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Passage 1
The Most Famous Voice

.Starting time:
Finishing time:
Words count: 196
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In 1933 an American called Clarence Nash went to see film - maker Walt
Disncy. He had unusual voice and he wanted to work in Disney’s carfoon films
for children. When Walt Disney heard Nash’s voice, he said “Stop! That’s our
duck! "

The duck was the now — famous Donald Duck, who first appeared in 1934in
the film * The Wise Little Hen. " Donald lived in an old houseboat and wore his
sailor jacket and hat. Later that year he became a star after an eight — minute
Mickey Mouse film. The cinema sudiences liked him because he was lazy and
greedy, and because he lost his temper very quickly. And they loved his voice,
when he became angry with Mickey Mouse himself, probably because he wasn’t a
goody — goody like Mickey.

In the 1930s, 40s and 50s Donald and his friends Mickey, Goofy and Pluto
made hundreds of Disney cartoons. He also made educaticnal films about the
place of the USA in the world. Then in 1966 Donald Duck and his voice disap-
peared —— there were no more cartoons.

Clarence Nash died in February, 1985. But today’s children can stili see the
old cartoons on television and hear that famous voice.

BHEER : cartoon il Donald Duck i -EM
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7. Walt Disney
A. played the part of Donald Duck
B. made Donald Duck films
€. had Donald Duck's voice
D. drew cartoons
2. When Walt Disney heard Nash’s voice, he said “Stop! That’s our duck!”
It showed that
A. he was satisfied with Clarence Nash
B. he disliked Clarence Nash’s unusual voice
C. he didn’t want to hear that voice any more
D. he was familiar with the duck’s voice
3. Walt Disney chose Clarence Nash because
A. his voice was right for Mickey Mouse
B. his voice right for the duck in a new cartoon film
C. he was fond of playing jokes
D. he was guite humorous
4. The first Donald Duck film
A. appeared in 1934
B. was shown in1933
C. was greatly enjoyed in 1966
D. was popular in 1930
5. Which of the following is not true?
A. Clarence Nash had Donald Duck’s voice
B. People liked Donald Duck better because he was lazy and greedy and
became angry quickly.
C. Donald Duck’s voice disappeared in 1966.
D. Mickey Mouse wasn't a goody ~ goody.
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Passage 2
How Americans Eat and Drink

Starting time:
Finishing time:
Words count: 609
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Coca— Cola is the best — selling soft (non - alcoholic) drink in the world.
165 million “Cokes” are sold every day, f rom the equator to the Arctic. While
outside the USA Coke tends to be a young person’ s drink, inside the USA any-
body of any age or can drink it without embarrassment on any occasion.

Coke is not the only “cola” drink. Pepsi cola is a well - known rival and
there are many people who like Pepsi better, for it is not as sweet as Coke.
There is caffeine from the kola nut in Cola drinks. Cola drinks are the only soft
drinks which are exciting as well as refreshing.

There are excellent wines produced in California which are praised by Euro-
pean connoisseurs, but some Americans like stronger stuff better. Rich Ameri-
cans consume a lot of alcohol in the form of cocktails — mixtures based on spirits
like whisky, gin and vodka.

Hamburgers and het dogs are perhaps the best known American foods. Hot
dogs — szusages between bread rolls — can be bought in snack bars and from hot
dog stands on street corners. And from San Francisco to New York, in cheap or
medium - priced restaurants, hamburgers will be on all the menus, together with
steaks, [ried chicken and seafood. They come with French fries and crisp green
salad. In most cases it is certainly good value for money. For dessert you will be
offered apple pie, cheese cake, chocolate layer cake, ice creams and ice cream
sundaes. No ice cream in the world is more delicious than American ice cream.

The American strong liking for speed has now hit the food business. Many
restaurants, in particular the great chain restaurant company, MacDonald’s,
specialize in “fast food”, food which is served at the counter ready” to po, or
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to take out The food, cooked and hot, is packed into cardboard and plastic con-
tainers, and hot drinks go into plastic cups with tight — fitting lids. There are al-
sodrive — in fast food restaurants, where the customer does not even have to
leave his or her car. They first stop at a board where the menu is showed, give
an order through a microphone and then drive another twenty yards, where a girl
hands them the meal, ready cooked and packed. People who like to eat at a
table in the restaurant also receive their food in cardboard or plastic containers,
and the knives, forks and spoons are plastic, too. When they have finished,
customers throw everything except the tray into a dustbin.

