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Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future,
Wang Zhen

Historical experience shall not be forgotten; the friendship between Ch na
and Japan shall be handed down from generation to generation.
Nie Rongzhen
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PREFACE

China and Japan are close neigbours with a history of communication for more than two thousand years. The people of
the two countries had enjoyed good relations since the Qin and Han Dynasties until the end of the 19th century. when
Japan developed into an imperialist country and started invading China, casting a shadow over the relations between the
two countries. Japan occupied the Taiwan province of China after the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. The September
19th Incident of 1931 marked the beginning of the Japanese occupation of Northeastern China. Japan commenced all-out
aggression agatnst China on July 7, 1937, bringing unprecedented catastrophe to the Chinese people and at the same time
causing the Japanese people to suffer tremendous losses. After 8 years of an arduous war of resistance and at a sacrifice of
more than 20 millior; people, the Chinese people eventually defeated Japan, safeguarding the independence and
sovereignty of their country.

How wou'd the Chinese Government deal with the over 1,000 Japanese war criminals after the founding of New China?
This was ar issue of ir.ternational and domestic concern. The Chinese people would have been fully justified punishing
these aggressors who were guilty of unscrupulously burning, killing, raping and looting in China. However. the Chinese
Communist Party and the Chinese government, basing their decisions on the principle of humanitarianism und on the
fundamental interests of the people of the two countries. did not take any national reprisals toward the war criminals.
Instead. a policy of re-education and reform was adopted to help the war criminals realize their crimes and change their
views. Difficult as the 1ask was, this policy of the Chinese government eventually succeeded in making them confess their
crimes and begin a new life with new ideas. Later the war criminals were released and went back to Japan. During the past
several decades most of them have contributed much to the cause of opposing a revival of Japanese militarism and of
safeguard ng the frierdly relations between China and Japan. The success achieved by the Chinese government in
educating and reformiag the war criminals produced tremendous effects in the world as well as in China and Japan. Even
those who were hostile to New China acknowledged this succes. though reluctantly.

Exactly 611 vears have nassed since the September 18th Incident caused by the Japanese imperialists. It was 46 years ago
when the Chinese people won the War of Resistance Against Japan and 35 years since the Chinese govrnment released all
the imprisoned Japanese war criminals. Nearly 20 years have passed since the resumption of diplomatic relatioris between
China and Japah. Meanwhile, relations betwsen the two countries have reached a new stage. On this occasion the
Qunzhony (the masses) Press House and the Great Wall Culture Publishing Company (Hongkong) have jointly comptled
this alburn for the public by collecting photos and historical materials which reflect the history of this pericd and the
education and reformation of the war criminals. This is of great significance. The photos and facts recorded in this album
will help 1ne Chinese and Japanese people remember the history, understand the humanitarian policy of educating and
reforming the war criminals and thereby be educated and inspired. The publication of this album is most worthwhile at a
time wher some pcople are deliberately distorting the history of this period.

Past experience, if not “orgotten, is a guide for the future. Let us make continuous efforts to oppose war. safeguard world
peace and further devzlop the friendship and cooperation between China and Japan.

May the ‘riendship between the Chinese and Japanese people last from generation to generation!

Do it

July 7. 1991
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Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future.
Wang Zhen

Historical experience shall not be forgotten; the friendship between China
and Japan shall be handed down from generation to generation.
Nie Rongzhen
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PREFACE

China and Japan are close neigbours with a history of communication for more than two thousand years. The peopie of
the twe: countries had enjoyed good relations since the Qin and Han Dynasties until the end of the [9th century, when
Japan developed in:o an imperialist country and started invading China, casting a shadow over the relations between the
two countries. Japan occupied the Taiwan province of China after the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. The September
19th Ircident of 1921 marked the beginning of the Japanese occupation of Northeastern China. Japan commenced all-out
aggression against China on July 7, 1937, bringing unprecedented catastrophe to the Chinese people and at the same time
causing the Japanese people to suffer tremendous losses. After 8 years of an arduous war of resistance and at a sacrifice of
more than 20 million people, the Chinese people eventually defeated Japan, safeguarding the independence and
sovereignty of thei- country.

How would the Chmese Government deal with the over 1,000 Japanese war criminals after the founding of New China?
This was an issue of international and domestic concern. The Chinese people would have been fully justified punishing
these aggressors who were guilty of unscrupulously burning, kilhing, raping and looting in China. Howeve: . the Chinese
Communist Party and the Chinese government. basing their decisions on the principle of humanitarianism and on the
fundarental interests of the people of the two countries, did not take any national reprisals toward the war criminals.
Instead, a policy of re-education and reform was adopted to help the war criminals realize their crimes and change their
views, Difficult as the task was, this policy of the Chinese government eventually succeeded in making them confess their
crimes and begin a new life with new ideas. Later the war criminals were released and went back to Japan. During the past
severa! decades most of them have contributed much to the cause of opposing a revival of Japanese militarism and of
safeguarding the friendly relations between China and Japan. The success achieved by the Chinese government in
educaiing and refo ming the war criminals produced tremendous effects in the world as well as in China and Japan. Even

those who were hostile to New China acknowledged this succes, though reluctantly.
Exacily 60 years have passed since the September [8th [ncident caused by the Japanese imperialists. [t was 46 vears ago

when the Chinese people won the War of Resisiance Against Japan and 35 years since the Chinese govrnment released all
the imprisoned Japenese war criminals. Nearly 20 vears have passed since the resumption of diplomatic relations between
China and Japan. Meanwhile, relations betwsen the two countries have reached a new stage. On this occasion the
Qunzhong (the masses) Press House and the Great Wall Culture Publishing Company (Hongkong) have jointly compiled
this album I‘Qr the public by collecting photos and historical materials which reflect the history of this period and the
education and reformation of the war criminals. This is of great significance. The photos and facts recorded :n this album
will heip the Chinese and Japanese people remember the history, understand the humanitarian policy of educating and
reforming the war criminals and thereby be educated and inspired. The publication of this album is most worthwhile at a
time when some people are deliberately distorting the history of this period.

Past experience. if not forgotten, is a guide for the future. Let us make continuous efforts to oppose war, safcguard world
peace und further develop the friendship and cooperation between China and Japan.

May the friendship between the Chinese and Japanese people last from generation to generation!

July 7. 991
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The Orient Conference

area of Northeast (
three months. By setting up the puppet regime of the “*Stete of Manchu™ in

March of 1932, Japan intensified its political oppression, economic
plundering and cultural enslavement and turned China’s northeast region
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property loss amounted to over USD 60 billion. The Chinese people were northern area of China. When Chiang Kai-shek's troops moved into Jinan
iﬂ** 1928 hmw. mﬂ»mmmmmmlﬂ. n_ﬂ fuced with an unprece‘ented catastrophe City on May |, the Japanese provoked and shot at Chinese troops and
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The wrecked train




