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LIST OF ENGLISH PHONETIC SYMBOLS & SIGNS

Vowels and Diphthongs

1. hy bean /bin/
2. N bit /or/
3. fe/ pet /pet/
4. /=/ pat lpzt/
5. faf barn focn/
6. /o/ pot /pot/
7. I bom /bon/
8. v/ put /put/
9. spoon /spun/
10. /A/ but foat/
11. /3¢ burn /ba:n/
12. Ko/ about /o'baut/
13. Jev/ bay /ber/
14. Jav buy /bav/
15. v/ boy /boy/
16. /ou/ boat /baut/
17. lau/ how /hav/
18. /iaf peer Ipral/
19. /ea/ pair Ipea/
20. fuol/ poor /pual
Consonants

21, Ip/ pay /pev/
22. b/ bay fbey/
23 i/ take ftetk/
24, /d/ day /dev/
5. K/ cake /keik/
26. g/ gate Iger/
27. il fate ffert/
28. W/ vain Ivewn/
29. 1o/ think /6mk/
30. o/ they ey
3%, Js/ say Iser/
32. /2 zinc /zmk/
33451 shake /ferk/

34. 13/ pleasure I'pleza/



35. W hate /hett/

36. nf/ chair tJeof
37. Idy/ judge /dzadz/
38. fm/ make /meik/
39. /n/ name /nemm/
40. Ny thing fomy/
41. h/ rate frett/
42 N lake Nek/
43. fjl yes fes/
4. Iw/ wake Iweik/

Non-phonemic symbols

] keep [k"i:p] Aspirated
i1 take [teik] Unreleased
1§ sky [sk>ai) Unaspirated
[:] take Kim [teik: 1m] Lengthening
] beacon ['bizkn] Nasal

(] clock [klok] Simultaneous
M bacon [bei?n] Glottal stop
L] quarter ['koua] Rounded

{.] eighth [ert0] Dental

fr] letter [lera] Flapped

[.] train [t/rem] Voiceless

] cotton [kotn} - Syllabic

Stress and intonation

Word stress
Stressed syllables in head, high pitch

> Falling intonation
Rising intonation

he Falling-rising intonation

/ Tone-unit boundary

/ Pause

Linking



Pretest

1 Sounds

The following pairs of sentences are exactly the same except for one word. You will
hear either sentence (a) or (b). Circle the letter of the sentence you hear.

Example: a. Do you want everything?
Do you wash everything?
a. How do you spell “believe™?
b. How do you spell “belief”?
a. They like all the food
b. They liked all the food.
a. The car is missing.
b. The cart is missing.
a. They’ve already gone.
b. They’d already gone.
a. No one is going to watch all of it.
b. No one is going to wash all of it.
6. a How did you like the peach?
b. How did you like the pitch?
a. Can you say something about the collar?
b. Can you say something about the caller?
a. When are you going to sell the boat?
b. When are you going to sail the boat?
a. We all saw the cop.
b. We all saw the cup.
10. a. Did you say “the lock™ on the door?
b. Did you say “the knock™ on the door?

2 Syllable number

How many syllables do you hear? Write the number.

Examples: a. ease i

b. easy 2
¢. uneasy 3
1. camera 2. family

3. chocolate 4. opened



4 Pretest

S. arrangement 8. clothes
6. frightened __ 9. suffering
7. Wednesday 10. ordinary

3 Word stress

Draw a line under the syllable with the most stress (the strongest syllable). Mark
only one syllable for each word.

Examples: a. delay
b. broken
¢. edugcation

1. argument 6. post office
2. produce 7. phone book
3. economy 8. creation
4. Canadian 9. geographic
5. economic 10. record

4 Contractions, reductions and Linking

You will hear ten sentences. They will be read twice. Write down the sentences.

Example: You hear: Do you think she’s in her room?
You write: D hin s in her room?

or

W oW N =
L N

5 Focus: identification

You will hear a dialogue with ten sentences. In each sentence, underline the word
~ with the most emphasis (the strongest word). You will hear the dialogue twice.

Example A: That's a great idea!
A: Tlost my hat.
B: What kind of hat?
A: It was a rain hat.



Pretest 5

B: What colour rain hat?

A: Tt was a white hat. White plastic.

B: Mmmm. There was a white hat in the car.
A: Which car? Where is the car?

B: I've sold the car.

6 Focus meaning

The following pairs of sentences are exactly the same, except a different word is
stressed (stronger) in each sentence. You will hear sentence (a) or (b). Circle the
correct response.

Example: a. They bought two bottles. Not three?

1.

(b) They bought two bottles.

a. We want to buy a lot of apples.

Not cans?
Not oranges?

b. We want to buy a lot of apples. How many?
2. a. Ithink that animal is a big cat. No, it’s a baby tiger.
b. Ithink that animal is a big cat. Aren’t you sure?
3. a. Frank wrote the report. No, he translated it.
b. Frank wrote the report. No, Gloria did.
4. a. Does she speak Italian? No, but he does.
b. Does she speak Italian? No, but she can read it.
5. a. Judy wanted to go early. When?
b. Judy wanted to go early. Who?

7 Thought groups

You will hear sentence (a) or (b). Answer the question that follows the sentence you hear,

Example: a. John said, “My father is here.”
b. “John,” said my father, “is here,”
Question: Who was speaking? My father
1. a. Do you want Super Salad?
b. Do you want soup or salad?
Question: How many things were you offered?
2. a. He sold his house, boat and car.
b. He sold his houseboat and car.
Question: How many things did he sell?
3. a. The teacher said, “That student is lazy.”
b. “The teacher”, said that student, “is lazy.”



6 Pretest

Question: Who was lazy?
4. a. Wooden matches are used to start fires,

b. Wood and matches are used to start fires.

Question: How many kinds of things are used to start a fire?
5. a. The president said, “That reporter is lying.”

b. “The president,” said that reporter, “is lying.”

Question: Who was speaking?



Key to the Pretest 7

Key to the Pretest

Word stress
1. argument 2. produce 3. economy 4, Capadian 5. Economic
6. postoffice 7. phonebook 8. creation 9. geographic 10. record

4 Coatractions, reductions and Linking
Please give her a new car.

Is he busy now?

Who’s in the office”

They’re always asking questions.
My eyes are tired.

His aunt was out.

Was all of it eaten?

We eat rice every day.

0 X N0k

Has everybody got a piece of pie?

._.
e

Have you got the answer to everything?

5 Focus: identification

: I'lost my hat.

: What kind of hat?

: It was a rain hat.

What colour rain hat?

: It was a white hat. White plastic.
Mmmm. There was a white hat in the car.
: Which car? Where is the car?

I’ve sold the car.

Wy wrwr W

6 Focus meaning
1. b 2.b 3 a 4. a 5 a

7 Thought groups
1. Two. 4. Two.
2. Two. 5. The president.
3. The teacher.
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