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THE GREAT HERITAGES OF CHINESE ART
ILLUSTRATIVE PLATES

CAPTIONS FOR THE FIRST SET
(Ancient Times)

The contents of this set range from the painted pottery of the Neolithic age to the paintings of the Ch’u
people of the last period of the Chou dynasty. Some of these works of art have just come to our knowledge
for the first time. Here we can see some exccllent representative works of the earliest eras of China. The great
heritages of Chinese art have manifested their brilliunt and virile qualities from the very beginning.

PLATE I. PAINTED POTTERY UNEARTHED IN KANSU PROVINCE

Fig. 1—Fig. 6: Painted Pottery Unearthed in Kansu Province
At the latter stage of the Neolithic age there emerged in China a kind of painted pottery of exquisite workmanship. We
call this period the “Era of Painted Pottery Culture.” Sofar as we know today, the region where this kind of pottery

was widely in use, included Honan, Shansi, Shensi, Kansu, Sinkiang, Jehol, Liaoning, and perhaps an even larger area. All
the six pieces shown here were unearthed in Kansu.

PLATE 1I. BRONZE VESSELS OF THE YIN DYNASTY
Fig. 7: Yu, Square Vessel for Holding Wine with a Loop Cover, a Birdshaped Knob and a Phoenix-

and-Orge-mask Pattern

Fig. 8: Huang, Drinking Cup in the Shape of an Elephant’s Head with an Ogre-mask Pattern
Fig. g9: Chieh, Drinking Cup in the Shape of a Bovine Head with an Ogre-mask Pattern
Fig. 10:  Yu, Vessel for Holding Wine in the Shape of a Cock

Bronze vessels of the Yin dynasty were unearthed in great quantities. The patterns on the vessels are mainly modelled after

the shapes of animals, showing a tendency of moderate complexity. Sometimes they possess, however, a realistic touch as can
be seen here from the cover with a bird-shaped knob and from the vessels in the shape of an elephant’s head or a cock.

PLATE III. STONE SCULPTURES UNEARTHED IN ANYANG
Fig. 11: “Owl” in Marble
Fig. 12: “Frog” in Marble
Fig. 13: Big Stone Musical Instrument
Fig. 14: Statue in Marble

It is characteristic of the statue that it has designs carved on its body. It should also be noted that the tiger’s stripes
engraved on the stone musical instrument already show a realistic tendency.

PLATE IV. BRONZE VESSELS OF THE CHOU DYNASTY (I)
Fig. 15: Big Cooking Tripod Made by Yi* (1)
Fig. 16: Big Cooking Tripod Made by K’of (2)

These two tripods are massive. The one made by K’ weighs 300 catties and the other made by Yii, 250 catties; both are
priceless treasures of the Chou dynasty. They were unearthed in the last period of the Ch’ing (Manchu) dynasty.

Fig. 17: Hu, Jug Inlaid with Gold and Silver, Unearthed in Chin Village of Loyang, Honan
Province
Fig. 18: Tui, Food Container Inlaid with Gold and Silver, Unearthed in Chin Village of Loyang,
Honan Province
The above two vessels are representatives of the metal works of art unearthed in Chin Village. The diseovery of the bronze

vessels inlaid with gold and silver reveals the advanced and elaborate technique of casting during the period of the Warring
States.

PLATE V. BRONZE VESSELS OF THE CHOU DYNASTY (II)
Fig. 19: Hu, Pot Carved with Hunting Figures (1)
Fig. 20: Hu, Pot Carved with Hunting Figures (2)

Bronze vessels carved with figures of men and animals originated from the pots with hunting figures popular in the last
period of the Chou dynasty. Here we find the origin of the bas-relief of the Han period.

