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1. a)happen/hit/shake
b)at 1:47 on the early morning of September 21st, 1999/
at 1:47 a.m. on September 21st, 1999
2. magnitude 7.6
3. a) the number of the people who die/be killed/have lost
their lives in the earthquake
b)reach
¢)be injured/be hurt
d)be trapped
¢)be missing
f)lose one’s homes/become homeless
4. a)be cut off
b)be destroyed
c)be stopped
5. a)strongest/worst
b)hit/happen

¢)in a century/in the recent 100 years
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TaipeiAt 1:47 a. m. on September 21st, 1999, a terrible
earthquake of magnitude 7.6 shook Taiwan. By 22:00 p.m. , the
number of people who were killed in the earthquake had reached
1670. As many as 3924 people were injured, over 2000 people
were trapped in the fallen buildings and hundreds of people were
still missing. A great number of people had lost their homes. The

earthquake had the electricity cut off, the traffic stopped and a



great many buildings and bridges destroyed. It is the strongest

earthquake that has ever hit Taiwan in a century.
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A big fire broke out on the twelfth floor of the Gola Grand
Hotel at 11:30 p.m. on September 4th,1996. At the time of fire,
some guests living in it were watching TV, s;)me were talking
with friends and some of them were fast asleep. The guests were
mostly travellers from the UK, the U.S. and Australia. The fire



was put out twenty minutes later and all the guests got away
safely by the fire exit. Nobody was injured. No one knew what

started the fire.
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New Development for Central and Western China
The Chinese government has recently decided to develop

central and western China.

We have every reason to believe that the development will be
a great success. As a result of the great project, central and
western regions of China will surely achieve better and faster
development in the new century. The people will have a better life

and China will surely be richer and stronger.

>BERIF
autonomous regions HiBX

municipality FH3EH

>BEER
New Development for Central and Western China

The Chinese government has recently decided to develop
central and western China.

This part of China includes 9 provinces and autonomous
regions and one municipality, covering an area of 5. 4 million
square kilometers with a population of 285 million.

The government will pay special attention to its transportation.
Some highways and railways will be built. To protect the nature,
farmers will return farmland to forest. Also, measures should be
taken to prevent pollution. Western China is rich in natural
resources, which can be exploited and made full use of. To meet
the need of the development, all kinds of experts and skilled
workers are to be brought in.



