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Summary

This book is in English-Chinese. It introduces the Three
Gorges Project, its important functions of flood control, power
generation and navigation, the general arrangement of the Pro-
ject,and its impact on the environmerit one by one . It also gives a
brief account of the Gezhouba Project. Finally, it depicts t'.
scenery of the Three Gorges,enabling the readers to be carried
away to the natural beauty of th» river and mountains.

This book is well worth reading to an immense public,who
have concern about our country’s construction and are fond of
English language; to the countrymen residing abroad, foreign
friends who have bzen looking forward to building the Three
Gorges dam,and iourists,too. In addition,it provides reading ma-
terials helpful to the techuical staff of the water conservancy and
hydropower works, who has a basic knowledge of English lan-
guage, to further study English and to read professional docu-

ments or books.



Foreword

The Yangtze River,loaded with immense power and energy,
starts from the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau,runs from the high posi-
tion to the low with irresistible force. It passes gorges, cuts
through mountains,and rushes eastward with mighty power until
it reaches the East Sea,presenting a spectacular view. Since an-
cient times,innumerable men of letters have described and eulo-
gized the magnificent Yangtze River in their vehement articles
and poems,leaving us a lot of cultural heritage and moving leg-
ends.

Yet,the Yangtze River does not always call for good recol-
lections. In its long history, for being naturally born and unre-
strained, it became stubborn and intractable. It flooded periodi-
cally, submerged villages and towns, and damaged houses and
fields,bringing huge loss of lives and possessions.

To bring the Yangtze River under control, the industrious
and valiant Chinese people have fought tenaciously with it for
thousands of years,but they can’t bring it under permanent con-
trol and fully utilize its natural resources. In the early part of the
20th century,Dr. Sun Yat-sen,the great pioneer of the democrat-
ic revolution,first put forward a plan of developing the Yangtze,
with his original insight and lofty aspiration for making China.
prosperous and strong,“The Yangtze River above Ichang enters

the Gorges++-To improve the Upper Yantze,the rapids should be



dammed up to form locks to enable crafts to ascend the river as
well as to generate water power+**”Since then,to build the Three
Gorges Dam on the Yangtze is the long-cherished wish of the
Chinese nation. After the foundation of the People’s Republic of
China, the Party and Government undertook the important his-
torical tasks to harness and develop the Yangtze River. To realize
the lofty ideals of“ A smooth lake rises in the narrow gorges”by
Chairman Mao Tsetung,on the basis of the principle of preparing
actively and being full and reliable,and according to the condi-
tions of our country at that time,the government set up Gezhou-
ba Engineering Bureau in 1970, which is the biggest team of the
construction workers for water conservancy and water power in
China, to start building Gezhouba Project,a reversely regulating
reservoir for the Three Gorges Project. Gezhouba Project Provid-
ed the base to train workers step by step in a planned way,accu-
mulate experiences, and be prepared to undertake the future
task. In the later 1980’s,Gezhouba Project was fully com-pleted.
The Three Gorges Project construction was placed on the
country’s agenda of important things. After discussing and prov-
ing over and over again,the Fifth Session of the Seventh National
People’s Congress adopted the proposal to build the Three
Gorges Project on the third of April,1992. At the end of the same
year ,the construction team of Gezhouba Engineering Bureau first
entered the building site of the Three Gorges Project to start
preparation project for earlier stage. Since then,the Three Gorges
Project has been in a new stage of actual construction. Thus
opened a new chapter of harnessing and developing the Yangtze

River.



The Three Gorges Project attracts the attention of the
world,and the books about its various aspects are many .yet such
a book as The Three Gorges-Gezhouba Project and Local Scenery
which puts the Three Gorges-Gezhouba Project and local scenery
in one book and narrates in both English and Chinese is rarely
seen. This bock introduces in a comparatively comprehensive way
the historical process of the Three Gorges Project from concep-
tion to practice,expounds the immense benefit in flood control.
power generation,navigation,etc. when the project is completed.
and analyzes the conditions of the project’s general arrangement ,
rescttlement , investment and environmental influence, et¢. The
English bassage on the Three GorgesProject written by Sun Yat-
sen is first quoted in the past sixty years in the country. Mean-
while , this book expounds the relation between the Three Gorges

Project and its reversely regulating reservoir and navigation

stage Gezhouba Project from the angle of engineering. The
author presents with immense zeal the contributions to the coun-
try made by the builders of Gezhouba Project. At Last,the au-
thor displays to the readers the magnificent and precipitous
scenery along the Three Gorges winding over two hundred kilo-
metres from the Three Visitors’Cave to the White King Castle.
The readers may enjoy the wonderful Three Gorges scenery
while learning about the project. The rich content and novel com-
pilatory conception are sure to make readers feel fresh and mew.

Mr. Cao Jiuxiang,the author,is an old educationalist work-
ing on the water power front. In the past several decades ,he took
pains to teach and now he has students everywhere. He has spe-

cial feelings toward the course of water power construction in our



country. To introduce the Three Gorges Project to the readers
home and abroad,he spent ten years collecting materials and do-
ing compilation and translation.working hard no matter it was
summer or winter. His long-cherished wish is now realized. The
book is the fruit of the author’s many years’ painstaking labor
and also expresses the enthusiasm of workers on water power
front in controlling the Yangtze and building up the Three
Gorges Project. Touches by this,I wrote this foreword with plea-
sure. "

Qiao Shengxiang

Director of Gezhouba Engineering Bureau

18,8,1994

(Translated by Cao Haiying)



Preface

The Three Gorges have been celebrated for many centuries
in the literature of China and in the hearts of its people. But
now ,after decades of dreams,studies,plans and preparation,the
government finally approved of taking this of taking spectacular
strip of river and mountains as the site for the construction of the
world’s largest concrete dam.

The total installed generating capacity of this project is
18,200MW , 40 per cent more than the capacity of Itaipu Power
Station in Brazil ,now the world’s largest hydroelectric station.

Will the reservoir induce earthquake? Could the Yangtze
flood problem be solved? Would the Three Gorges Project sub-
merge an area as beautiful as the Grand Canyon? And resettle-
ment ,environment problems---It is clear that they are issues for
many people to worry about.

We are glad to recommand this book——The Three Gorges-
Gezhouba Project and Local Scenery——to the readers.

The book introduces the world-famous Three Gorges and
the Gezhouba Project in a simple and clear way. The book pre-
sents the charming scenery of the Three Gorges with some his-
torical background in such a vivid manner that while reading it,

the readers may feel as if they were experiencing everything per-



sonally. All in all,this is a fine working. It deserves praise for the
editor to spend so much time and energy to collect materials .edit
them into a book and keep improving the text.

We highly appreciate the editor’s enthusiasm and efforts in
introducing the Three Gorges to the world. We think this book
will be of much help for the tourists home and abroad and those
concerned with the construction of the Three Gorges Project. We
have read through the text and made some necessary corrections
in the English text.

As time is limited, we have to stop where we are. Further
improvement can be expected in future.

We believe this book will meet the fondness of the readers.

J. Timothy Dirstine (American Expert)
Cao Haiying (Master of Arts,Associate
Professor of English)

25 April,1993
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