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PREFACE

HE object of this book is an attempt to interpret the spirit and
Tshow the value of the Chinese civilisation. Now in order to esti-
mate the value of a civilisation, it seems to me, the question we must
finally ask is not what great cities, what magnificent houses, what
fine roads it has built and is able to build; what beautiful and com-
fortable furniture, what clever and useful implements, tools and in-
struments it has made and is able to make; no, not even what institu-
tions, what arts and sciences it has invented; the question we must
ask, in order to estimate the value of a civilisation, —is, what type
of humanity, what kind of men and women it has been able to pro-
duce. In fact, the man and woman, —the type of human beings—
which a civilisation produces, it is this which shows the essence, the
personality, so to speak, the soul of that civilisation. Now if the men
and women of a civilisation show the essence, the personality and
soul of that civilisation, the language which a man and woman speak,
shows the essence, the personality, the soul of the man and woman.
The French say of literary composition, “Le style, ¢’ est I’ homme.”
I have therefore taken these three things, the Real Chinaman, the
Chinese woman and the Chinese language, —as the subjects of the
first three essays in this volume to illustrate the spirit and show the
value of the Chinese civilisation. ‘

I have added to these, two essays'in which I have tried to show
how and why men, foreigners who are looked upon as authorities on
the subject, do not really understand the real Chinaman and the Chi-
nese language. The Rev. Arthur Smith, who wrote the Chinese

5



Characteristics, I have tried to show, does not understand the real
Chinaman, because, being an American, —he is not deep enough to
understand the real Chinaman. Dr. Giles again, who is considered a
great sinologue, I have tried to show, does not really understand the
Chinese language, because, being an Englishman, he is not broad e-
nough, —he has not the philosophic insight and the broadness which
~ that insight gives, I have wanted to include in this volume and essay
I wrote on J. B. Bland and Backhouse’s book on the famous late
Empress Dowager, but unfortunately I have not been able to find a
copy of that essay which was published in the “National Review” in
Shanghai some four years ago. In that essay, I have tried to show
that, such men as J. B. Bland and Backhouse do not and cannot un-
derstand the real Chinese woman, —the highest type of woman pro-
duced by the Chinese civilisation viz the late Empress Dowager, be-
cause such men as J. B. Bland and Backhouse are not simple, —have
not the simplicity of mind, being too clever and having, like all mod-
ern men, a distorted intellect. * In fact, in order to understand the
real Chinaman and the Chinese civilisation, a man must be deep,
broad and simple, for the three characteristics of the Chinese charac-
ter and the Chinese civilisation are: depth, broadness and simplicity.

The American people, I may be permitted to say here, find it
difficult to understand the real Chinaman and the Chinese
civilisation, because the American people, as a rule, are broad, sim-
ple, but not deep. The English cannot understand the real Chinaman
and Chinese civilisation because the English, as a rule, are deep,
simple, but not broad. The Germans again cannot understand the re-

al Chinaman and the Chinese civilisation because the Germans, espe-

* Mencius says, “What I hate in your clever men is that they always distort things. Fjf

ETEEANLYHR” Bk IV. Part 11. 26.
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cially the educated Germans, as a rule, are deep, broad, but not sim-
ple. The French, —well the French are the people, it seems to me,
who can understand and has understood the real Chinaman and the
Chinese civilisation best. * The French, it is true, have not the depth
of nature of the Germans nor the broadness of mind of the Americans
nor the simplicity of mind of the English, —but the French, the
French people have to a preeminent degree a quality of mind such as
all the people I have mentioned above as a rule, have not, —a quality
of mind which, above all things, is necessary in order to understand
the real Chinaman and the Chinese civilisation; a quality of mind viz:
delicacy, For, in addition to the three characteristics of the real Chi-
naman and Chinese civilisation which I have already mentioned, I
must here add one more, and that the chief characteristic, namely del-
icacy;delicacy to a preeminent degree such as you will find nowhere
else except perhaps among the ancient Greeks and their civilisation.
It will be seen from what I have said above that the American
people if they will study the Chinese civilisation, will get depth; the
English, broadness; and the Germans, simplicity; and all of them,
Americans, English and Germans by the study of the Chinese civili-
sation, of Chinese books and literature, will get a quality of mind
which, I take the liberty of saying here that it seems to me, they all
of them, as a rule, have not to a preeminent degree, namely, delicacy.
The French people finally, by the study of the Chinese civilisation,
will get all, —depth, broadness, simplicity and a still finer delicacy
than the delicacy which they now have. Thus the study of the Chi-

