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I grew up on a dairy farm outside Ottawa. '
One summer when | was about eight, we were
away visiting relatives when we learned that our
barn had burned down. It was brand-new, with
state-of-the-art( B BB 55 #) milking facilities.

My father was no doubt stunned. But I don’t
remember any complaining. He rebuilt the barn,
with local farmers pitching in. My father believed
you can’t descend into self-pity’. You have to rise
above it. So today whenever something doesn’ t
happen the way | want it to, I won’t let it get me
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down — because he never did. You have to brush
it off and move on.

One time, when I was in my mid-20s, my
father visited me in Toronto’. I had been asked to
do some picketing to show support for ACTRA,
the actors’ union. As my father and I drove by
the designated (35 € #J) spot, we saw just a few
people there. “It’s raining and nobody’s here,” 1
said. “I really don’t want to do this.”

My father was very quiet. Then he asked,
“Did you tell them you would do it?” [ said,
“Yes.” That was the end of it. | knew exactly
what he was saying. If you make a commitment,
you live up to it. I got out in the rain and walked
with the other picketers( T2 ZE THRAHER ).
And felt good for doing it.

Later as a young actor, I debated whether to
go to Los Angeles. The prospect was frightening
— to go to a city where you don’t know anyone
and nobody knows you. I called my father and
told him my concerns.

“What if things don’t go well?” I asked. He
said: “You will still have gone there. You’ll still
have done it. That in itself* is an accomplish-
ment.”

His words gave me the courage to go, and
within five weeks, I got a role in a television
series. I had put myself out on a limb and
survived.

My father knew about taking chances — and
about resilience (IR 71). He was the oldest of

229,
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13

11 children in Holland®. Just after World War II, | 5 #
when he was 25, he came to Canada with my
mother, looking for better opportunities. Théy
had to find a farm and bring the rest of the family
over to begin new lives.

A few years ago, | overheard a conversation
in the next room between my father and my
daughter, then seven. She was talking about her
day at school — about another girl saying she
was ugly.

What a hurtful thing to say, I thought. She’s
beautiful! I wondered how my father would
respond.

I heard him say, “I can touch the ceiling.”

My daughter said, “What?”

He repeated, “I can touch the ceiling.”

My daughter didn’t say anything.

Then my dad said, “Just because someone
says something doesn’ t mean it’s true.” He was
telling her not to depend on what other people

say — to make her own decisions about herself. 1
loved him for that.

1. Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) according to
the information given in the passage.
1) The local farmers helped his family rebuild the barn. ()
2) The author”s father taught him to keep his promise. ( )
3) The author”s father taught him not to take risks for he might fail. ()
4) The author acted on his father’s advice, went to Los Angeles but failed there.
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()
5) The author’s father can jump up and touch the ceiling. ()
. Work out the meaning of each of the following words from the context in which it
appears and tick the best answer . ‘
1) stunned (para.2)
A) shocked B) disappointed C) annoyed D) depressed
2) “I won’ t let it get me down” (para.2)means I won’t let it make me feel

A) depressed  B) angry C) surprised D) impatient

3) pitch in (para.2)
A) join in B) drop in C) givein D) get in
4) “it” (para.2) in “You have to rise above it” refers to .
A) the bam B) complaint C) self-pity D) the farm
5) brush it off (para.2)
A) pay attention to it B) pay no attention to it
C) lay stress on it D) make fun of it
6) live up to (para.5)
A) go back on B) come up with
C) look forward to D) keep to the standard
7) put myself on a limb (para.8)
A) take chances B) climb up the tree
C) give up D) back down
8) take chances (para.8)
A) take risks B) take effect
C) take part D) take offense

. Complete the following sentences by putting in the missing words with the help of
the first letters. Be careful to use the words in their proper forms.

1) If youd (para.2) you move downward from a higher to a lower level.

2) He has made a ¢ (para. 5) to pay off all his debts.

3) The senate will d (para.6) the subject of tax increases.

4) If there is some p (para. 6) of something happening, there is a
possibility that it will happen.

5) I have had no o (para. 9) to give him your message, because I have
not seen him.
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6) Don’tr (para.14) what I’ ve told you; it is a secret.

7) When you r (para. 11) to something that is said or done, you react to
it by doing or saying something yourself.

