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SUMMARY

This book attempts, from the angle of American secular-
ized religion, to think over William James’ s radical empiricism.
It reveals that the radical empiricism makes a significant refor-
mation in history of philosophy, which not only breaks with the
mind-body dualism in western philosophy, pointing to a new
direction, but also originally develops a nature, significance,
and purpose of religion, setting up a new religious philosophy.
American secularized religion is founded on the radical empiri-
cism. The book assumes that William James’s temperament of
philosophy is religious; that religious concern pervades his aca-
demic career; that there are religious motives in his system of
psychology and philosophy. The main question William James
confronts is how religion is possible in scientific times.

The essence of the radical empiricism is to make person
come back to primordial experience of life, which in itself is
just man’s living. Person’s will to believe and religious demand

are involved in living. Religious experience of person is the
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most important meaning of religion. It is believe i1tself. As to
religious rituals, organizations of church, doctrines and so on,
they are nothing but the secondary and derived products, re-
sulting from institutionalizing religious belief. If American sec-
ularized religion is based on personal experience, undoubtedly,

William James’ s radical empiricism provides a theory for it.

Key Words: William James; secularization;
radical empiricism; experience;

religious experience
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