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Unit One Education

“Lesson One- '
| C TextA |
Slog nans drraeem oTarae ey o b e e e e

Support ,Vome;d for Natlon s ;[‘eachers |
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.China’s: Vice —premier Li Langing said in:Beijing yesterday
that the governmient will' further:improve .teachers’. lwmg and
working conditions. 5 . ool i otn

" “It is-the government’s ‘eonsistent principle and thp G’ngmse
nation’s fine:tradition-to respeet: teackers and -put educationin an
important position,”Li said at a rally: 1ol mark “the:icountry’s
nineth Teschers! Day,which falls today.: . ! '

At the gathering nearly 6 000:teachers swere grantedmation-
al honours 'for ‘their hatd work and Gutstanding contributions ‘to
education. They represented 10 million Chinese teachérs nation-
1,
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wide.

Li told the rally that the government has done a great deal
of work and taken a series of measures to promote teachers® so-
cial status and raise their pay. The goals have been at least par-
tially reached. ’ o

“As the education enters a new stage featuring profound re-
form and all — round development,” the vice — premier said,
“teachers’ skills have been improved, and their numbers have in-
creased. Their working and living conditions have gradually be-
come better, and their social status has been rising step by
step. ”

Considering the government has put education at a strategic
position which allows the sector to be developed first, he said,

the approach is to construct a corps of teachers with sound politi-

cal and professional sense. But the problem is ,as a whole, treat-

3

ment of teachers has not been so desirable.

“Some practical problems still exist in teachers® living and
working conditions,”he pointed out ,adding that some reasons
have delayed paying teachers recently. So governments at vari-
ous levels must pay close attention to the problem.

But according to the vice—pfemier, the State is now quick-
ening its pace in enacting a teachers’ law to protect teachers’ in-
terests. And 4 new wage system which can meet the needs of edu-
cation is under consideration. ,

He also said he hopes that governments at various levels
would keep on strengthening education’s strategic position. Gov-
ernment chiefs must take charge of teaching work themselves.
They must ensure that educational funding reaches its destina-
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tion and try to do more practical work for teachers.

The -vice —premier again called on the whole society 16 per-
severe in supporting education and teachers and in carrying for-
ward the fine tradition of respecting teachers and thinking highly
of education.

“This will really turn teashmg into a respectable, ad-
mirable, and most glorious professnon in the society, ”Li said.

~——China Today,No. 9,1981
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Notes

1. ‘consistent - adj. (of a person; his bebaviour, - principles,
etc. Jconfirming to a regular pattern of style, regular :
2. rally  n. alarge public meeting that is held in-order to show
support for sth . such as a political party:’ L
3.grant 7. an amount of mofiey that the government gives to a
_ person or to an organization for a particulat purpose such as e-
ducation, welfare ,or home imptovéments ' '

4. represént v. to act or speak on one’s behalf, for éxample,
by expressing their views in a par{iament ot ﬂ)eetmg

5. status xn. position in society R

6. strategic adj. A strategic plan or action is intended to help
you to achieve sth. or gain an advantage A ‘country’s strate-
gic weapons and policies are part of the general orgamzatlon of
its defence systems of its organization of a‘war.

7. sector * n. 4 division or section '

8. approach =n. a way, a path, a road

9. corps . & small gro‘:x'p of people who do 4 special job




10. ensure v. to make certain of getting or achieving
11. destination 2. the place to which a person or thing is going
12. persevere wv. to keep trying to do and not give up

EXERCISE

I . Reading Comprehension
Analyse the ideas and relationships. Circle ihe letter that best
suits the answer or completes the statement. ) .
1. Vice—premier Li Langing said that the government has been
laying great stress upon
A. teachers’ wages
B. teachers’ living conditions
C. teachers’ political treatment
D. teachers’ social position and their income
2. It can be infered from the second paragraph that this article
was written . ,
A. on September 10.1991... . . , .
B. on September 10. 1992
C. on September 10. 1993
D. on September 10. 1994
3. According to the essay _
A. teachers’ working and living conditions have improved
B. teachers® working and living conditions have been improv-
ing
C. teachers’ working and living conditions were improved

