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Compiler’'s Note on A Book Series of Chinese Geography

Since the founding of our People’s Republic for more than 30 years,China’s socialist con-
strution has been forging rapidly ahead,and the country has undergone tremendous change in
all fields,such as exploitation and utilization of natural resources, transformation of natural en-
vironment ,distribution and production growth of industry and agriculture,etc. Vast numbers of
geographers of our country have made numerous investigations on the subjects above-men-
tioned throughout the country,and accumulated much information concerned, carrying China’
sgeography to a new stage and pushing it to a new high in terms of its theory and practice.

Under these favourable conditions, it is a matter of cardinal significance to compile and
publish A Book Series of Chinese Geography , Which rather comprehensively and systematically
summarizes and propagandizes China’s beautiful land and rich natural resources,especially the
achievements of the Chinese people in their hard struggle to transform nature and carry socialist
construction during the 30-odd years after the founding of New China,thus the knowlege of
Chinese geography can be spread among the broad masses, especially young people,to arouse
their patriotic enthusiam for acheiving the socialist modernization ,Moreover ,this series will be
helpful to readers abroad who wish to know our country. .

As a kind of popular geography readings of middle rank,the book series covers a general
survey of China's geography,human geography , physical geograhpy , regional geography , geo-
graphic atlases and so on. It is intended mainly for the readers at secondary school education
level. Different form the general geographic knowlege books or the academic research works as
well as textbooks,the series lays equal stress upon sciense and knowlege,so it represents not on-
ly the vast territory and abundant resources, but also great successes in socialist construction
achieved by Chinese people using these resources,and reveals potentialities and prospects of the
regional economy development as well. In addition, with the features of our time,the book se-
ries shows the scope and depth of scientific research on China’s geography ,its fine tradition and
latest progress, and geographic problem existing in socialist construction as well. The series is
tried to explain the profund in simple terms, write in an easy and fluent style ,and be in a new
form.

Thanks to joint efforts of numerous geographers and publishets, it is a great pleasure that a
book Series of Chinese geography can be compiled and published in succession after all. Howev-
er ,the numerous writers, compilers , publishers participated. in the book series work are in differ-
ent conditions, plus our organization work is not thought out carefully enough ,so earnestly hop-
ing that our broad masses of readers put forward conmemts and suggestions on the unavoidable
mistakes and shortcomings both in the contents and description,and in the design and printing
of this series,so as to be corrected in the future editions. We wish to extend our heartfelt thanks
to thoes , Who gave us valuable help and made a contribution to writing,compilation and publi-
cation of this book series.

Editorial Board of A Book Series of Chinese Geography

February, 1985
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FOREWORD

'The Historical of China' compiled in the fifties and sponsored by Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences was to show the political beundaries and administrative regions of every regime
in the successive dynasties of Chinese history ; The political boundaries and seats of the first and
second level administrative areas; All county —level seats and some famous place names. For
this reason,the map scale could not be as large as one to several millions(such as from 1 6m 1
2m) ,and the territory map of a regime had to be divided into separate sheets(several to 20 or
30) according to the large administrative areas. These sheets are called separate maps which
are principal parts of this atlas. These maps revealed not only the meticulous and accurate
compiling technology of the cartographers but also the contribution of related academic circles.
Depending on these separate maps, however, we could not scan the general picture of one
regime. We had to put separate maps of one regime together to form a smaller scale map. It
was called overall map. On this map we only presented political boundaries and seats of the
second — order administrative areas and the seats of he secondorder administrative areas. We
had to present names of tribes,rivers and mountains in some regions that had no separate map.
Cartographers could accept or reject these elements by themself. The quality of the overall map
is relatively lower. Therefore, it is a mistake that we only paid attention to separate maps
rather than overakk maps.

Though theseseparate maps were praised by scholars for their accurate and detailed con-
tent, they merely showed the territory and administrative regions of one dynasty at a special
time and could not reflect the changes of dynasty in this period. It is thus a regrettable matter
for scholars. In addition,the atlas of eight volumes included more than five hundred psges was
too enormous to be popular among the public.

When we made the public edition of the atlas from the restricted edi .ion in eighties, the
former defect was overcome by increasing a few overall maps of dynasties which witnessed rel-
atively great changes (such as the Northern and Sourthern dynasties,the Tang Dynasty, the
Song Dynasty ,the Din dynasty ,the Yuan Dynasty,the Ming Dynasty,the Qing Dynasty f. The
latter defect will be overcome by publishing this abridged atlas.

Because the abridged atlas is for general readers, not for specialists only collects overall
maps are collected in contrast with the old attas. It is possible that the reader can see a outline
of changes pf territories and administrative regions during a few thousand years in Chinese his-
tory with this atlas. In order to remedy a defect that the old atlas' data ended at the Qing Dy-
nasty , we attach two overall maps of Republic of China which are compiled by Mt. Gu Naifu
of China Cartographic Publishing House so that the abridged atlas includes all Chinese historical
periods. The explanation of the map of remains of primitive society has been revised by Mr.
Wang Shimin of Institute of Archaeclogy. The explanations of these two maps and the first

map in this abridged atlas— Peoples' Republic of China are written by Mr. Chen Chao of China

Cartographic Publishing House.




It is a pity that on the overall maps of the old atlas there were some mistakes when the at-
las were compiled. When we compiled this new atlas, we adopted the plates of the old one,
therefore ,there will be some de ects in this abridged atlas even though we made efforts to cor-
rect some original mistakes.

Records about historical evidences and correcting conclusions of every point,line and area
were made when we compiled the separate rriaps of the old tlas. But they have not been pub-
lished with the atlas at that time, except the explanation of northeastern region published by
Central College of Nationalities in 1988.

In this case,for such an abridged atlas,it is unnecessary to attach the numerous explana-
tions of maps,But it is necessary to attach a summary of Chinese history about the administra-
tive division the rise and decline of every dynasty in order to help reader who have a bad
knowledge pf Chiese history to understand this abtidged atlas. The words of summatrze is not
over three thousand words. We try to make reader acquire knowledge of Chinese historical ge-
ography from the abridged atlas. Of course,it is not easy to describe in 3000 words the changes
of administrative division,rise and decline of the dynasties. There will be inappropriate views
even mistakes in these explanations. We hope historians make comments or criticisms for the
reprint of this atlas. Moreover,these maps were compiled by staffs from different institutions
in seventies or eighties,the explanations of these maps were all written by me. Thus I will be
responsible for the possible inconsistencies between maps and explana tions.

We hope that the abridged atlas can remedy the defect of overspecializing of old atlas and
help the broad reader to get some essential knowledge of Chinese historical geography. It is also

a welcome handy atlas for scholars who have the old atlas.

Prof. Tan Qixiang
Aug. 17.1990
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The Paleolithic Period

The Mesolithic Period
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