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CHINESE INTELLECTUALS:
IMPRESSIONS AND VIEWS OF THE UNITED STATES
(1943 - 1953)

ABSTRACT

This book focuses on a historical topic about America among the
Chinese intellectuals, in an effort to describe and analyze a complicated
process, during a significant transitional period in the history of China in
the mid-20th-century, in which the Chinese intellectuals were seeking to
recognize this political and cultural community, and to trace the American
impression that existed in China between the contemporary and modem
periods of its history, so as to better comprehend history through the accu-
mulated knowledge and understanding of the United States of America by
the Chinese intellectuals.

Chapter One: Introduction

This chapter accounts for the basis for the selection of the thesis pro-
posal, and discusses its realistic significance; justifies the .time and space
chosen for this dissertation; explains the general implications of the post-
colonial theory, with the help of a specnﬁc aspect of this theory as well as
its related cnthues, and deﬁnes power , a special term as’ apphed in

this paper.




Chapter two; America Viewed from Political Perspective

This chapter explores the impact of the factors, such as political sta-
tus, political attitude and ideological bias, upon the views of America by
the Chinese intellectuals; elaborates the various viewpoints and opinions
as displayed among the Chinese intellectuals with regard to the American
post-colonial political characteristics, the dualism as exhibited among the
Chinese intellectuals in face of the nationalism and modemization, and
the different options as demonstrated among the Chinese intellectuals in
confrontation with a world dominated by two super-powers of the United
States and the Soviet Union.

Chapter Three: America Viewed from Perspective of Power

~ This chapter discusses the permeating effect of the manipulation of
political power upon the views of America among the *bureaucrat-schol-
ars’ or ‘scholar-bureaucrats’ at the center of power of the _Republic of
China; and the overwhelming or prevailing influence of the position of
America in the post-war power structure of China upon the Chinese intel-
lectuals knowledge of America, thus revealing a crisis in the recogniﬁon
of the double power control of both China and the United States.

Chapter Four:’ A@ﬁm Viewed from Cultural Perspective

~ This chapter looks at the impact, in a cultural context, of the im-
posing cultural invasion from America and the accompanying discourse
hegemony in ideology upon the views of America among the Chinese intel-

. 2 .



lectuals; the impact of the post-war American culture upon the cultural
exchanges between the Chinese people and the American people; and
such impact as reflected by the bewilderment of the Chinese intellectuals
in cultural awareness. The discussion of this issue is composed of two
parts; A. impact upon the average Chinese intellectuals; B. impact upon
the elite Chinese intellectuals. Part A centers around the dominating ef-
fect of the imposing American culture on the cultural awareness of the in-
tellectuals at the grass roots of the society. Part B deals with the critical
feeling or the bewilderment at the recognition of a culture among the free
intellectuals, resulting from the West discourse hegemonism and the

West-centered cultural hegemonism.
Chapter Five: America Viewed with ‘ Leaning-to-the-one-side’ Strategy

This chapter looks into how, with the adoption of the overall ‘lean-
ing-to-the-one-side’ strategy (that of siding only with the Soviet Union)
at the initial stage following the founding of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, the Chinese Communist Party at various levels started a nation-wide
ideological reform drive among the Chinese intellectuals to eliminate
* American influence from their mind and to regulate their ideology, so that
they would readjust themselves to a new environment, where they must
" submit themselves to the political power, where they must look at America
as they were told to, and where they must accept as true whatever was of-
fered in ideology by the authority.

The conclusion is a brief summary over the views of America among
the Chinese intellectuals at a great tuming point in the Chinese history.
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