8) He has to make some difficult d (para. 16) about where he wants to
£0.
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Three-year-old Jack Patrick Lindsay is, in
many ways, a typical playful preschooler( % §&2 A
JLE).

He’s learning his ABCs, can count up to 20
and loves to play with his sister, Kaley. Typical
except for one thing: his extraordinary talent at
golf.

Jack’s interest in the game began to develop
when he was less than a year old. When the TV
was on, Jack clamored (K 7 K E K ) not for
cartoons but for the Golf Channel. And when his
family saw how he picked up and swung Kaley’s

29,




baton like a golf club, they realized he had

perfect form and remarkable hand-eye
coordination. Jack got his first golf club almost
two years ago and has been playing ever since.

The Next Tiger Woods!?

At about 3 feet tall and weighing in at a
svelte 35 pounds, Jack can drive, chip and putt’
like a veteran. His parents, occasional duffers’
who didn’t feel they were good enough to teach
their son the finer points of the game, have hired
Michael Hebron, a PGA pro', to give him
Jack

everything — from the rules of the game, to how

lessons. Hebron currently teaches
to play the ball.

“He’ s the most advanced 3-year-old I’ ve
ever seen,” says Hebron. “He has a sense for
distance, a sense for strength and sense for
target.”

Jack’s talent has drawn multiple comparis-
ons to another golf phenomenon(3E FLA#1) who
also exhibited his talent at a tender age®— Tiger
Woods. Just like Woods, who at age 2 charmed
Bob Hope® when they putted together on the Mike
Douglas Show, Jack recently wowed( fE$RI) the
crowd with his golf prowess on Live With Regis
and Kathie Lee. And many who have seen both
Woods and Jack hitting the ball say their swings
look almost identical.

Jack’ s father, Jack Lindsay Sr., says the
family relishes (B ¥ ) the comparisons, but is
also deeply intimidated by the expectations being
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set at such an early age.

“You know, it’s like having your son
compared to Babe Ruth’ in baseball,” Lindsay
says. “I don’t know what’s going to happen.”

While natural aptitude like the advanced
hand-eye coordination Jack has plays a role,
many who study prodigies believe this kind of
talent may have more to do with his near
obsessive(F B M ) focus and repetition. Jack
regularly hits three buckets of balls and often
asks for more. Experts say, if you start at an
early age you’ |l be that much better as you get
older.

Jack’ s parents support and nurture his

passion, but say that contrary to what many may
think, they are not pushing their child — in fact,
they say, it’s the opposite. “We haven’t pushed
him one day,” Lindsay says. “He pushes us every
day.”
They also have taken steps to deal with
Jack’s increasing high-profile as he’s been
inundated (4 -=+-+- B ¥ ¥ ) with requests for TV
and radio .appearances. While Jack seems
unbothered by all the attention, his parents say
the flood of requests intimidated them so much
that they hired an agent. When told that many
people would be skeptical over the need for an
agent, Jack’s mother, Kim Lindsay, says they
did so because they want to take it slow and
would like someone to guide them through the
maze( B ) of instant fame.
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Jack’s parents say he’ll be the one to decide
how far he wants to go with his golf game. For
now, he’ |l continue lessons for as long as he
wants to play. Official competition is still years
away. Jack’s father insists he has a simple wish
when it comes to his son.

“I just want him to be happy and be a good
boy-:-and do whatever he wants to do,” says
Lindsay. “If it’s golf, great. If it” s something

else he wants to do, great.”

1. Decide whether the following statements are True (T') or Fasle(F) according to
the information given in the pas-age.
1) Jack lindsay loved the Golf channel better than cartoons. { )
2) Jack is compared to Tiger Woods in several ways. ()
3) Babe Ruth is a great baseball player. ( )
4) Jack’s exordinary talent is mainly born. ( )
5) Jack’s parents hired an agent to make their son more famous. ( )
2. Work out the meaning of each of the following words from the context in which it
appears and then tick the best alternative.
1) svelte (para. 4)

A) slender B)large C) heavy D) tiny
2) charm (para. 6)

A) attract B) assure C) attack D) alert
3) prowess (para. 6)

A) ability B) power C) affection D) possibility
4) intimidated (para.7)

A) frightened B) bold C) interested D) patient

5) aptitude (para. 9)
A) courage B) patience C) reservation D) talent
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