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THE CONTINENTAL SEISMOTECTONIC
SYSTEM IN 20°—50°N.L. |

Ma Zongjin,Fu Zhengxiang and Xue Feng

(Center for Analysis and Prediction, State Seismological Bureau)

Abstract

The framework of continental seismotectonic system shows four features,
1)continental strong earthquakes are predominant in 20°—50° N. L., which
is called latitudinal seismic belt; 2)it may be divided into four seismic re-
gions; 3)each region is subdivided by a longitudinal mid—axis into two ha-
lves; and 4)both are antisymmetric in earthquake frequency and trends of
the seismic belts. The first feature is possibly controlled by global convecti-
on in N—S, and the other three may be related to the change of the Earth’
s rotation. Since this century the alteration of seismic pattern in quadrants
in Sino—Mongolian seismic region corresponds approximately to variation of
velocity of the Earth’/ s rotation.
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