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Preface for Chinese Readers

Chinese philosophical traditions differ from Western
ones, from what I can tell, in placing greater emphasis on
balance underlying intelligence and less emphasis on sheer
“amount.” This Chinese emphasis on balance is consistent
with the argument made in Successful Intelligence that intel-
ligence is not just an amount of something, but rather, a
balance among analytical, creative, and practical abilities. As
a rapidly evolving society, China requires of its citizens these
latter abilities as well as the former ones. Individuals as well
as groups must be able to cope with rapidly changing circum-
stances—with relative novelty—and also must be able to apply
what they learn and invent to their everyday world.

The book also empahsizes that intelligence should not be
a story just about success in school, but about success in life.
Too often, we overvalue the narrow set of memory and ana-
lytical abilities that lead to success in school but that are not
sufficient for success in life. This book shows that people who
succeed in life do so through their creative and practical abil-
ities in adapting to, shaping, and selecting environments.

R - 9 - Sternbers

June 3 1999 in Yale University
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