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George Washington

OUR TRUE POLICY

September 17,1796

Observe good faith and justice towards
all nations; cultivate peace and harmony
with all; religion and morality enjoin this
conduct; and can it be that good policy
does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy
of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant
period, a great nation, to give to mankind
the magnanimous and too novel example of
a people always guided by an exalted jus-
tice and benevolence. Who can doubt that,
in the course of time and things, the fruits
of such a plan would richly repay any tem-
porary advantages that might be lost by a
steady adherence to it? Can it be, that
Providence has not connected the perma-
nent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The
experiment, at least, is recommended by
every sentiment which ennobles human na-
ture. Alas! Is it rendered impossible by its
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vices?

In the execution of such a plan, noth-
ing is more essential than that permanent,
inveterate antipathies against particular na-
tions, and passionate attachments for oth-
ers, should be excluded; and that in place
of them, just and amicable feelings towards
all should be cultivated. The nation, which
indulges towards another an habitual ha-
tred, or an habitual fondness, is in some
degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity
or to its affection, either of which is suffi-
cient to lead it astray from its duty and its
interest. ...

So, likewise, a passionate attachment
of one nation for another produces a variety
of evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation
facilitating the illusion of an imaginary
common interest in cases where no real
common interest exists, and infusing into
one the enmities of the other, betrays the
former into a participation in the quarrels
and wars of the latter, without .adequate in-
ducement or justification. It leads also to
concessions to the favorite nation of privi-
leges denied to others, which is apt doubly
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to injure the nation making the conces-
sions ; by unnecessarily parting with what
ought to have been retained; and by excit-
ing jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to
retaliate, in the parties from whom equal
privileges are withheld.

Europe has a set of primary interests,
which to us have none, or a very remote re-
lation. Hence she must be engaged in fre-
quent controversies, the causes of which
are essentially foreign to our concerns.
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us
to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in
the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or
the ordinary combinations and collisions of
her friendships and enmities.

Our detached and distant situation in-
vites and enables us to pursﬁe a different
course. If we remain one people, under an
efficient government, the period is not far
off when we may defy material injury from
external annoyance; when we may take
such an attitude as will cause the neutrality
we may at any time resolve upon, to be
scrupulously respected; when belligerent
nations, under the impossibility of making
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