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Preface

Xu Huping

With a collection of over 400.000, Nanjing Museum is the third largest museurn in China, following the
Forbidden Palace in Beijing and the National Palace Museum in Taiwan. This large number of collections
can be divided into two parts according to its origins: (1) More than 200,000 antiques in the two imperial
temporary dwelling palaces in Rehe and Fengtian of Qing Dynasty; (2) More than 200,000 antiques of
different dynasties, excavated and collected in the course of folk custom and Nationality investigations
since 1920s. These valuable cultural relics, with various categories, namely, stone implements, pottery.
Jade, bronze, porcelain, lacquer, gold and silver, calligraphy, painting, seal, embroidery, bamboo. wood.
ivory and other materials, are not only an embodiment of the superb wisdom and creativity of the Chinese
nation of the thousands years, but also a vivid description of the Chinesc nation’s development, which are

of great value both in history and in art.

However, in the past years, only a smallest part of the relics, as the first-hand materials for academic
research, or exhibits of Chinese culture, gave play to the academic study and exhibition domestic and
overseas, which help us to publicize and carry forward the excellent national tradition, to promote cultural
communication, and to study or have a better understanding of our history and the development of the
nation’s culture. Due to the large number of collection and work force limit in the museum, most of the
antiques are still kept in the storerooms, which are not used in research, publication. and exhibition. We
have generally achieved the preservation function of the museum, but the other two functions-education
and research, have not been brought into full play, which will require the long-term effort of generations.

In order to push the preservation, education, and research functions of the museum onto a high level, to
awake the sleeping collections in the storerooms and let them go nearer to the people, scholars and the
world, and to let more people know Nanjing Museum, we collected the best parts of the ten categories,
such as painted pottery, jade. bronze, gold and silver, red clay teapot, imperial kiln porcelain of Qing
Dynasty, celadon wares of the six Dynasties, calligraphy, painting, and embroidery, and compile a series
of Gems of the Collections in Nanjing Museum. Though the collections in this series. as compared with
the whole collections of our museum, are just a drop in the ocean, they are the representative gems with
final conclusion by the experts domestic and overseas after long period of study. You could get a hint of
the quality of the various collections in Nanjing museum from this series.

We have carried on the study. arrangement, and publication of the collections for dozens of years, but it
has just started; there is still a long way before us and a large amount of work to do. We are lucky in a
flourishing age with economic prosperity and social stability, in an age for Chinese culture to step into the
world and the splendid future, it is our responsibility to do our best at our own job and leave behind us

more spiritual wealth for the sake of future generations.
Jul 28,1997

Hou ban shan yuan in Nanjing
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Gold and Silver Wares

Wei Zheng

The ancient Chinese gold and silver art roughly experienced three historical periods of development,
namely, the period from Shang and Zhou Dynasties to the Western and the Eastern Han Dynasties,
that from Wei and Jin Dynasties to Song and Yuan Dynasties, and that of Ming and Qing Dynasties.
From Shang and Zhou Dynasties to the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties, in the central area of
China, the gold and silver art, either in the shape or in the decoration, was dominated by the bronze
art; while in the surrounding areas, the gold and silver art kept its own distinctive national features. In
early Western Han Dynasty, with the decline of bronze workmanship, the gold and silver art became
gradually independent, and formed a complete Chinese traditional gold and silver craftsmanship in
middle Eastern Han Dynasty at the latest. From Wei and Jin Dynasties to Song and Yuan Dynasties,
the gold and silver art, influenced by the foreign culture and inheriting from the traditional one at the
same time, demonstrated its variety of marvelous features. Tang and Song Dynasties respectively
represented the harmony between Chinese and Western cultures and the summit of pure Chinese
traditional gold and silver art. In Ming and Qing Dynasties, owing to the gradual declination of
Chinese traditional culture and humanism, gold and silver art tended to bear more aristocratic and
royal features but less natural and vigorous taste, and this resulted in the overemphasis on the artistic

form of the gold and silver ware rather than on its content.

Compared with the Mediterranean area and South America, the other two central areas of the gold and
silver art in the ancient world, ancient China lacked the cultural background matching with the gold

and silver art-highly developed primitive religious and mythical legends remained in the civilized
time. Therefore, the gold and silver art of ancient China had its own weaknesses in either the purity of

style or the fullness of expression.