PLATE VI. BRONZE VESSELS OF THE CHOU DYNASTY (1II)

Fig. 21: Mirror with Hunting Figures, Inlaid with Gold and Silver (Plate in Colour)
This is one of the most exquisite bronze vessels inlaid with gold and silver unearthed from a royal tomb at _Chin Village of
Loyang. Bearing perfectly exquisite marquetry, it is considered to be the most excellent specimen of Chinese casting in
ancient times.

Fig. 22: Hst Tsun, Bovine Pitcher (Plate in Colour)

Height: 31.3 c¢m.; length: 43 em. The pitcher is inlaid with gold and silver. Where it was unearthed is not yet known. It
looks like an ox with a bulky body and four short legs, but with no horns. In view of its archaic style it is considered
a product of the last period of the Chou dynasty.




PLATE VII. BRONZE VESSELS UNEARTHE D IN HSINGCHENG OF HONAN PROVINCE

Fig. 23: Pot with a Standing Stork
Fig. 24: Let, Wine Jar with the Pattern of Dragons
Fig. 25: Huang, Cup in the Shape of a Tiger

PLATE VIII. BRONZE VESSELS UNEARTHED IN HUNYUAN

Fig. 26: Vessel with the Pattern of Dragons
Fig. 27: Vessel in the Shape of a Sheep
Fig. 28: Hsi Tsun, Bovine Pitcher or Ceremonial Vessel

PLATE IX. BRONZE BASIN (CHIEN) WITH THE PATTERN OF A BATTLE ON LAND
AND WATER, UNEARTHED IN CHIHSIEN
Fig. 29: Bronze Basin with the Pattern of a Battle on Land and Water
Fig. 3o: Copy of the Pattern on the Above Basin

This basin, about 80 em. high and with a diameter of 50 cm. at its mouth, was unearthed by the Academia Sinica in the course
of excavating a tomb of the Chou dynasty at Shanpiao Village of Chihsien. The inlaid brass pattern indicates that the art

of the last period of the Chou dynasty was developing towards realism.

PLATE X. SWORD WITH PATTERNS OF ANIMALS, INLAID WITH GOLD AND
SILVER
Fig. 31: Sword with Patterns of Animals, Inlaid with Gold and Silver

Where the sword was unearthed is not known. It was cast in the last period of the Chou dynasty and inlaid with patterns
of animals on either side—the patterns of deer, boars, bears, hunting dogs, rabbits, dragons, and flying birds on one side, and
those of deer, bears, oxen, phoenixes, tigers, fichting bulls, and flying birds on the other. The most vivid and lifelike of
these patterns are those of the hunting dogs and fighting bulls. They are considered to be excellent examples of the realistic

style in that period.
PLATE XI. WOODEN BURIAL STATUETTES UNEARTHED IN CHANGSHA, HUNAN
PROVINCE
Fig. 32: Wooden Burial Statuette of a Warrior Unearthed in Changsha
Fig. 33: Two Heads of Wooden Burial Statuettes Unearthed in Changsha
In the past ten years, a great number of tombs of the last period of the Chou and the Han dynasty were excavated; and

many wooden burial statuettes or figurines and lacquer wares were found.

PLATE XII. PAINTING ON SILK OF THE LAST PERIOD OF THE CHOU DYNASTY

Fig. 34: Painting on Silk of the Last Period of the Chou Dynasty

In the spring of 1949, this painting was found in a tomb of the Chou period, at Mt. Ch’enchia in the southeastern suburbs
of Changsha, Hunan Province About 30 c¢m, long and 20 cm. wide, this is a hair-pencil portrait of a lady having a slender
waist together with a phoenix and a dragon. It seems that the finishing touches for the dragon were left undone. The pose
of the lady is similar to those of the wooden women statuettes of the Ch’u people. As an ancient saying has it, “The king of
Ch’a likes women with slender waists.” From this painting we may gather that the fashion of slim waist was in vogue
among women in the State of Ch'u during that period.

* Yii, a noble in the Chou dynasty.
+ K’o, a chef in the court of the Chou dynasty.
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