axis. The Ming Tombs (Shisanling) in northwestern Beijing are
models of this style. These 13 tombs were constructed in a basin screened by moun-
tains, a place where yin and yang converge, according to the principles of
geomancy. The outermost gate of the entire compliex is the Great Red Gate (Dahong-
men). About one km in front of the gate stands a marble memorial archway ( paifang)
on which are recorded the emperors’ merits and virtues. Inside the gate, there is the
broad Sacred Way (Shendao) |sading to the various mausoleums. The beginning of
the Sacred Way |s marked by a stele pavilion (beiting) which houses a tall stele,
with an ornamental stone column (huablao) set at each of 'ts four corners. Lining the
Sacred Way are giant — sized pairs of stone statues of animals, generals and minis-
ters belleved to be able to ward off evil and guard the mausoleums. Continuing
north, the Sacred Way goes through the Lattice Gate (LIngxingmen), also known as




the Dragon and Phoenix Gate, and passes over a river via the Seven — Arch Bridge
(Qikongaiao) and branches off tc the various tombs. The Ming tombs generaily have a
gate, stele pavilion, Gate of Prominent Favor (Ling’enmen), Hall of Prominent Favor
(LIng’endian), Soul Towsr (Minglou) and Precious Doms (Baoding). The Gate of
Prominent Favor and the Hall of Prominent Favor were designed in imitation of Ming
Dynasty palaces. The Soul Tower was a bullding where the deceased emperor's
memorial tablet was placed. Beneath the Precious Dome, which was also called the
Grave Mound (Fentou), is the underground palace where the emperor and his empress
are burled.

The imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty (1644 —1811) are similar to those of the
Ming Dynasty in shape and structure, except that every Qing tomb has a “sacred
way.” The QIng tombs incorporate the strong points of the imperial tombs of various
dynasties and thus are more complete in workmanship. In the vicinity of Beljing there
are two Qing mausoleum sites—the Eastern Qing Tombs in Zunhua and the Western
Qing Tombs In Yixian in Hebei Province. These tombs, from various angles, demon-
strate the cream of China’s architecture, aesthetics and masonry.

Nowadays, after renovations, the Ming and Qing imperial tombs are open to the
public. As cultural relics and tourist attractions, the Ming and Qing imperial tombs
offer excellent opportunities for tourists to become acquainted with the art of con-
struction of ancient tombs as weil as the long history and culture of China.
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Sites of Imperial Tombs of Beijing
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The Ming Tombs

The Ming Tombs, which were completed in
1644, were the final resting places of 13 Ming
emperors, 23 empresses and many imperial con-
sorts, princes and princesses. They are located in
the hills of Changping County, 50 km to the
northwest of Beijing. Of the 13 tombs, Changling
is the major one. To its left there are Jingling,
Yongling and Deling, in that order. To its right
there are Xianling, Qingling, Yuling, Maoling,
Tailing, Kangling, Dingling, Zhaoling and Siling.
also in that order.
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The Marble Memorial Archway

The first structure inside the gate of the Ming Tombs, it is carved with
delicate designs of dragons and clouds in bas — relief. It was erected to
record the merits and virtues of the emperors.
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The Great Red Gate
Also called the Great Palace Gate {(Dagongmen), it is the main entrance
to the Ming Tombs. A huge wall originally surrounded the tombs to

keep the common people out. Remains of the wall can still be seen here
and there.
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The Stele Pavilion
It houses a stele on which are recorded the respec-
tive emperor’s merits and virtues.
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Huabiao

Huabiao, an ornamental stone column, stands at
each of the four corners of the Stele Pavilion. On
its top there is a squat animal called
wangtianhou, symbolizing “sending the emperor
off and welcoming him home. *
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This six — m — high stele inside
the Stele Pavilion bears the in-
scription in nine Chinese charac-
ters meaning " Tablet to the Di-
vine Merit and Sagely Virtue of
Changling of the Great Ming. "
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The Sacred Way

Being the major road running north to south in the Ming Tombs area,
the Sacred Way is lined with 18 pairs of stone animals and human fig-
ures which ward off evil and safegiard the tombs while symbolizing
royal power and privilege.
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Stone lion
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Stone elephant A%
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Military official
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Meritorious official
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