The rarities of the Gold and Silver art of ancient China, collected in Nanjing Museum, especially
those of the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties and of Yuan Dynasty, are quite worthy of
appreciation.
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Gold and Silver Wares

52 Je sty # 1

Guld bell hook with crossed dragons

b g N 2

Gildx:d silver belt hook

3. BMESM 3

Gold plate with Ying Yuan

4, &M 4

Gold beast

5, & 5

N
Gold cake

6. e 6

Horse hoop-shaped gold

7. BEhE& 7

Gold in the shape of toe of Kylin

#
> 14

8. JIE & i 8 o

Gold ornament in the shape of dragon s

5

9. miE&hh 9 L]

Gold ornament in the shape of pyramid B

2

A o3

N o 10 #

Gold ornament in the shape of royal crown #*

BBk & T4 1 #

Gold hracelet with beads E7)

Ak mEl 12
Gold thimble

13, 4 NS4 i 13

Gold ornament with desigr: of flying celestial being riding dragon

14, &ttt 14

Gold ornamemnt

BRI B B 15 15

Silver Buddha statue covered with gold

16, &H 16

Gold coffin

A 17

Silver outer coffin

18, ik 18

Silver spoon

19, 1 {6 85 4 & 7 3 19

Gold spice container with designs of lotus flower and mandarin ducks

20, “MIEE” GBEES S 20

gold plate with interlocking lotus design marked with "Wenxuan Zao"

21, “CE " 2wk 21

Gold ornament with the design of "Emperor Wen visiting a sage”

e o e i T a2 22

Gold ornament with interlocking flower and fruit design

23, “fviaE” SRS AL )\ A 24

Golded silver octagonal bdsm with posy design marked with "Wen Xuan Zao”

&
i
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24, Uk EBE” Wlfedta
Silver box with posy design made by sheng Erlang
W= 3, Y1 BL Mo 20 AL
25, “MeaE” SR
Sitver box in the shape of sunflower petals marked with "Wenxuan Zao"

26, Wikt

Silver refuse-vessel

27, K

Water vessel

28, W UIER &

Gilded silver box with posy design

29, BEIE 4 4k

Peach: shaped gold hairpin

30, WA EHGAE

Gold hairpin with phoenix design

31, BRISER A & i 1E

Gold hairpin with the design of Magu presenting Shou(longevity)

32, &hedb

Gold beast, Bixie

33, HE®

Silver hairpin

34, & HAZ

Gold ear-pick

35, &kt

Gold hairpin

36, wHH

Gold earrings

37, HH%

Gold earrings

38, wHH

Gold earrings

39, wHH

Gold earrings

40, d U] R

Ornamient in the shape of gold cicada on jade leaf

41, &M
Gold rings
42, nREHE
Cold spice container with cloud and phoenix design

43, peewm

Gold hair-coil covering

44, & Kk

Gold crown with phoenix design

45, 1%

Gold altar

46, BB

Gold Buddhist pagoda

47, &Rk

Gold crown with phoenix design

48, T HULEW R

Hair pin with gold filigrees and silver handle

49, g% i 1 4 WA I

Gold ornament of hat inlaid with precious stone

50, A AR R L KR SRR S (Vi)

Gold booklet(4 pages)

25

26

.27

28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
50
51

52
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Gold belt hook with crossed dragons
Warring States

L:7cm, Weight:56g
Unearthed in 1965 from a tomb of Western Han Dynasty at Sanlidun of Lianshui, Jiangsu Province
The top of the hook is shaped like a beast head, the handle is engraved with two dragons in intaglio, and the
body resembles two dragons with their heads and tails crossing together. The object is made by means of such

techniques as casting, carving in openwork, engraving and inlaying.
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Gilded silver belt hook
Warring States
L:12cm, Weight:257g
Unearthed in 1965 from a tomb of Western Han Dynasty at Sanlidun of Lianshui, Jiangsu Province
The object is shaped like Pi-pa, a Chinese musical instrument. The top of the hook resembles a beast head.
with opening nostrils and staring eyes. The oblate hook body has two dragons and a beast mask. The belt hook
is cast with the beast head and the beast mask stares angrily.
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Gold plate with Ying Yuan

Warring States
Vertical length:12.2cm, Horizontal length:8cm, Weight:610g, Gold content:99%

Unearthed in 1982 at Nanyaozhuang of Xuyi, Jiangsu Province

Gold currency of Chu state. Ying, capital of Chu state. Yuan, one version says that it is a monetary unit: the
other version, a weight unit. The two characters "Ying Yuan" are engraved evenly. The plate was cut into small

pieces for payment when used.
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Gold beast
Western Han Dynasty
H:10.2cm, Body length:16cm, Weight:9kg, Gold content:99%
Unearthed in 1982 at Nanyaozhuang of Xuyi, Jiangsu province
The crouching beast is shaped like a leopard. The head of the beast lies on its front feet, the tail is placed in between its thighs, and
the neck is decorated with a necklace. The object has a hollow base. Two characters "Huang Liu" in official script are carved in
intaglio on the wall.



