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UNIT ONE

Prep Work

Study the text as thoroughly as you can and do the following exercises
before you go to class.

L. Vocabulary
1. Learn the spelling and the meaning of the words listed below:

1) admire /4d 'mais /v. think highly of
Wi, SR

2) confuse /an'fju:z/v. mix (something) up in the mind, to
fail to tell the difference between
(things)
FMtR, FRAL

3) origin /orid3in/ n. the point or source from which a
thing begins its existence
i, gk

4) twisted /twistid /adj. altered as a result of two opposite
forces

i

2.Find the following words in the text and pick out the right mean-

ing for each from those given on the right. Then give the

Chinese equivalent for each:

1) tailor a) a person whose job is making things from
wood :

2) woodworker b) a person whose job is covering roofs
with reeds and dried straw, etc.

3) wheat grinder ¢) a man who makes and repairs things of

iron

4) thatcher d) a person who crushes wheat into flour

5) blacksmith e) a male ruler of a kingdom

6) prince f) a person whose job is making coats, suits,
etc. for people

7) king g) any son of a royal family




1. Study the notes to the text carefully.
Notes

1. English names ... two parts:
In addition to the first name and the last name, some people
have middle names, e.g.,
Ann Mary Cooper or Ann M. Cooper
Peter Austin Brown or Peter A. Brown

2. a first name and a last name:
The first name is also called the Christian name, forename or
given name. The last name 1s also called the surname or
family name.
The way English names are written is different from the
way Chinese names are written, e.g.:
Chinese way: family name +  given name

(last name) (first nsme)
3k ¥
English way: given name +  family name
(first name) (last name)
Mary Cooper

I11. Go over the text once more and decide whether these statements are
true (T) or false (F).
1. English people only have two names.

2. William and Joy are common English names.

3. A long time ago people had only one name.

4. Last names were introduced to avoid confusion be
tween people.

5. Most people are called Taylor.

6. Some names came from jobs.

7.

Some names came from people’s personal appearances.

IV. Write down five English names you have come across and bring them
to class for discussion.
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Text
Names and How They Began

English names are made up of at least two parts; a first name
and a last name. Many people in England are called William or
Mary or John or Joy. These are their first names. How could you,
then, tell the difference if they didn 't have last names?

But there was a time in England when there were no last
names. A father might have been William, and a mother , Mary.
William’s wife. A boy’s name might have been Fred. son of
William. What if another William moved into town? Let’s say he
was a tailor. He might have been called William the tailor to keep
people from confusing the two Williams. The name would then
have become William Taylor and his family would have the last
name Taylor. This is how family names came to be.

There are many ways in which families were named. People
were named for their jobs, where they lived, or how they looked.
Some people even took the names of things that they thought
were beautiful. Other people took such names as Prince or King, be-
cause they admired those people. Names were also given because of
the father’s name. When the father was John, the son might be
called Johnson, and so such names as Williamson, Richardson and
Harrison came into being. There were many ways that people got
their last names. Can you imagine having to choose your own?

Let’s look at some names and their origins.

Occupations

Smith — blacksmith Cantor — singer

Miller — wheat grinder

Thatcher — roofmaker
Personal Appearances

Hardy — bold or brave

Strong — strong

Cameron — twisted nose
Places

Churchill — church hill

Thorpe — village

Steinberg — stone mountain

Ward — watchman
Turner — woodworker

Brown — dark in coloring
Campbell — twisted mouth
Gross — big

Holt — wood
Villa — house
Booth — house



Exercises

1. Reading Aloud
1. Read aloud and compare:

Se/ — Jei/
get gate let late met mate
pen pain men  main chess  chase
test taste tell tale sell sale
less lace edge age debt date
red raid wet wait led laid
fell fail wreck rake sent saint

2. Read aloud the following, payving attention to sound-linking:

1) come in /work gut /good idea /think of it /made up of /
move i ¢ into ) town n/ put it up y/

2) Enghsh names are made uIU’f at least two parts.

3) There was _a tlmc _in_Eagland when there were no last
names.

4) What if another William moved into town?

5) Let’s look at some names and their origins.

3. Pronounce these names:

Anderson /@&ndasn/ Cameron /k&maran/
Johnson /“d3onsn / Churchill /tfa:tfil/

Richardson /ritfadsn/  Steinberg /stainba:g /
Campbell /kembl/ Thompson /tompsn /

Ii. Language and Comprehension
1. Answer the following questions:
1) What are the two paris of an English personal name?
2) Before the introduction of Jast names, what was one method
which was used to zveid confusion between people?
3) Why were last names introdiced in En gaand"
4) How did a name such as “Juohn Prince” come into being?
51 How did? such fatdly names as Baker and Teacher come




into being?

6) If; a long time ago, someone began to call himself “William
Fair” and another began to call himself “Thomas Small’,
what do these names tell us about them?

