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Abstrust

Danwei (workplace ) is the basic unit of city in
contemporary China. Everyone lives in danwei as Chi-
nese lived in clan in the old days. Danwei constitutes a
special type of life and provides space for urban inhabi-
tants. There is no sphere for people’s survival and de-
velopment else than danwei. Everyone is a factor of
his danwei(workplace) rather than a citizen. This can
be regarded as the truth of urban civilization in con-
temporary China. So the consciousness of state, class
and family is either the supplement to danwei con-
sciousness or its substitution. In a word, Danwei be-
comes the origin for Chinese people’s life.

Danwei has three aspects and features. First,
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danwei is the basic unit of social regulation system in
China according to the relationship between danwei
and state. It carries out the policy ultimately as well
as supports the whole political system and distributes
resources eventually. Second, danwei can be regarded
as an institutionalized organization that strives to pre-
serve its benefits and its sovereignty. So danwei ob-
tains a relative autonomy position in the social regula-
tion system. Finally, danwei plays a special role that
can help Chinese people to settle down and get on with
one’s pursuit relied on cultural tradition, because the
Chinese obtain the legitimacy of action by depending
on the status endowed by danwei. So we can draw a
conclusion that danwei is a joint between state and in-
dividual, but at the same time danwei is an organiza-
tion to realize its own interests and protect is own
Sovereignty by running some mechanisms. So there is
a hidden tension between state and danwei. This can
be regarded as the unintended consequences of the
modernization in contemporary Chinese cities.

The contemporary Chinese cities go through a re-
built and recombined process after the foundation of
People’s Republic of China. Danwei comes into an in-

stitutionalized organization to cope with the mess left,
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and to provide a way for individuals to return to public
life. Danwei is the only means for people to make so-
cialization when the social integration and political or-
der is successfully established. Through the reform to
capitalist industry and commerce and the establish-
ment of socialist public ownership, danwei, as a sole
replacement to the banned clan or extended family, is
conceived to be agent of an all-powerful Party-State.
Dnawei plays both a political (statist) role and an eco-
nomic (social) role. Therefor we can summarize con-
temporary China as “Danwei China” according to its
features. '

Danwei is founded as a strong institutional orga-
nization in the modernization of “the post-revolution
society”. Danwei system, consisting of danwei organi-
zations, helps state realize modernization with the
shortage of the gross social resources. China estab-
lishes its modernized political and economic system by
extracting resources coercively and putting them in the
major projects relying on danwei system which was
highly controlled by state.

Danwei, the extension or part of state power, has
the responsibility for collecting resources and provid-

ing public products. By danwei system, state makes
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resources redistribution and regulates society smooth-
ly. Just depending on danwei system, Chinese govern-
ment can realize the modernization strategy successful-
ly. It is proved that the danwei system was most effec-
tive within the context of the shortage of gross social
resources in 1950s. But the limit of resources on
which danwei system depends is likely to be broken a-
long with the expansion of gross social resources after
the socialist market —oriented economy works. So it is
time to reform danwei system. How to transfer its for-
mer functions to society and how to recover the capaci-
ty of danwei for expanding social resources become the
key to danwei system reform, because the affluence of
social resources satisfies the demand of new social re-
gulation system gradually and supports the operation
of that. Though we cannot think highly of this trend,
it is inevitabal to reform the danwei system. So we can
come to the conclusion that the change of danwei orga-
nization and danwei system reflects the affluence and
shortage of social resources in ultimate sense.

The final form and establishment of danwei sys-
tem is the institutionalized result of regulating super-
large Chinese society. But contradictions hidden in

danwei system causes the ponderous burden and ten-
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sion for state and danwei in the following evolution of
danwei system. The friendly relations among state,
danwei and individuals are broken by the fragmenta-
tion and monopolization of resources, and many new
problems hidden in danwei system arise because of
maladjustment of the relation among state, danwei
and individuals. In brief, danwei regarded as an orga-
nization to expand social resources is transformed into
an organization to exhaust social resources as a result
of having no timely reformation of danwei system a-
long with the expansion of social resources. Mean-
while the dynamics mechanism to promote the devel-
opment of productivity in danwei system tends to de-
cline.

Chinese government has carried out the reform to
make the innovation of danwei organization and the vi-
tality of danwei system since 1978. So as the aim of
reform is to renovate the inner logic of danwei system
in order to provide a new-type system and a solid re-
sources basis for the development of socialism market-
oriented economy rather than disavow that complete-
ly. The rationality of danwei system, which is propi-
tious to regulating the super-large society, cannot be

spurned easily but gradually intensified instead. Many
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new problems that come forth now exactly result from
the loss of the reasonable factors and expansion of un-
reasonable ones in danwei system.

Therefore, the success of modernization in China
lies in reconstructing social regulation system success-
fully, which leads more organizations to return public
life in a legal structure, and by which to promote the
affluence of gross social resources. In order to achieve
this goal, China must carry out reforms such as inno-
vating danwei organizations, cultivating the sturdy so-
cial system outside danwei, and establishing new-type
plural-authority structure that can contain all social

factors.
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