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Preface

1000 Practical Chinese Idioms is specially compiled for the foreign
readers who are studying Chinese language. It aims to help readers to ac-
curately understand and use these common Chinese idioms. Readers will
find the idioms with their Chinese characters, explanations with English
translation, illustrative sentences with Pin Yin, simple instruction of us-
age, synonyms and antonyms.

Chinese idioms are the most characterized in Chinese words and
phrases, which could accurately express a profound meaning with only a
few words ; therefore not only Chinese people tend to use idioms in their
speech and writing, but also the foreigners who are studying Chinese lan-
guage like to use idioms to express themselves. Helping these readers to
properly use Chinese idioms is exactly the writers’ intention. We sincerely
hope this book will be helpful for readers to improve their knowledge of
using Chinese idioms.

In the course of compilation, we have received a great deal of assis-
tance and encouragement from our colleagues and foreign students; and we
have referred to many relevant dictionaries and materials. We would like
to extend our sincere gratefulness to all of them.

The compilation of this book is just an attempt. With the limit of our
knowledge , there must be a lot of flaws and omissions. Any criticism and
correctness from readers is eamestly requested.

Writers

December 2001
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