nese civilisation, of Chinese books and literature will, I believe, be of

* The best book written in any European Language on the spirit of the Chinese civilisa-
tion is a book called “La Cité Chinoise” by G.-—Eug. Simon who was once French Consul in
China. It was from this book that Prof. Lowes Dickinson of Cambridge, as he himself told
me, drew his inspiration in writing his famous “Letters from John Chinaman.”
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benefit to all the pecple of Europe and America. I have therefore
added to this volume an essay on Chinese scholarship, —the sketch of
a programme how to study Chinese, which [ made for myself when I
made up my mind and began, after my return from Europe, to study
the civilisation of my own country, exactly now thirty years ago; this
sketch of a programme how to study Chinese which I hope will be of
help to those who want to study Chinese and the Chinese civilisation.

Last of all, I have included as an appendix an essay on practical
politics, —an essay on “The War and the Way out.” Knowing full
well the danger of entering into the arena of practical politics, I nev-
ertheless do it, because in order to prove the value of the Chinese
civilisation, I want to show how the study of the Chinese civilisation
can help to solve the problem facing the world to-day, —the problem
of saving the civilisation of Europe from bankruptcy, In fact 1 want
to show that the study of Chinese, of Chinese books and Chinese lit-
erature is not only a hobby for sinologues.

In this essay, I have tried to show the moral causes which have
brought on this war; for until the true moral causes of this war are
understood and remedied, there can be no hope of finding a way out
of it. The moral causes of this war, I have tried in my essay to show,
are the worship of the mob in Great Britain and the worship of
might in Germany. [ have, in my essay, laid emphasis more upon
the worship of the mob in Great Britain, than the worship of might
in Germany, because looking impartially upon the question, it seems
to me that it is the worship of the mob in Great Britain, which is re-
sponsible for the worship of might in Germany; in fact, the worship
of the mob in all European countries and especially in Great Britain,
it was this which has created the enormous German Millitarism which
everybody now hates and denounces.

Now let me first of all say here that it is the moral fibre in the
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German nation, their intense love of righteousness and, as a conse-
quence, their equally intense hatred of unrighteousness, hatred of all
untidiness and disorder (Unzucht und Unordnung), which makes the
German people believe in and worship might. All men who intensely
love righteousness, who intensely hate unrighteousness are inclined to
believe in and worship might. The Scotch Carlyle, for instance, be-
lieved in and worshipped might. Why? Because Carlyle with the Ger-
man moral fibre in him intensely hated unrighteousness. Now the
reason why I say that it is the worship of the mob in Great Britain
which is responsible for the worship of might in Germany, is because,
the moral fibre—the intense hatred of unrighteousness, of untidiness
and disorder in the German nation makes them hate the mob, the
worship of the mob and the mob worshippers in Great Britain. After
the German nation saw how the mob and the mob-worshipping politi-
cians of Great Britain made the Boer War in Africa, their instinctive
intense hatred * for the mob, the mob-worship and the mob-worship-
pers in Great Britain made the German nation willing to make heavy
sacrifices, made the whole German nation ready to starve themselves
to create a Navy with the hope to put down the mob, the mob-wor-
ship and the mob-worshippers in Great Britain. In fact, the German
nation, I may say, found themselves surrounded on all sides by the
mob, mob-worship and mobworshippers enéouraged by Great Britain
in all Europe and this made the German nation believe more and more
in might, made the German nation worship might as the only salva-
tion for mankind. This worship of might in Germany created by the
hatred for the Religion of mob worship in Great Britain, thus created

the enormous monstrous German Militarism which everybody now

* The famous telegram of the German Emperor to President Kruger was an instinctive
outsburst of indignation of the true Gernamic soul with its moral fibre against Joseph Cham-
berlain and his Cockney class in England, who manipulated the Boer War.
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hates and denounces.

