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The People in This Story

Clive Darby is an art srudent. He is
aood at painting. He lives i a house

with Andy Banks.

Andy Banks is an art student too.
He is a friend of Clive’s. Andy likes

playing foothall.

.o Ny
Detective * Inspector; Brian
Waddington is a police detective.

Lord Cleveland is a rich man. He
lives in a big house in the country.
He collects paintings, furniture
and antiques.




Mr John Kelly has a shop. He buys
and sells paintings. He also sceals
and sells paintings. He is a

A

ey e
criminal. ¥

Mr Baker is a rich businessman.
Kelly steals paintings for Mr Baker.

Eric and Sam work for fohn Kelly. ' -
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A Before Reading

1 Look at the pictures in the book. What do you think will hap-
pen in this story?

2 Read the back cover. What are the names of the people in this
story?

My Notes:







A Strange Meeting

Clive Darby put down his paintbrush. He looked at his
painting. Clive was pleased. The painting was very good.

The door of Clive’s room opened suddenly and a young
man came in. His name was Andy Banks. He was wearing
a blue track-suit and carrying a sports bag. Clive and Andy
lived in the same house. They were both art students.

‘We'll be lace, Clive,” Andy said. ‘Hurty up and get
ready.’

Andy threw a pair of track shoes ar Clive. ‘Football
practice starts at seven o'clock,” he said.

Clive was not listening to Andy. ‘Come and see my
painting,” Clive said. ‘['ve finished it at fast.’

Andy stood in front of the painting. ‘It’s fantastic, he
said. ‘But I've seen it before.

Clive laughed. 'Of course you've seen it,” he said.
‘Tve copied it. Look, here is a photograph of the original.’

Clive opened a large book of paintings. He pointed to a
photograph of the original painting. Below the photograph
were these words: Mother and Child by Raffaello. National
Gallery, London.

Your copy’s good enough t sell, Andy said. ‘Some
fool will think it's the original.’

They both laughed.

‘Come on, Clive,) Andy said. ‘We'll be late for the
practice.’

A vehicle stopped in the street outside the house.
Someone shouted. Andy looked out of the window. It was the
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football team’s old blue van. The other members of the
team had arrived.

“Where are we poing to have the practice tonight,
Andy? asked Clive.

‘It’s in a sports centre on the other side of town. [ don't
know where it is. The others know. The van's small. We
can't all get in the van. We're going to follow them in
my car.’

In town, the streets were busy with traffic. The offices and
factories were closing and everyone was going home. It was
getting dark.

The team’s blue van stopped at some traffic lights. There
were two cars between the blue van and Andy’s car. The
traffic lights turned green and the traffic began to move. But
the car in front of Andy’s didn’t move away. It had stalled.
Clive and Andy were stuck behind the stalled car. At last,
the engine of the car in front started. The traffic began to
move again.

‘Where did our van go? asked Andy.

‘Straight on, 1 think,’ said Clive.

‘Are you sure” said Andy. ‘Didn’t it go right?

‘Sorry, Andy. I'm not sure,’ said Clive.

They drove straight on, but they did not see the van
anywhere. Andy drove fast and passed some cars. ‘There
they are!” he said at last.

The blue van was a short distance in front. The van
turned right, and Clive and Andy followed. There was less
traffic here.

After a few minutes, Clive said, ‘Andy?
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