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Lesson One

PARIS—Beautiful City of Light

PARIS, France. To people all over the world Paris is a
symbol ofculyt’u'rc, charm, and beauty.

Paris has an atmosphcre unlikc that of any other city in
the world. Il,"i'é a city ol great beauty. Little industrial smoke
hangs over if,’ Tor most of the big factorics arc in the suburbs.
Although morc and morce skyscrapers arc built, most of Paris
still lics open to the sky. The sun filters down through the
many planc trces which linc its boulevards and avenucs.
Sunlight lNoods the spacious open squares, or places. Tt glit-
ters on the quict surface of the Scine River, which curves
through the heart of Paris. When the sun scts twilight is long,
for this is a northern city. Tt lics in the latitude of Gander,
Newloundland. Evening casts a soft light on the palc gray
stonc of the buildings.

Whecn night comes, Paris is cven morc the City ol Light,
a namc often given it. From the terrace of Sacre Cocur
Church on the height of Montmartre, the city below is a sca
of twinkling lights. Vicwed at night [rom an airplane, Paris
prescnts its most impressive sight. Then the whole pattern of
the city is sct out in pinpoints of lhight. The viewer sces the
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curving boulevards which enclosc the city in concentric cir-
cles. He also sces the Place Charles de Gaulle (Place de
YEtoile), with its Mloodlit Arc dec Triomphe and the 12 ave-
nucs which radiate -from it as a huge, spoked wheel. The
Placc dc la Concorde looms up as a rectangle of light, thé
cnd of a long highway extending through the suburbs toward
the channcl coast. In all dircctions from the center of the
city, roads reach out to cvery corner of France, for Paris is
the true center of French national life.

Its Location and Plan

The city of Paris is in the north—central part of France.
It is about 110 miles from the port of Le Havre on the Eng-
lish Channcl. The city lics on both banks of the Scine River
and is located ncar the center of the Paris basin. This shallow
depression drained by the Sciné s a rich farming region.

A Tour of Paris

Paris grew from the Ilc de la Citc,and it is there that the
visitor usually starts his tour of the city. Here is Notre Dame
of Paris, the most important cathedral in Francc and onc of
the most becautiful. Tt was built betwecen 1163 and 1330.
Somc of the most becautiful stained glass in the world is that
of the Saintc Chapelle on the Cite. This tiny church is com-
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plctely surrounded by the law courts, or Palais dc Justice.
Connccted to the Cite by a foot bridge is the ITle St. Louis.
The fine old houscs on its narrow strects probably give the
best picturc of what Paris was likc in the 17th century.

The Right Bank district between the Tle St. Louis and
the Place de la Republique is called the Marais, or “marsh,”
because it used to flood frequently before the quays were
built. Once an aristocratic ncighborhood, it is now a district
of working pcople. On the western edge of the Marais is the
Hotel de Ville, or old city hall of Paris. Ncarby is the arca
where the vast sheds of the city’s produce markets, called the
Halles, were located lor centurics. Its strects still bear the
names of products that were sold there. By the end of the
1960’s most of the markcts— among them, the markets for
fruits, vegetables, and fish— had been moved to more spa-
cious suburban quartcrs. _

Along the river on the Right Bank strctches the Palace
of the Louvre. It is now a muscum, and its long gallcrics arc
filled with the grecatest art treasurces of France. Among these
arc Lconardo da Vinci’s famous ‘Mona Lisa’, and the Greek
statucs known as the “Venus de Milo” and the “Winged Vie-
tory’.

Northward lics the National Academy of Music,
invariably called the “Opera.” Around the Place de 'Opera
and its connccting strects arc fashionable shops and many
opcn—air cafcs. At thesc cafes a visitor may sit for hours, if
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he chooses, and watch the passing crowd. According to an
old saying, if he waits long cnough he will sec every one in
the world. - ‘

Close to the Opera is the Madeleine. This rich and fash-
ionable church is built in the form: of a Greck temple. The
pillared front of the National Asscmbly(fdrmcrly called the
Chamber of Dcputies) faccs it from across the Scine and
seems almost a reflcction of the Madelcine.

In the Place de la Concorde stood the guillotine on
which the king and queen of France were cxccuted during
the French Revolution. Near that spot now stan.ds an
Egyptian obelisk given to King Louis Philippe in 1831. The
Arc de Triomphe faces the Concorde down the length of the
Champs—Elysces. Under the Arc is the tomb of France's
Unknown Soldicr. A flame, ncver allowed to die, burns
above the tomb. Traditionally the armics of France and its
allics have marchcd under. “the Arc and up the
Champs—Elysccs in their victory parades.

Among the interesting districts of the Right Bank arc
the former suburbs which arc now part of Paris. Far to the
north is Montmartre. Long outside the city limits, Montartre
still retains a village appcarance. If has stecp twisting streets -
and picturcsque houscs. Autcuil and Passy, between the Bois
de Boulogne and the Scing, are fine residential districts with
many beautiful houscs and spaciﬁs grounds.

<

On the Left Bank, residentiedl neighborhoods lie round
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the Champ—de—Mars and the Eiffcl Tower. Eastward is the
Invalidcs, an institution founded by Louis XIV for his disa-
bled vetcrans. It now houses military offices and an army
muscum. Napolcon’s tomb lics under the great dome of the
building called the Domc dcs Invalides. East of the Invalides
is the St. Germain district, crowded round the church of St.
Germain des Pres, the oldest church in Paris. Since the scc-
ond World War this picturcsque district has been the
favorite of artists and writers.