Thus, I say again, it is the worship of the mob, the Religion of
the worship of the mob in all European countries, especially in Great
Britain, which is responsible for the worship of might in Germany;
which has created the abnormous enormity and monstrosity of Ger-
man Militarism in Europe to-day. If therefore the people in Great
Britain and the people in all European countries and America want to
put down German Militarism, —they must try first to put down the
mob, the mob-worshippers and the Religion of mob-worship in their
own countries. = To the people of Europe and America, and in ] apan
and China too, to-day who speak of and want liberty, I will venture
here to say that the only way, it seems to me, to get liberty, true
liberty is to behave themselves; to learn to behave themselves proper-
ly. Look at China before this Revolution. There was more liberty
among the Chinese people, —no priest, no policeman, no Municipal
tax, no income tax to bother them—more liberty among the Chinese
than among any other people in the world; and why? Because the
Chinese people before this Revolution behaved themselves; knew how
to behave themselves; knew how to behave themselves as good citi-
zens. But now after this Revolution—there is less liberty in China,
and why? Because the modern queueless, up-to-date Chinamen, the
returned students have learnt from the people of Europe and
America, —learnt from the European mob in Shanghai how to misbe-
have themselves; to behave themselves not as good citizens, but as a
mob—a mob encouraged, coddled and worshipped by the British

* Confucius said to a disciple “when outside nations are dissatisfied with you, you should
cultivate civil or Civic virtues (3 A AR U5 3C#8) . The British aristocracy, however,
like the Manchu aristocracy in China, are now helpless against the mob and mob worshippers
in England. But itis, I must say, a great credit to the British aristocracy that not one of them
as far as [ know, has joined the mob in England in their shout, howl and yell in this war.
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diplomats and the British Inspector General of Customs in Peking. *
In fact, what I want to say here is, that if the people in Europe, the
people in Great Britain want to put down German Militarism, Prus-
sian Militarism, they must keep the mob in their own countries in or-
der; they must make the mob in their own countries behave them-
selves properly; in fact they must put down the Religion of mob-wor-
ship, and the mob-worshippers in their own countries.

But now while I say that the British people with their mob worship
and encouragement of mob-worship are responsible for the worship of
might in Germany, for German Militarism, I must at the same time say
here that, looking again impartially upon the question, it seerns to me that
the direct responsibility for this war rests more heavily upon the German
people, upon the German nation, than upon anybody else.

In order to understand this, let me first of all here give the his-
tory of German Militarism in Europe. After the Reformation and the
Thirty Years War, the Germanic nations, the people of the Germanic
race with their moral fibre, with their intense love of rightecusness
and their intense hatred of unrighteousness, hatred of all untidiness
and disorder, the German people, with Militarism as a sword in their
hand, became the rightful guardian of civilisation in Europe. In other
words, t'he\ responsibility for putting order and tidiness ( Zucht und
Ordnung) in Europe; in fact, the moral hegemony so to speak of
Europe came into the hands of the German people. After the Refor- -
mation, Frederick the Great, like Cromwell in England, had to take

* To show what a mob the Chinese returned students have become, I may mention here
that some of these students in Peking last year actually wrote letters to the “Peking Gazette, ”
a newspaper conducted by a clever Chinese “Babu” by the name of Eugene Chen, openly
threatening to organise and carry out a public assault upon me for criticising the new Chinese
woman in my essay on “the Chinese woman.” This clever Chinese “Babu” Eugene Chen the
instigator of the contemplated piece of rowdyism now is a respected member of the Committee
of the Anglo-Chinese Friendship Bureau under the patronage of the British Minister and the
I. G. of the Chinese Customs!
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up and use the sword of German Militarism to put order and tidiness
in Europe and he succeeded in putting order and tidiness at any rate
in the Northern part of Europe. Now see what happened after Fred-
erick the Great’s death. His successor did not know how to use the
sword of German Militarism in order to guard and protect the civilisa-
tion of Europe; in fact, he was unfit to hold the moral hegemony of
Europe. The result was, the whole of Europe, even the courts in
Germany became a bottomless pit of abominations covered up only
with the veneer of civilisation; so much so that at last the suffering
population, the plain men and women in France rose up with pikes to
protest against the abominations. The plain men and women in
France who rose up to protest against the abominations very soon be-
came a mob, and this mob finally found a great and able leader,
Napoleon Bonaparte, * who led them to rob, murder, kill and ravage
all Europe until the nations in Europe rallying round the small nucleus
of sound German Militarism left in Europe, put an end to the career
of the great leader of the mob at Waterloo. After this the moral hege-
mony of Europe should have returned to the people of the Germanic
race, to the Prussians, the back bone of the German nations. But the
jealousy of the other races which formed the Austrian Empire pre-
vented this. The result was that without the German nation with its
moral fibre and the sword of German Militarism to keep down the
mob, the mob in 1848 again rose up furiously to break the civilisa-
tion, of Europe. Then again the German nation—the backbone of the
Germanic nations, the Prussians with their moral fibre and the sword
of German Militarism, saved Europe, —saved Kingship, (Bismarck

