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Lesson One

Text
Ant as a Social Insect

There are more ants than any other kind of land
animal in the world. A million ants can live in a few
trees, and there may be a quarter of a million in one colony.
The total weight of all the ants in the world is far greater
than that of all the human beings.!

We are extremely interested in the study of ants.
The more we study them, the more they seem to be like
ourselves. Our dictionary tells us that the ant is a social
insect. That means that ants live in societies in which
they depend on one another. The societies are not all
exactly the same. There are differences because there
are ants of very many kinds — more than 15,000 kinds,
in fact. But in general each kind has ants of three types:
queens, males, workers.

The queen, which has wings for a time, flies away
with a winged male one day. The male dies soon after-
wards, while the queen, without her wings, finds a good
place for her new nest and begins to lay eggs there?
Worker ants feed her, protect the eggs, and build as big
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and as safe a home as they can.?

In the ant society each worker has a special job.
Some workers take care of the young, and other carry
out building work, and still other are soldier ants and do
the fighting.¢

Some ants remind us of farmers. They gather
seeds and store them underground. If the seeds begin
to grow, the ants throw them away round the edges of
the nest. There the growing seeds become fields of *“‘ant
rice”.

The ants have a good many enemies, which include
birds, bears, and “ant-eaters” of various kinds. In some
cases other ants are their worst enmemies, just as man’s
worst enemy is man. In some parts of the world red
ants march in large armies to attack the homes of black
ants. Meanwhile, the black ants are blocking the en-
trances to their tunnels with all the stones and mud that
their engineers and workers can find.®

The red ants attack. Some of them succeed in
getting inside the tunnels, trying to carry the black ant
babies away. The black ants do all they can 1o prevent
that, sending their biggest soldiers into action.® Very
many of the robber ants’ soldiers and workers are killed,
but some escape with babies belonging to the black ants.”
Having taken the babies home, they bring them up in
their own colony because they have no workers of their
own. When grown up these ants become the only workers
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in the red ants’ colony.

Studies of ant life tell us that these creatures live
in colonies, keep farms, go to war, carry off slaves, and
But do they think?
Are they intelligent? Probably the worker ants who get
the food do not know what they are doing. They are
controlled entirely by instinct.

have a society rather like our own.?

New Words
1. ant [znt] n. 123 Vg
2. colony [’kolani] n. #iE, BREX, BE#
3. dictionary [‘dik{oncri] n. FH, Hi
4. insect ['insekt] n. B
5. queen [kwi:n] ». xZE; X5y (BE) ER
6. male [meill n. . Y, #iEE
7. wing fwin] . 33
8. egg [eg] n. "
9. remind [ri'maind] vt. #’E, s
10. seed [si:d] n. ¥
11. nest [nest] ». =, B
12. bear [bes] n. i1
13. ant-eater [eent’i:ta] n. i
14. march fma:tf] v. FHE, it
15. meanwhile ['mi:n'wail] adv. FHk, SR
16. block [blok] v. PR, 4
17. entrance [‘entrons] n. A
18. tunnel [‘tan]] n. YiH, BiE
19. mud [mad] n. b/ =3omd



20.
21.

23.

25.
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robber ['roba] n. mE
escape lis'’keip] v. HEre
. creature ['kri tfa] . =37i]
slave [sleiv] n. wmE
. intelligent [intelid3ont] a. BhHEN, BEERN
instinct [instipkt] n. AfE
Phrases and Expressions
. a quarter of magyZz—
. in general Bz, —k&
. ©or a time i, —K
. fly away K
. remind . .. of M, XT7-BE
. throw away P
. succeed in B
. carry away HE
. send . . . into action - AR
. bring up 2y, Fik
of one’s own B2K
.2 tO war EITH:
Notes

.. far greater than that of all the human beings th far BBI7,

X H BN A R E0E ST LA TR A A CARE T
still, much, even, 2 great deal, etc. that ZF#iE#Y the total

weight, FHRBHESMA

that {4# 6 human beings Hf

beings Ru[¥& 7, SA HBHER. ERIBPHN{EFhumans



R, BEER. 287Fh: “HRLEREUHEER
hEEAXBERKES, 7

...whils B{H—/AH34, WFER “T” . &FHTEFEN ‘@
BARAURREZR, MEAETHBRBRUR— 7Y, EH
HYHER, HFAHERE>N. ”

...as big and as safe @ home as they can XF4ah, as GY
LA ARG AN, NEREEE, FNRERERZE,
KL RERETST so, too, FHi, so large @ room (RHE
SO a large room) ( 4 i % B %ré])_ s too complicated a pro-
blem ( <®E{itoo a complicated problem) ( —A-1 4584k
[F)§8i); as heavy a weight es can be lifted by two men CRE[
as a heavy weight as can be lifted by two men) ( J§ AGRiGE M
BENEY) . 2TFEN: “IRSEWFM, HXABRmU
fRip, TMEHRHBREL - XAXEEWF. ”

. . . do the fighting &5 “#4T}7 , FBEHA “do+zh&#H"
MR AEZEUYEY, XZ. do the cooking (&R,
do the weshing ( ¥t Xjg ), do cae’sshopping (FELLEFEO .,
LARFEN: “AREITRRESN, FENNEREE, nF %
R, TEFTH. 7

AN, RRAIHERIENMEBRIEELTERR S
B,

.. . sending their biggest soldiers into action B I{E 43154618,
EHRIRIE, Hrh send...into action HFEN; “UPK----- 3
¥3}” , into action £ T into fighting. X #1, go into action
CFisR3 ), be killed in action ( 717 ), put...out of
action (& HRITI) . 29TFN: “BIRESEERY
EQB IR, MEE2DHENBWHESE. 7