[n most cities, large and small, you can eat Mexican or Italian food. And
even small towns have a coffee shop serving simple meals, drinks of all kinds —
and very good, freshly — made coffec. You sit at the counter, or are served at a
table. Service in restaurants and coffee shops is efficient and friendly. Waiters
and waitresses often introduce themselves: “Hi! 1" m Don (or Debbie). What
can I get you folks?” This friendliness is natural and not totally influenced by the
hope of a high tip. In any case, people usually tip 15% of the check. One of the
pleasantest things about waiters and waitresses is that they refill your coffee cup
several times for no extra charge!

Many American families are proud of their cooking, and have refrigerators,
where they store food they grow in their gardens or buy in the supermarket. Su-
permarkets are large self — service stores seliing every kind of food — fresh,
canned or frozen. So like the fast ~ food restaurants, their produce is less cxpen-
sive and easier to market. There have been supermarkets in the USA since the
1930s, and they have now spread through a large part of the world.
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1. OQutside the USA Coke tends to _____

A. be a person’s drink of any age

B. be a young person's drink

C. be a kind of popular drink around the world

D. be a kind of drink could be drank in any occasion
2. There are many people who like Pepsi better,
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. for it is not as sweet as Coke

for it is sweeter than Coke
for it is more popular than Coke

. for it is better than Coke for people’s health

. There are excellent produced in California which are praised by Euro-

[PEATL COMTIOISSEUTS.

A.

alcahol B. cocktals C. wines D. whisky

. Which description of fast food restaurant is not correct?

A.
B.

C.
D.

Food is packed into cardboard and plastie containers

People who like to eat at a table in the restaurant also receive their food in
cardhoard or plastic containers, and the knives, forks and spoons are
plastic

When they have finished, customers throw everything into a dustbin.
There are also drive — in fast food restaurants, where the customer does
not even have to leave his or her car.

. In Supermarkets

A

B.
C.
D.

their produce is more expensive than that of the market
their produce is less expensive and easier to market
customers buy produces at higher price

there is no difference with markets
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Passage 3
The European Economic Community

Starting time:
Finishing time:
Words count: 177
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For years, business people in Western Europe were worried. They knew
they could not compete against business from the U.S. The United States is much
larger and had many resources than any Western European country.

Some European peoble realized that European nations need to join together
to help each other. If they could forget their language differences and the differ-
ences in customs, they might become strong competition against other countries.

In 1958, six of the European countries — Belgium, the Netherlands, Lux-
embourg, France, Germany, and Italy got together and decided to cooperate .
They called their group the European Community, or the Common Market.
These counties agreed to join their resources together.

Within a few years, the European Economic Community had worked so well
that its members were more prosperous than many other European nations.
Soon, other nations began to realize the advantages of the Common Market.
Today the Common Market includes most of the important countries in Western
Europe. It is helping Western Europe to again take its place as a leader among
the industrial nations of the world.

HENR: compete BH custom P& % cooperate & f§
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1.

From the passage we know the U. S.is much richer than in resources.
A, any other Western Europe countries

B. any other country in Western Ewrcpe

C. any country in Western Europe

D. every country in Europe

. The members of the European Economic Community have developed fast be-

cause they

A. share their resources and produce maore goods

B. can again take the place as a leader

C. forget the differences in their languages and customs
D. have become strong competition against the U.S.

. Which statement is true?

A. The Common Market is only a political association.

B. The Common Market is an economic and political association.

C. The Common Market only an economic association.

D. The Common Market neither an economic association nor a political one.

. In order to the Western European countries decided 1o cooperate.

A. join together to found a united country

B. help each other to smooth sway the differences in customs

C. work and act together for common purpose

D. fight against the U.S.

Today the Common Market has helped again take the place as a leader

among the industrial nations of the world.

A. Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Germany, and [taly

B. Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Germany, and Italy
and other countries

C. Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Germany, and Italy
and other European countries

D. Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Germany, and Italy
and other Western European nations
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Passage 4
Why the Sky Looks Blue?

Starting time:
Finishing time :
Words comnt: 182
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When they look at the sky, people usually find the sky looks blue - not or-
ange, red, green or yellow Do you know why?

It gets its blue colour from the sunlight that shines through the air. Sunlight
contains all the colours which the rainbow is made up of, but these colours
arescattered as they pass through the air. Some colours are scattered more than
others, and the colour that is scattered the most is the colour you see—blue.

The sky usually looks light blue. But it would be deep, dark blue if you
stood on top of the highest mountain, where there is less air between you and the
sun to scatter the sunlight. And if you rode in a rocket high above the earth,
where there is no air at all to scatter the sunlight, the sky would be so dark that it
would be black.

Sometimes the sky doesn’t look blue. At sunrise and sunset, the light from
the sun sometimes is scattered in such a way that you see red, orange, and other
colours in the sky.