The oldest part of the Left Bank is the Latin Quarter in
which stands thc Sorbonne, a part of the University of Paris.
This district has bcen called the Latin Quarter since the
Middle Ages because for centurics only Latin was spoken
there. Many other educational institutions cluster near the
Sorbonnec. Nearby arc the Cluny muscum, with a rich collce-
tion of mecdicval art, and the Panthcon, where many of
France’s greatest men are buried.

In 1960 a program was begun to rcmove centurics of
grime from the facades of the city’s major historical land-
marks. The city improvement project included many acres of
parks and public gardens. A massive scheme of urban devel-
opment was inaugurated to transform Paris into onc of
Europe’s most modcern citics. Hill-risc complexcs of offices,
storcs, and apartments have come to dot Paris and its sub-
urbs, despite the outery of residents who deplore the effect
on the city’s magnificent vistas. Widc highways, huge park-
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ing lots, and an expanded mctro system scrve the new
centers.

A visitor to Paris should not lcave without going be-
yond the low—lying hills which ¢ncircle it on all sides and vis-
iting some of the intcresting suburbs. St.~Cloud is famous
for its bcautiful shady park and the view it commands of
Paris. In St.—Decnis is a vencrable abbcey. It is the burial place
of many French kings, cspecially of the Bourbon sovercigns.
The royal tombs were desccrated dhring the Revolution.
Vincennes has an ancicnt castle that was long used as a state
prison. Versailles is close to Paris, though not a suburb. Here
is the famous Palace of Versailles with its lovely gardens and

fountains. It is probably thc most magnificent royal resi-
dence ever erccted,

Notes

Paris «+ B
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Sorbonne  RIPKEK
Panthcon 7 X4

Bourbon sovereings - HEFHF LW
Vincennes I XAMEHE
Versailles ~ JURSEE
Eiffcl Tower  3UHE/RERIE

Analyse, paraphrase or translate the following

sentences. ' ’

1. Paris is the truc center of French national life.

2. The sun filters down thrbugh the many plane trcc‘s_s“g(_hich
linc its boulevards and avenucs. '

3. “If he waits long cnough hc will sce cvery onc in the
world.”

4. . A flame, never allowed to die, burns above the tomb,

5. Hill-risc complexcs of offices, storcs, and apartments
have come to dot Paris and its suburbs, despite the out-
cry of residents who deplore the cffect on the city’s mag-
nificent vistas. ‘ a

6. Vecrsailles is probably the most magniflicent royal resi-
dence cver crected.

Sunlight floods the spacious open squares, or places.

8. Thc Placc dc la Concorde looms up as a rcctanglc' of
light.

9. A massive scheme of urban development was inaugu-
rated to transform Paris into one of Europc’s most mod-
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ern citics.
10. Little industrial smoke hangs over it, for most of the big
factorics are in the suburbs.

Answer the pllowing questions:

1. What gives splendid beauty to Paris?

2. Whatis especially famous for the Palace of Louvre?

3. Where does a visitor usually start his tour of Paris from?

" What do you know about this place?

4. Why do many people go to opcen air cafcs in Paris?

5. Who wecre exccuted on the guillotine during the French
Revolution? '

6. Where is Eiffel Tower located? Who designed it ? Why is
it so famous? .
What is typical to the Latin Quarter?

8. How did thc city improvement project transform Paris
into a modcrn city?

9. Why werc pcople once against this modernization?

10. Where is Versailles? What is it famous for?

© 10 .



% 23R
R

R0 T 25 R W B Lt g+
éﬁ i EBRMBOEG. Xfehls +
z JULE IR Ky AT R B A, 4
A, mRE R RERNE
4% M. AT AR T 4k
AR RGN HREXF
BERRMSTE. T RAMBRE

BI—A BT, .

Y th 9 78 -+ 72 ZE AR A I ST AR 7 TG 7 4 20
Wat, 1276 FRABRER TREMNEH. EHEXR
WRIBEWS| THEARRFMAR., ¥4FREE
. B4R MBI, AHARIESS IR ARt
RHIEHR AL ROME. e — AR AR,
FURT s LA RCAL R RAORHEBL. S5 =t
RAMSE, AOHWITRE 5, BT 1955 44
B, 8RB L A v 0 5 25 8 75 SR I,
MR I Z R, bR RN T, &R
RS, HRTUSMEHEARE. SiTE
S MCHESIE. GEBATRBERL.

N



Lesson Two
Vienna

VIENNA, Austria. The important location of Vienna, on
the historic Danube River, made it a famous political and
cultural center of Europe in the 17th century. During the late
19th century, it flourishcd as the capital of the
Austro—Hungarian Empire. Vicnna bccame a center for
Europe’s musical composers and performers.

Trouble within the empire, followed by World War 1,
brbughl an cnd 1o the glorics the city had known. The pcace
trecaty of 1919 reduced Austria [rom a world power to a iiny,
isolated republic. Aflter a period of polit'cal strifc and cco-
nomic difficulty, Austria was anncxed by Nazi Germany in
1938. Vicnna’s commercial and cultural lifc declined rapidly.

World War II brought hardship and destruction, end-
ing in dcfcat and occupation in 1945. These disasters ended
in 1955 when a trcaty was signed and all forcign troops de-
parted. The city then became a ncutral bridge between the
Western democracics and the Communist states of castern
Europe.

With t'ic reopening of its Statc Opera Housc in Novem-
ber 1955, Vicnna again looked forward to a period of peace-
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