R ERBER R BRI ATE, BERE —Haf#hERY
HET,

M BEAERBHRPRIBA, IEEYRERK, M08
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Exercises

I. Choose the best ending for each sentence:
1. In anat societies .
a. the males are the rulers
b. the queens are the rulers
c. the workers are the rulers
2. The soldier ants’ jobs are
a. to feed the queen
b. to build homes
¢c. to do the fighting
3. Insome cases the worst enemies of black ants are
a. bears
b. ant-eaters
c. red ants
4. Red ants rob black ants
a. from their babies
b. of their babies
¢. with their babies
5. Ants in a colony
a. depend on one another
b. live independently
¢c. depend on the 4queen
II. Put the following semtences into Chinese and pay
attention to the meanings of phrasal verbs:
A
1. Some red robber ants try to caary the black ant babics away.



. 2. ‘The black ant soldiers carried on the fighting against the red

1II.

robber ants.
3. The researchers tried their best to carry the plan through.

The soldiers, carrying out the order, began to attack the
enemy’s position.

B.
1. The ants throw the seeds away round the edges of the nest.
2. The tyrent (BF) was throw down by his people.
3. Throwing off his coat, he jumped into the water to savi the
drownir.g child.
4. After a long discussion, the group threw out our suggestion
as unsound.
Choose the best word to complete each sentence
and make changes where necessary:
1. weigh, weight, weighty

a. your is equal to the force of gravitation on
you.

b. Do you often yourself?

c. An ant can carry things than itseif.

2. engine, engineer, enginecring
a. The tank is powered by four

b. They have completed the of the new machine
c. His powerful enemies are trying _ _ ___ his downfal{.
d. The are busy with their designs.

3. colony, colonist, colonize, colonigl, colonialist
a. The African people fought successfully against
rule.
b. The new tried to put that country under their
control.



€.

The British Hongkong in the 19th century.

At the beginning there were clashes between the
and the native pecople.
Scientists are trying to establish on the moon.

4. intelligent, intelligence, intelligible

a.

Some scientists used to say that there might be

beings on Mars.

The tests have shown thaf the of children is
essentially the same from rece to race.

This essay is quite though it concerns a diffi-
cult subject.

5. include, including, inclusive

a.

C.

The hotel bill amounted to around 100 yuan of Two
dinners.

The ants have many enemies, : birds, bears
and ant-eaters.

The expenses rent and utilities.



Lesson Two
Text
In the Shadow of Etna

People who live on the slopes of an active volcano
know that at any moment everything they possess, their
homes and the crops they have carefully cultivated, may
be swept away by molten lava that runs down the moun-
tainside after ap eruption.. When Mount Etna, which
is considered to be one of Sicily’s main tourist attractions,
erupted in 1971 few of those who came to watch were
capable of appreciating the feelings of the farmers whose
homes and land were threatened.?

Etna, which is the most continuously active voicano
in Europe, had erupted twice before in this century. The
eruption of 1928, which was the more destructive of the
two, destroyed a huge area of farmland and a small town.
The villagers, who must have realized that the same thing
would happen again and whose homes were in constant
danger, nevertheless hoped that the volcano would leave
them in peace.?

The most dangerous volcanoes are the explosive
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type, one of which is Mont Pelee on the island of Mar-
tinique, which blew up in 1902 and killed all but one of
the inhabitants of the town of St. Pierre, most of whom
were poisoned by its noxious gases.t The only survivor
was a prisoner in the town gaol whose cell was so badly
ventilated that the gas did not reach him. Nowadays,
instruments that can read the signs of an approaching
explosion are used in populated areas around such vol-
canoes to warn people of changes in temperature that
may indicate an eruption.’

Etna, which belongs to a less dangerous category
of volcanoes, called “effusive”’, possessed no instruments,
since it had never shown explosive tendencies. The lava
that has brought so much destruction in the past even-
tually produces good soil and so the people who lived
near it were prepared to go on taking the risk.

The mountain, which continually throws lava
blocks high into the air, showed signs of a coming eruption
in April 1971 by suddenly becoming silent. T.e molten
lava, trying to find a way out, forced its way through a
fault in the mountain only three miles from the start of
the cultivated land. The farmers whose crops were
threatened could only watch patiently as the slow stream
of lava gradually poured down the mountainside. The
land they had worked on, which was buried underneath,
will not be fit for farming again for fifty years.®

10
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slope
volcano
cultivate
sweep
molten
lava
eruption
mount
tourist

. erupt

. appreciate
. destructive
. inhabitant
. Ppoison

. moxious

. survivor

. prisoner

. gaol

. cell

. ventilate
. warn

. category
. effusive

. tendency
. fault

. patiently
. bury

Now words

[slaup] ».
[vol’keinou] n,
['kaltiveit] vz.
[swi:p] ve.
['msultan] a.
[1a:va] n.
[i'rapfon] n.
[maunt] n.
['tuorist] n.
[i’rapt] v.
[»'pri:fieit] ve.

[dis’traktiv] a.
[in’haebitont] n.

['psizn] n.; vt.
['nok{ss] a.
[so'vaive] n.
['prizns] n.
[d3eil] 7.

[sel] .
['ventileit] vz,
[woa:n] vr.
['’kaetigari] n.
[i'fju:siv] a.
['tendansi}
[fa:1t] n.
['peifantli] adv.
['beri] vt
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