4



D. teachers’ working and living conditions are improved
4. Vice —premier LI told the teachers who represented millions
of Chinese educators to attend the celebration meeting that
- A. the problem of their social status and payment had been
partly solved '
B. the problem of their social status and payment is complete-
ly solved B .
. C. the problem' of their®social status and payment is half
solved
D. the problem of their social status and payment was ent\ire—
ly solved - '
5. -Which of the following statement is:not true as far as.educa-
tion is concerned? .
A. Education is:the key work to the country’s development.
: B. Dewveloping education. must first set up a corps of téachers.
C. Raising teachers” pay is the only way to think highly of ed-
ucation for gbvernments at various levels..
D. The governments. at. various levels must pay close atten-
tion to education. o.onl '
6. According to -the -arficle, Vice:—.premier Li called: the
governments® at variouslevels attention'to ;.
* .. ’A. ‘enacting-a teachers’ law... . . - &
B. arrears with teachers’ wages. = : -« -
C. taking charge of teaching work
D. supporting education
7. “Treatment of teachers” here refers to

:A. .teachers’ skills. .-



B. teachers’ numbers
C. teachers’ political and professional sense
D. teachers’ low pay

8. Which is not accurate?

A. .10 million Chinese teachers are given the title of model
workers by the state.

B. The state awarded 6 000 teachers the title of outstanding
contribution to education.

C. 6 000 teachers got together to celebrate the 9th anniver-
sary of Teachers’ Day.

D. Respecting teachers and putting education in an important
position is the Chinese people’s fine tradition.

9.- Though the government has done its best to education

A. there are still some problems in raising teacher’s pay
B. the teachers’ working, studying and living conditions are
-still unsatisfactory
C. the shortage of educational funds has been resolved
D. teachers’ numbers have increased
10. The main idea in this article is .
A. to promote the teachers’ social position
B. to improve the teachers’ working conditions
C. to arouse the whole nation to respect teachers and attach

importance to education
D. both A and B

I. Vocabulary

Choose the best answer to explain the meaning of the underlined
6
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word or phrase. }
1. Li said at a rally to mark the country’s nineth Teachers’ day.
A. at a meeting- -~ B. at a competition ‘
C. at an interview D. at a conversation
2. Nearly 6 000 teachers were granted national. honour o{ their
hard work and outstanding contributions to education.
A. were authorized B. were éonferred
C. were instructed D. were ;nspired.
3. They represented 10 million.Chinese teachers nation—wide.
A. attended ..~ ... B. substituted
C, acted as deputy for- 1D_.-‘ took the place of
4. The goals have been at lenst partially reached.,
A. s series of measures - - e
B. a great deal of work . .-
C. teaching work
D; promoting teachers’ social status and raising their pay:.
5. The govetnment has . put education at:a strategic: position

which allows the sector to be developed first. -
- A. key tothe nationls future ... . o
B. fundamental -importance to the state - A
. C..fighting place .. e e e Y
D. defensive tactics ; -
6. The.approach-is: to konstruct-a corps. .of teachers with:sound
political and profess:onal sensge. i !
_ A, management .- = B. way: N :
C. path D. roads - <ot e ot
7. -The-state.ishnow quickening its pace in. enacting.a-teachers’

law to protect teachers’ interests.




A. step B. progress
C. speed D. footmark
8. A new wage system which can meet the needs of education is

under consideration.

A. being considered B. in the cause of discussing
C. during consideration” D. in the cause of studying

9. They must ensure that educational funding reaches its desti-

nation.
A. make safe B. make certain
C. carry on D. carry out

10. The vice —premier again called on the whole society to perse-
vere in supporting education and teachers.
A. pay a brief visit to B. say loudly

C. summon together D. appeal to

Study the meanings of the following words or phrases. Then
choose the most suitable word or phrase:to complete each sen-
tence. i
voice for  putin grant a seriesof reach step - by
step a corps of  pay:attention to ~meet the needs - heep on
take charge of call on  persevere in  carry forward: turn in-
to ;
1. At first this shop sold newspapers and magazines' only,;but it
has since juvenile books.
2. We were by all our neighbours before we had been set-
tled in our new home a week.
3. The ancient consumer city has now a modern industrial
base.
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