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Publisher’s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the editing,
trans]ating and publishing of books in foreign languages.
Over the past several decades it has published, in En-
glish, a great number of China’s classics and records as
well as literary works from the Qin down to modern times,
in the aim to fully display the best part of the Chinese
culture and its achievements. These books in the original
are famous and authoritative in their respective fields, and
their English translations are masterworks produced by no-
table translators both at home and abroad. Each book is
carefully compiled and translated with minute precision.
Consequently, the English versions as well as their Chi-
nese originals may both be rated as classics.

It is generally considered that these English transla-
tions are not only significant for introducing China to the
outside world but also useful reading materials for domes-
tic English leamers and translators. For this reason, we
have carefully selected some of these books, and will
publish them successively in Chinese-English bilingual

form.

Foreign Languages Press
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PREFACE TO CALL 70 ARMS

When I was young I, too, had many dreams.
Most of them I later forgot, but I see nothing in this to
regret. For although recalling the past may bring hap-
piness, at times it cannot but bring loneliness, and
what is the point of clinging in spirit to lonely bygone
days? However, my trouble is that I cannot forget com-
pletely, and these stories stem from those things which
I have been unable to forget.

For more than four years I frequented, almost dai-
ly, a pawnshop and pharmacy. I cannot remember how
old I was at the time, but the pharmacy counter was
exactly my height and that in the pawnshop twice my
height. I used to hand clothes and trinkets up to the
counter twice my height, then take the money given me
with contempt to the counter my own height to buy
medicine for my father, a chronic invalid. On my re-
turn home I had other things to keep me busy, for our
physician was so eminent that he prescribed unusual
drugs and adjuvants: aloe roots dug up in winter, sug-
ar-cane that had been three years exposed to frost,
original pairs of crickets, and ardisia that had seed-
ed. .. most of which were difficult to come by. But my
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father’ s illness went from bad to worse until finally he
died.

It is my belief that those who come down in the
world will probably learn in the process what society is
really like. My eagerness to go to N — and study in
the K — Academy seems to have shown a desire to
strike out for myself, escape, and find people of a dif-
ferent kind. My mother had no choice but to raise eight
dollars for my travelling expenses and say I might do as
I pleased. That she cried was only natural, for at that
time the proper thing was to study the classics and take
the official examinations. Anyone who studied “foreign
subjects” was a social outcast regarded as someone who
could find no way out and was forced to sell his soul to
foreign devils. Besides, she was sorry to part with me.
But in spite of all this, I went to N — and entered the
K — Academy; and it was there that I leamed of the
existence of physics, arithmetic, geography, history,
drawing and physical training. They had no physiology
course, but we saw woodblock editions of such works
as A New Course on the Human Body and Essays on
Chemistry and Hygiene. Recalling the talk and pre-
scriptions of physicians I had known and comparing
them with what I now knew, I came to the conclusion
that those physicians must be either unwitting or delib-
erate charlatans; and I began to feel great sympathy for
the invalids and families who suffered at their hands.
From translated histories I also leamed that the Japanese
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Reformation owed its rise, to a great extent, to the in-
troduction of Western medical science to Japan.

These inklings took me to a medical college in the
Japanese countryside. It was my fine dream that on my
return to China I would cure patients like my father
who had suffered from the wrong treatment, while if
war broke out I would serve as an army doctor, at the
same time promoting my countrymen’s faith in reform.

I have no idea what improved methods are now
used to teach microbiology, but in those days we were
shown lantern slides of microbes; and if the lecture
ended early, the instructor might show slides of natural
scenery or news to fill up the time. Since this was dur-
ing the Russo-Japanese War, there were many war
slides, and I had to join in the clapping and cheering
in the lecture hall along with the other students. It was
a long time since I had seen and compatriots, but one
day I saw a news reel slide of a number of Chinese,
one of them bound and the rest standing around him.
They were all sturdy fellows but appeared completely
apathetic. According to the commentary, the one with
his hands bound was a spy working for the Russians
who was to be beheaded by the Japanese military as a
wamning to others, while the Chinese beside him had
come to enjoy the spectacle.

Before the term was over I had left for Tokyo, be-
cause this slide convinced me that medical science was
not so important after all. The people of a weak and
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backward country, however strong and healthy they
might be, could only serve to be made examples of or
as witnesses of such futile spectacles; and it was not
necessarily deplorable if many of them died of illness.
The most important thing, therefore, was to change
their spirit; and since at that time I felt that literature
was the best means to this end, I decided to promote a
literary movement. There were many Chinese students
in Tokyo studying law, political science, physics and
chemistry, even police work and engineering, but not
one studying literature and art. However, even in this
uncongenial atmosphere I was fortunate enough to find
some kindred spirits. We gathered the few others we
needed and after discussion our first step, of course,
was to publish a magazine, the title of which denoted
that this was a new birth. As we were then rather clas-
sically inclined, we called it Vita Nova ( New Life) .

When the time for publication drew near, some of
our contributors dropped out and then our funds ran
out, until there were only three of us left and we were
penniless. Since we had started our venture at an un-
lucky hour, there was naturally no one to whom we
could complain when we failed; but later even we three
were destined to part, and our discussions of a future
dream world had to cease. So ended this abortive Vita
Nova .

Only later did I feel the futility of it all. At that
time I had not a clue. Later it seemed to me that if a
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