WS contain H rainbow ¥l  scatter &

L E40]- B
1. Why the sky locks blue?
A. The sunlight is blue itself.
B. The sunligh is made up of all the colours as same as rainbow.
C. The blue colour can be scattered but other colours can not.
D. The blue colour is scattered most among all colours.
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. According the passage the astronaut see the sky would be ___ .

A. Light blue B. Deep blue

C. Dark and black D. Red or orange

. When can you see the sky become red or orange?

A. In the morning.

B. In the sunshine.

C. When you stand on the top of mountain.

D. When you are in space.

. Which of following is not true?

A. When you stand on the peak of highest mountain the sky looks light blue.
B. We usually just see the blue colour when the sunlight through the air.
C. The sky looks orange in dusk.

D. Red is scattered less than blue.

. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Why is the blue scattered more than other colours?

B. The reason of the sky usually showing blue.

C. When would the sky be dark and black?

D. Why does the sky sometimes look red or orange?

Passage 4 Why the Sky Looks Bluse? 9



Passage 5
Baseball in America

Starting time:
Finishing time;: _
Words count; 297
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As everyone knows, the national spert in the United States is baseball.
Nearly everyone in the United States is interested in baseball. Many American
boys begin to play baseball when the are only five or six years old. They continue
to play until they become men. When they are men, their interest often contin-
ues. There are basebail teams in the schools. There are baseball teams which
represent all the important cities. These teams play against each other. There
are many American men who read about these games in the newspapers every
day. Each man has his favorite team. He goes to see the teams play. He follows
the games on radio and TV. He knows all about each players. He talks about
baseball with other men. He is what we call a baseball fan.

The big cities in the United States — New York. Chicago, Boston, Philadel-
phia, ect. All have their baseball teams. These teams are the best in the coun-
try. They form two groups or Leagues — the National League and the American
League. The teams of each league play against each other. At the end of the
season the winner of each league then plays against the winner of the other
league. This is the World Series. Interest everywhere is very great at the time of
the World Series. Everyone is interested in the result ~ Who will win the World
Series? The Dodgers? The Yankees? The Reds? These are all names of different
teams. The Dodger is a short, popular name for the team which now represents
Los Angeles. The Yankees is a short, popular name for the team which repre-
sents New York in the American League. The Reds is the popular name for the
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Cincinpati team. Each team is both leagues has a short, popular name.

@B TEE . baschall BBEk represent L%  World Series 57 0E%E

BEMM-:
7. Baseball is called in the United States.
A. World Series B. Mational League
C. American League D. the national sport
2. Many American boys began to take an interest in baseball
A. from boyhood B. from teens
C. when they became men D. when they were school boys
3. is the name for the teamn representing the city of New York.

A. The Dodgers B. The Yankees C. The Reds D. The Leagues
4. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. Nearly each boy's interest in baseball continues.
B. The two teams in the World Series come from the same League some-
times.
C. The teams for each big city are to play a series of baseball games in each
season.

D. Most teams have different short, poplar names in the two Leagues.
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Passage 6
A Successful Tribe

Starting time;
Finishing time:
Words count: 299

[ﬁtﬁa=ﬁmfmm.mwmw§WEﬂ%mﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁomnﬂ
£, BEE FHEREERHBENESE, RIFEREHAR
RRMG o, I HAE 1983 £ BB KB LB HATHL. 1992
LK, Pequot ESE T O MBS, KIS THEMKBH |
Flis, RPN LAX SRS R A 2ERA LG LER. |

The Pequot and other native peoples have tived in southwestein: Connecti-
cut in the United States for thousands of years. After European settlers arrived
about 400 years ago, they began to take away the land belonging to the Native
Americans. By the early 1970s, only a small percentage of the Pequot rribe re-
mained on the tiny rerritory that still belonged to it. Many of the tribe had left to
find jobs, while those who stayed could only find low — paying work.

In 1975 Richard Hayward was chosen as the leader of the Pequot. He did
many things to improve the tribe’s economy. The most successful thing he did
was to build a large gambling resort. In most American states, it is against the
law to build casinos or other places for gambling. In some cases, however, Na-
tive Americans can get permission from the government to build a casino on their
own land. Certain requirements must be met first, however. In the case of the
Pequot, one requirement was that a certain number of them must be living on
their land. Hayward started persuading the Pequot who had left to return. They
also had to prove that the land really belonged to them. Pequot lawyers checked
local records and proved that the land had been occupied for hundreds of years by
the Pequot.

Finally, in 1983 the government recognized the Pequot’s right to their land.
In 1992 the Pequot began to build a huge casino, which today earns over $1 bil-
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