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Abstract

Avunculate system or avanculocal phenomena is one sub-
ject in cultural anthropology studies. Southwest China, charac-
terized by a certain kind of geography and multi — nationalities
area, actually possesses a cultural ecological pattern. Among
many minorities exist avunculate systems and avunculocal phe-
nomena, some of them being very typical. These minorities,
however, have not received enough attention by acdemical re-
search. “Avunculate in Southwest China” is the first work
which widely and deeply focuses on this subject. The contents
cover areas such as; the Linguistical meaning of avunculate, o-
rigin, functions, structure of avunculate system, displace prin-
ciple, cultural symbolization, and so on. In many aspects,
new ideas and points are advanced, the result of the author’ s
field investigations. This profound analysis covers a wide field
of study. Sociological, geographical, ethnological specialities
combine with acdemic values to form its distinguishing fea-
tures .
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