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Dedicated to
Millions of Countrymen who fought most bravely against the floods,
All those who willingly sacrificed their lives,
Those many who suffered disabling injuries,
All people inside and outside China who graciously helped,
And to

Our beloved, everlasting Motherland.
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PREFACE

China towards the end of the Century, was marked by a most devastating event when, in the summer
of 1998, millions of people fought against the raging water. The country with ancient civilisation, aiready
suffered from years of turmoil, when it all appeared this year that well being might really be near.
Then all of a sudden, the rivers uproared. Not only the Yangtse in the heart of China uproared, but
also Nenjiang and Songhuajiang in the North East followed. Half of China was immersed under water.
the fierce scourges made towering waves, broke through banks, crumbled village houses, swept away
homes and utterly destroyed generations of hope and joy. The seventy days of utmost threat on an
even wider hale floods affected 29 cities and provinces and 20 million people were forced to evacuate.

However, the unprecedented floods stimulated unprecedented reponses. Soldiers, militaries, police-
men, workers and peoples all joined together to form defending brigades. Volunteers from all over
China rushed in ,together with the journalists. Supporting squats were matched by medical teams
when both of them backed up the homan walls of defense. Thousands of miles of embankment were
not only decorated with colorful flags and banners, but around them gathered eight million human
bodies of flesh and blood.

It was a war without arms. It was a war that awoke sleeping zest and enthusiasm to help, that
reactivated the highest human esteem of selflessness. They did not know each other. But when
someone was washed away, hundreds would rush to rescue. Young soldiers stood firm on the dykes,
keeping the rising water away. Young soldiers tried building up more heights, if not with stone and
mud, with their own bodies of flesh and blood. Seventy odd days and nights passed, the human
fortresses stood firm. Eight giantic wave-heads passed through the Yantze, they stood. Four similar
crises tested the Nenjiang and Songhuajiang, they stood. The fierce war was eventually won. The
angry waters eventually found their ways to the sea. The unbelievable human courage won the war-
Soldiers, and all flood-fighters helped composing this breath taking epic of resistance to Nature's
tyranny. Known and unknown heroes sacrificed their lives, their well being, their valuables, for the
sake of Fellowmen's lives, well being and valuables. We should all be very proud of our Fellowmen's
determination, in this war against Nature.

A Nation which survived an unprecedented raging disaster would be rewarded.

The Civilisation was harshly trialed. The People were ruthlessly tested. They learned to stay together,
help each other, protect each other. Soldiers and people shared the experience. Senior cadets, civil
servants and villagers shared the same experience. The Disaster brought unmatched unity.
Catastrophe led to harmonious trust and mutual reliance.

But what a price! We cannot afford another war of this nature, no matter how glorious. We need
Nature's thorough blessing, to build a prosperous, harmonious Motherland.

The 71 pictures contained in this album were carefully selected from thousands of images taken by



different photographers, during the seventy odd days of human struggle. We wish readers could re-
experience the shock and pain which did bother them when they watched and learned about the floods.
We wish their sympathy and concern would sublimate into aspirations and hope: hope that such
catastrophic floods will ever disappear.

Proceeds from the sale of this Album go to' the China Charity Federation Fund for Helping the Valiant
Rescuers who Combat Disasters', which is dedicated to the family members of the martyrs, the injured
soldiers, militaries, policemen, and civilians who became disabled as a result of the injuries, and their
deficient dependents. We feel it our duty to commemorate the dead, comfort the diseased and educate
our future generations.

China Charity Federation

October 1998




Flood inundation map of Yangtse Valley, received on Aug 25,1998 by Radar Sat’"Fiémofe
Sensing Satellite of Canada. . :
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Breach of the dyke in Jlanh County, Hubel Provmce The picture was shot in the afternoon of Aug 6, 1998







