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Amelia Earhart; Aviation Pioneer

Early one morming, KEdwin
Earhart and his daughter Amelia
Mary walked down a dirt street in
Atchison, Kansas. Dressed in dark
blue, knee — length bloomers, Amelia
carried a bamboo pole, from which
dangled three, freshly — caught fish .

Any “proper” ladies of Atchison
watching the seven — year — old might
have been shocked. After all, in
1905, little girls were expected to
wear long skirts with ribbons and
laces, to play quietly with dolls, and
to learn how to cook and sew. They

certainly did not wear bloomers and go

fishing .
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Amelia Farhart: Aviation Pioneer

- Mr. Earhart, however, allowed
Amelia and her younger sister,
Muriel, to do many things usually re-
served for boys. He let them play
baseball, explore caves, fish, walk
on stilts, and collect insects, worms,
and toads .

Amelia’s mother, Amy Earhart,
liked adventures, too. She had been
the first woman to climb to the top of
Pike’s Peak in Colorado. She was the
daughter of Alfred Otis, an influential
Kansas judge who had helped to
establish the town of Atchison. Judge
Otis had expected his daughter to

be a belle of Atchison society, so he
3



R SSIRRS AT IAHH

K, RS EAENFAF
[T K ) B F & G 4 R AR AS ] R
HFEBERAF LT T A
FH, it fidrd g, £.00R
W, #8. KGR, HRL X,
e R E A B

FTARA L6y FF K% Red
HELERTW, 225 EH
T35k EMEMETR A B — A Ao A
XA BE BN — 1 R vk
EBERRAGEE R FE A &L,
REMETARAETHELA
Z—, BB Il e R A B A
LA S ey, B S R g

4



Amelia Earhart: Aviation Pioneer

was disappointed when she married
Edwin Earhart, the son of a minister.

Amelia was born in her grandpa
Otis’s large White house on Quality
Hill, where many prominent and
wealthy people lived. She spent much
of her childhood there because her fa-
ther, a lawyer for the railroads, was
frequently away on business, and her
mother often traveled with him. The
house sat on a bluff overlooking the
Missouri River, surrounded by gar-
dens. It was a perfect place for curi-
ous little girls.

Although her sense of adventure

and her daring often got her into
5
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Amelia Earhart: Aviation Pioneer

trouble, young Amelia never let that
stop her from doing what she wanted.
“I am sure T was a horrid little girl,”
she wrote years later.

When she was nine, Amelia
asked her father for a boy’s sled for
Christmas. Not for Amelia were the
lightweight, boxy sleds that girls rode
only on gentle slopes. Instead, she
got the sled she had requested. She
then sped down steep hills, steering
around trees as well as any boy .

For adventure one spring,
Amelia decided to build a roller coast-
er. She coaxed her sister and a few

friends into helping her build a rickety
7
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Amelia Earhart: Aviation Pioneer

ramp from an eight — foot — high
woodshed to the ground. Then Ameli-
a, the test pilot, got in the “car” - a
square board with two parallel planks
on the underside — and headed for her
first crash landing. Undaunted, she
made adjustments and kept trying un-
til she completed a successful ride.
“It’s just like flying!” she said .
Other inventors of the early
1900s had better luck with their flying
inventions, however. In 1903,
Orville Wright had flown the first
gasoline ~ powered airplane for 12
seconds and a distance of 120 feet

(36 meters). Two years later, the
9
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Amelia Earhart: Aviation Pioneer

Wright brothers had built a plane thal
could turn in circles and do figure -
eights in the sky. One of their longer
flights lasted 38 minutes and covered
24 miles (38 kilometers). By 1908,
airplanes could climb and turn, but
they were still difficult to control.
Ten - year — old Amelia saw a
flying machine for the first time in
1908 at the lowa State Fair. The bi-
plane had double wings and was built
of wood, wire, and oiled canvas. Tt
basically resembled a large box kite.
The pilot of this early airplane sat
near the front of the contraption, rest-

ing his feet on the nearest brace.
11
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Amelia Earhart: Aviation Pioneer
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Goggles masked his face to protect his
eyes from the wind, and the engine
sputtered behind him. Amelia was not
very impressed when the plane
bumped along the ground, then floun-
dered into the air. She may have been
thinking that she could build some-
thing better.

Although Amelia was the tow —
headed tomboy of Quality Hill, she
loved to spend time reading. In fact,
she finished most of the books in her
grandfather’s large library. The many
hours she spent reading instead of
getting into trouble provided - some

much - needed quiet time for the
13



