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A Touch of Magic
Bk B

By Johnnie L. Roberts
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In the gym of the Harris County Juvenile Detention Center in
Houston, Earvin (Magic) Johnson removes his suit jacket and paces
as he talks. “ I didn’t blame anybody but myself when I contracted
HIV!,” he tells the 100 or so juvenile inmates seated before him.
Nor should they blame anyone but themselves for the mistakes that
put them in this lockup. Along with such admonitions, he dispenses
cautionary tales and thrilling basketball war stortes. But what John-
son discusses most enthusiastically are his various businesses—the
T. G. 1. Friday’s restaurants and Starbucks cafés on the drawing
boards?; the concert and boxing promotions; the show-business
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