called it the dynasty), saved civilisation in Europe from the mob.

+ Emerson with great insight, says, “What sent Napoleon to St. Helena, was not loss
of battles, but the parvenu, the vulgar ambition in him—the vulgar ambition to marry a real
Princess, to found a dynasty.”
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But now the Austrians, —the other races forming the Austrian
Empire again became jealous and would not allow the German
nation, —the backbone of the Germanic nations, Prussia to take over
the moral hegemony of Europe until 1866 when the Prussian King
Wilhelm with Bismarck and Moltke had to put down the Austrian
jealousy by force and took over the hegemony into their hands. After
this, Louis Napoleon, not like his great uncle a leader, but a swindler
of the mob or, as Emerson calls him, a successful thief, tried with the
mob of Paris behind him, to dispute and wrest the moral hegemony of
Europe from the German nation. The result was that the Emperor
Wilhelm with the sharp sword of German militarism in his hand had
to march to Sedan and put down the poor successful thief and swind-
ler of the mob. The plain men and women of Paris who put their trust
in the mob and the swindler of the mob had their houses sacked and
burnt not by the German Militarism, not by the Germans and Prus-
sians, but by the very mob in whom they put their trust. After
1872, —not only the moral, but the actual political hegemony of Eu-
rope passed finally into the hands of the German nation with the
moral fibre of the Germanic race in their soul and the sword of Ger-
man Militarism in their hand, to hold down the mob and keep the
peace in Europe and thanks to the moral fibre in the German nation
and the sword of German Militarism, Europe since 1872 has now en-
joyed peace for 43 years. Thus people who abuse and denounce Ger-
man Militarism and Prussian Militarism should remember how much
Europe owes to this very German, this Prussian Militarism which
they now abuse and denounce.

I have in the above taken the trouble to give this rough short
sketch of the German Militarism in Europe in order to make the Ger-
man people see that I am not prejudiced against them in saying what [

am going to say to show that the actual direct responsibility for this

13



war rests more heavily upon them, upon the German people and Ger-
man nation than upon anybody else. I say that the actual direct re-
sponsibility for -this war rests more heavily upon the German people
and German nation than upon anybody else; and why? —Because
Dower means responsibility.

I say that it is the intense love of righteousness, the intense ha-
tred of unrighteousness, intense hatred of all untidiness and disorder
(Unzucht und Unordnung) in the German people which makes them
believe in and worship might. Now I want to say here that this hatred
of unrighteousness, hatred of untidiness and disorder, when it becomes
over-intense, when it is carried to excess becomes also an unrigh-
teousness , becomes a frightful and terrible unrighteousness, something
more sinful and wrong even than untidiness and disorder. It was this
over intense hatred of unrighteousness which came from their intense
love of righteousness, the intense, narrow, hard, rigid hatred of un-
righteousness carried to excess in the old Hebrew people—the He-
brew people to whom the people of Europe owe their knowledge and
love of righteousness, it was this which destroyed the Jewish nation.
It was from this over-intense narrow, hard, rigid hatred of unrigh-
teousness that Jesus Christ came to save His people. Christ, with what
Matthew Arnold calls his unspeakable sweet reasonableness said to his
own people: “Learn of me, that I am mild and lowly and yet shall
have peace in your souls.” But the Jews—his own people would not
listen to him; they, instead of listening to him, crucified him and the
consequence was—the Jewish nation perished. To the Romans who

were then the guardians of civilisation in Europe, Christ said, “ All

* Confucius says, “Possession of power without leniency and generosity is a thing which
I never can bear to see. (J&E LRFH MM Z) Shakespeare says: “Oh, it is glorious to

have a giant’ s strength: but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant.”
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