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PASSAGES

Paggport to the Univerge

Mahalo to Donald Kim from a Grateful Alma Mator
(Spaed Reading )

[€) How to Talk to Anyone About Anything

@ e

A

@‘% Passport to the Universe

ﬂ The town where | grew up was so small and safe that from a very early age children were

allowed to wander by themselves from one end to the other. Free to explore, | would go to the
lumberyard in search of scraps for basement carpentry projects, to the telephone company to watch
the operators at work and to the office-supply store where, in the summer before second grade,
| had my eye on a fake alligator book bag. Green with red trim, it was so fine it made me ache. But
| seemed to be the only one in the family who thought it worth $3.98. Desperate to raise the money,
| regularly dropped into the post office to study the “Most Wanted” posters’ . If | seized one of
these wicked men, | would collect a reward from the FBI2.

2 That summer, most of my friends had learned to ride bicycles, an art that still escaped from me.
While they pedaled around town together, | spent a lot of time on my own. One hot, quiet afternoon, as |
walked along the main street, | stopped in front of a store | had never noticed before. Through the
windows | saw people sitting in knotty-pine® armchairs with big cushions. Everyone was reading. |
supposed they were waiting to be waited on, like diners in a restaurant. | went inside to look around. | had

1 the “Most Wanted” posters: EAL @44 .
2 the FBI: Federal Bureau of Investigation (%) § A% BN RR.
3 knotty-pine: (3£) (fE M. KIEWRERK AN W HIERRA,



2 Unit 1

never seen so many books—shelf after shelf rising higher than | could reach. Were there hundreds?
Thousands?

~ A lady at a desk asked me if | would like some help. When | asked what kind of store this was,

she said it wasn’t a store, it was a library. Nothing was for sale, but everything could be borrowed. All |
needed was a library card. Would | like one?

/4

"ul Would 1? Who wouldn’t?

5

::) On a small orange card she inscribed my name and a number, 1221. She wrote with a fountain
pen, and in the eternity it took for the ink to dry, my feelings zigzagged between amazement and fear.
The very idea of a library seemed too wonderful to be true — like free candy. There must be a hitch.

Maybe you would borrow books without money but had to pay when you brought them back. | didn't dare
ask.

Q The librarian pointed out the children’s section. | browsed for less time than it had taken the ink

on the card to dry, checked out a book, and left before she could change her mind about granting me this
astonishing privilege.

=

] There were more astonishments to come. | discovered that children could borrow books from
the adult section. Imagine! The librarian showed me how to find my way around: fiction was arranged
alphabetically by author, nonfiction by the Dewey Decimal System' . Years later, when | discovered the

regular decimal system, it seemed very boring compared with the magic of Mr. Dewey, who had invested
every number with meaning.

e
£ In the first weeks after discovering the library, | went twice a day, always checking out a single

book until the librarian mentioned that a person could borrow several at once. Think of it!

/

4
L" At home | began to talk about how handy it would be to have a book bag, and by the end of the
summer my parents yielded. There was another conquest too — the bicycle. It happened shortly after |
figured out how easily a pile of books could be carried in the basket.

| the Dewey Decimal System: kb {- 5B 54> K.



Unit 1 3

1,/'\[) Over the next few years | read voraciously and indiscriminately: biographies of everyone
from Amelia Earhart' to Herbert Hoover?, history and things of little significance. | also read, over and
over, certain fairy tales. In “The Ugly Duckling” was the comforting hope that someday |, too, might be
graceful as a swan. “The Emperor's New Clothes” confirmed my hunch that aduits were not all-knowing
and all-powerful, despite what some of them said.

T

Ll 7] The little orange card was my passport to the universe. With it | was introduced to uncount-
able people and ideas | could not otherwise have known in my little town. Louis Armstrong® was the
first black { ever met, in a biography that also made me aware of the horrible fact of prejudice. There was
no major art museum for 200 miles in any direction, so until | went to coliege, the only paintings | saw
were in the library’s art books. Through the wonder of the inner-library (oan, | was furnished with stacks
of books on whatever sank a hook into my curiosity.

-
’]2 I never stopped going to libraries. Every time | opened one of the heavy doors of my college

library, | was filled with awe. This was a sacred place. Here under one roof were millions of books — an
infinity of wisdom and beauty.

'J{Q | now travel with several passports — community library cards, permission to use rare-book
collections, and privileges at one of the largest university libraries in the world. The idea that libraries
exist still fills me with wonder, and | seize every chance to spread this joy.

14
[ if, as often happens, children stop to watch while I'm using a library microfilm reader, | ask
their birthdays and fish out the appropriate reels of the New York Times . Once they start reading a
birthday issue, they don’t want to stop. | tell them about Dewey and his decimals. | encourage them to

load up their book bags. And | hope — oh, how | hope — that their first passports carry them to as many
worlds as mine did.

PRACTICE #1-1 Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1. Little children in the town were allowed to wander by themselves from one
end to the other because

Amelia Earhart: Bk #0F - /R05%F (1898-1937), & -frtpih LB KWIEM X1 &k kiR,
Herbert Hoover: # {0145 - §166 (1874-1964), X HEPBEIVfFML,
Louis Armstrong: ¥ 553t - B @3FHEE] (1900-1971), EERE IR SHERK, B EBRMmE, g

S I R
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b.
c.
d.

their parents were not strict with them
the town was small and safe

it was not far from one end to the other
both a and b

. The author went to the telephone company to

a.
b.
C.
d.

watch the operators working
make telephone calls
waich the operators sitting at their desk

watch the workers operating

. The author often went to the post office to

a.
b.
c.
d.

earn some money
find a chance to get some money
study the posters

none of the above

. At first, the author thought she had to pay when

a.
b.
c.
d.

13

a
b
c.
d

she brought the books home

she returned the books

the librarian took the books back
she returned the card

My feelings zigzagged between amazement and fear” means
. I felt both amazed and fearful

. I felt either amazed or fearful

I was hurt emotionally

. my feelings moved toward amazement and fear

comforted and encouraged the author with hope and confirma-

tion.

a.

a o

Stories
Fairy tales
Paintings

History books

1 now travel with several passports” means
a. I travel with passports of several countries
b.
c
d

I travel in several countries with their passports

. I travel with several passports of my country

. I'have several library cards and can borrow books from these libraries

with them

. The main idea of this passage is that

a.
b.

e o

children should be given library cards
libraries house all kinds of books

libraries serve as wonderful means of knowing the world

. library cards are great means of knowing the world
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5

A-2

Provide subjects, objects, or (aux.) verbs for the follow-
ing sentences according to the passage.

1. thought the fake alligator book bag is not worth $3.98.

2. The author good at riding a bicycle.

3. The author pressed to buy a and a
for her.

4. The author read the biography of every famous person.

5. and are used to express the

author’s excitement in finding the astonishing privileges in the library.

Choose the best to explain each of the following under-
lined parts; base your choices on the context.
1. T would go to the office-supply store.
a. the store which sells office buildings
b. the store which supplies offices
c. the store which sells things needed in offices
d. the store where offices can be found
2. It was so fine it made me ache.
a. suffer pain
b. eager to get it
c. hurt emotionally
d. eager to damage it
3. I was desperate to raise the money.
a. develop
b. manage to get
c. increase
d. make
4. 1 would collect a reward from the FBI.
a. ask and receive
b. ask for
c. put together
d. find
5. On a small orange card she inscribed my name.
a. cut
b. wrote
c. designed
d. described
6. There must be a hitch.
a. obstacle
b. trap



