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From the ancient capital Changan
(Xi‘an) westward, there was a vital com-
munication line connecting with the cen-
tral, southern and western Asia and
Europe in the period of Han and Tang
Dynasties. It was later reputed the Silk
Road by the European historians because
silk was the main cargo which was well-
received and in largest quantity among
the merchandise transported along this
line.

Within Shaanxi border, the Silk Road
had two routes. One went to the north-
west along Jinghe river into Hexi corrider
with another westward along Weihe river
into Hexi corrider. The two routes met
in Wuwel county, Gansu Province and
continued through Changye, Jouquan, Dun-
huang counties across Yumen Gate or
Yangguan Gate to the vast area, now

Xinjiang Ujgur Autonomous Region. With-
in Xinjiang border, there were two main
routes of the Silk Road by the southern
side of the Tianshan mountain in Han
Dynasty. One went westward from Loulan
(now northwest of Lop Nur), along sou-
thern side of the Takla Maken desert via
Qiemou. Yutian (now Hetian county) and
Suoche, over Congling (now Pamirs) to
India, Persia, Dagin (Roman Empire) and
the other went westward from Cheshi
(mow Turpan county) along northern side
of the Takla Makan desert via Guizi (now
Kuche county) Shule (now Kashi county),
then they met together.

In the period from Southern & Nor-
thern Dynasties to the Sui and Tang Dy-
nasties, the third road was built along the
northern side of the Tianshan mountains
within Xinjiang border. By the time of

the Tang Dynasty, it passed westward
through Tingzhou (Jimshar county) straight
to the Suiyie town on the western border
governed by the Anxi Duhufu. the fron
tier force at that time (the Tockmark
town on the southern bank of Chuhe river
in central Asia, U.S.S.R).

Apart from lots of merchants, diplo-
mats and travellers, many well-known
figures, such as Zhanggian, Xuanzang,
Chiumoloshih (an Indian monk) and Maco
pole, used to be coming and going along
this route in ancient time. The Chinese
silk, gunpowder, papermaking and printing
were introduced toc western countries. The
Buddhism Nestorianism and Islamism we-
re introduced to China, and frequent ex-
changes of culture and art were carried

on right following this friendly route——
The Silk Road.
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a farewell of Emperor
Wu on his mission to
Western Regions in the
Han Dynasty (The Tun-
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Xian is an ancient city with a long
history and a brilliant culture that is well
known to the world. The world—renown
Silk Road has Xian as its starting point.
From the 11th century B.C Xian served
intermittently as the capitals of the Zhou,
Qin, Han, Sui, Tang and others, totalling
eleven dynasties and spanning a period of
over 1100 years. Xian is the earlist capital
w hich possesses the longest history among
the six ancient cities of China. It has li-
ved through various stagesof the history
of human society and preserved the cul-
tural marksof each historical period enab-
ling the tourists today to drink in the
beauty and wonders of the ancient city
and enjoy the cream of the human culture
and art. Now this old and beautiful city,
experienced the vicissitudes, irradiates
the vigour of its youth and becomes one

of the most famous tourist attraction.
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BUDDHIST MONK XUAN ZANG
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BUDDHIST MONK YUAN ZANG

Xuan Zang (602—664A.D.), originally
named Chen W.ei, was reputed Tripitaka
Master with a popular name Tang Monk
and was born in Yen Shi county, Henan
Province. In 623 A.D. he made light of
thousands of kilometers along the Silk
Road in his journey to the Holy land of
Buddhism Tian Zhu (now India) to seek
Buddhist scriptures. In this duration, he
was titled the Master Monk and enjoyed
a high reputation in Tian Zhu. After co-
ming back to Changan in 645, he spent
his next nineteen years translating the
Sanskrit scriptures of 75 sets, over 1300
volumes. He was not only a distinguished
monk, translator and scholar but also an
outstanding traveller.
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GOING WESTWARD ALONG THE WEIHE RIVER
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Going westward from the ancient ca-
pital of Xian along the Weihe River via
Xianyang, Xingping and Fufeng counties
through Qishan, Fengxiang counties to
Baoji with further entry into Gansu Pro-
vince, this is the main route of the fa-
mous Silk Road within Shaanxi border.

Xianyang was the capital of the Qin
Dynasty, the Xianyang Museum displays
several thousand precious historical relics

of Qin and Han Dynasties which attract
the visitors with great admirations. Mao-
ling, the Han Emperor Wudi’s tomb and
General Huo Qubing’s tomb in Xianping
county, the Zhaoiing tomb in Liguan co-
unty and the Qianling tomb in Qianxian

county are well-preserved and look magni--.
ficent. By the way of Mawei Slope of " .
Xingping county, there is the tomb of the . L
distinguished concubine Yang. The Farien-

Temple of Fufeng county is the oldest
one among the Buddhist temples in Guan
zhong plain. The Qishan county has Zhu
Geliang’s old battlefield called Wuzhang
plain. The East Lake located in Fengxiang

nt, and the Jintai
té‘qnst attraction.
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Along the
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Tianshui, 2, 000-year-old town named
for its plenty springs and clear waters, is
one of the birthplaces of China’s ancient
culture.

with Xian (Shaanxi) to the east
and Lanzhou to the west, Tianshui once
functioned as a trade distributing center
on the old Silk Road. Here dot historical
sites and cultural relics such as the grotto
Mai jishan, Nanguo and Fuxi temples.
What is recorded in history and classical
poetry concerning Tianshui include that Li
Guang, famous general of Han, was born
here; Zhuge Liang, resourceful and wise
strategist in the Three Kingdoms, com-
manded six battles in Qishan mountain
(south of Tianshui); Xuan Zang, renowned
Buddhist monk in Tang, passed this area
on his pilgrimage way to India; and Du
Fu, great Tang poet, once took refuge
here.

Work on Maijishan Grotto started in
early fifth century. In the existing 194
caves are well-preserved over 7,200 clay
and stone sculptures and some 1,300
square metres of frescoes.
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LANZHOU
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Lanzhou, the capital of Gansu pro-
vince, covers an area of 14,000 square
kilometres and supports a population of
over two million,

This 2,000-year-old town once function
ed as a garrison of strategic importance

on the Silk Road. Huo Qubing, famous
general of Han Dynasty, stationed his

troops here and, Xuan Zang, hotable Budd
hist monk of Tang, also passed through
this place on his pilgrimage way to India.
Many scenic spots and historical sites are
found in the city. The Five-spring and
White Pagoda Parks, renowned for their
picturesque landscape and unique archi-
tecture, were built around hills on both
banks of the Yellow River that squeezes
its way through the city. The view of its
beauty is worth the climb to their tops.

The Binglingsi Thousand Buddhas’
Cave, started in 420AD. contains carved
stone statues and frescoes of 5th-19th
century, its magnificence bearing a strong
resemblance to Yungang and Longmen
grottoes. i

The Labulengsi Temple (Xiahe), one
of the six grand Lamaist shrines, keeps
sixty of thousands of gold-plating bronze
Buddha, and every single one is strikingly
artistic and lifelike.

Lanzhou produces large varieties of
honeydew melon. The fragrance of melon
and fruit often fills the summer’s air.
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The Grotioes of
Binglingsi Temple
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The Labulengsi Monastery
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