7) What were the names of these people’s fathers?

a) Johnson
b) Thompson -

2. Learn to use the following words and expressions:
tell . because of s made up of /made of. imagine. name. keep

Tell
The verb tell has two meanings:

TO TELL
Sense A Sense B
to speak to know
to inform to distinguish

Example: Can you tell me the way to Beijing University?
(Sense A)

How could you tell the difference if they didn’t have
last names ? (Sense B)
1) The following sentences are muddled up. Write them out

correctly, then put (A) or (B) at the end to show whether
the verb here means to speak or to know.

a) 1 can tell he's French A) the difference between Pu-
tonghua and Cantonese

b) 1 can tell you B) by his clothes

c) Can’t you tell C) when he arrived

d) She will tell you D) the difference between Sarah
and Jane

e) I couldn’t have told  E) an interesting story
2) Now write out four sentences of your own, using the differ
ent meanings of to tell. Then read your sentences to your

neighbour, and ask him ‘her to say which meaning you
have used.




Because of
Because of must be followed by a noun or a noun phrase. e. g.
“Names were also given because of the father’s name...”

Because of )

Owing to All these phrases explain why
Due to J something happens or happened.
On account of

Example: The train arrived later than usual

because of \L
owing to ~the heavy rain.
due to J

on account of

1) Now finish off these sentences, using the above four phrases:
a) She came late. ..
b) My sister failed the exam...
c) 1 didn’t sleep well last night...
d) The population growth rate is decreasing. ..
¢) The rate of illiteracy is higher in the rural areas than in
the cities. ..
f) The roads are very dangerous...
2) Now write four sentences of your own,gusing the four
phrases.

Be made up of /Made of
“English names are made up of at least two parts...”
Here be made up of means consists of. Work out the difference
between the two sentences:
a) The exam paper is made up of ten parts.
b) Is that suitcase made of leather or plastic?
Combplete these sentences using either made up of or made of:
a) The book is...
b) The banquet is...
¢) This special dish is. ..
d) The class is. ..
e¢) The building is. ..
f) My coat is...




Imé\gine
Study the following sentences. List the patterns in which imagine
is used:

a) Can you imagine having to choose your own?

b) I can’t imagine myself teaching in front of that many peo-

ple.

¢) I imagine him as a tall and handsome man.

d) Can you imagine that he left without even a word?

e ) Let’s imagine what he will say when he enters the room.

Name
The word name can be used both as a noun and as a verb.
Example: a) The newborn baby took its name from his grand-
father. (noun) :
b) The newborn baby was named after his grand-
father. (verb)
Group together all the expressions in the text concerning
naming.

Keep
Translate the following pairs of sentences into Chinese, paying
special attention to differences between to keep somebody from
doing something. to keep somebody doing something and to keep
doing something:
a) He tried everything to keep people from talking.
He tried everything to keep people talking.
b) The rain kept me from going to the lecture.
It kept raining for days.
¢ ) We must do something to keep him from going to sleep.
We must do something to keep him sleeping.
d) What shall I do to keep this from falling?
It keeps falling: what shall I do?
e ) I'm sorry to have kept you waiting.
You really needn’t keep waiting for him at the bus-stop
for such a long time.

3. Combine each pair of sentences into one single sentence, using
the subjunctive mood:
i




Model: You can make it. You know how to work the ma-
chine.
You couldn’t make it if you didn’t know how to work
the machine.

1) He has no job. He can't afford to buy a bike.

2) I can’t show you around today. I have no time.

3) You can go in. They all know you.

4) People can’t confuse cne person with another. They all

have last names.
5) You can’t go fishing now. It’s raining.
6) I can’t go to visit my grandmother. I have no holiday.

4. Fill in the blanks with words describing l\he Brown family and
the relationships between them.
1) Mary Blacksmith is married to John Brown. So people now
call her . Mary’s full name has changed to
2) Mr.and Mrs. Brown have two children, a son and a daugh-
ter. Their son’s first name is Ted and their daughter’s is
Susan. Their full names should be and .
3) There are four people in the family, Mr. and Mrs. Brown
and Ted and Susan Brown. When people refer to their famr
ly> they often say “ g
4) Mr. Brown has a brother and a sister. Their names are
William and Nancy. So their full names must be
and . William and Nancy are Ted and Susan’s

and .

5) William Brown has married a rich lady. Her name is Diana
Baker. That is her maiden name, of course. Since she has be-
come a member of the family, her name has natural-

ly changed to
6) William and Diana also have two children, Jim and Alice.
Jim 1is their name and Alice is their name.
Jim and Alice are Mary and John Brown’s and
Jim and Alice are Ted and Susan’s

7) Nancy Brown is 26 years old. Her boy friend, Tony, is 28.
Very soon they will get married. Nancy will soon become




