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CHAPTER 1
TOM SAWYERY'S GANG

You don’t know about me unless you’ve read
The Adventures of Tom Saivyer?, but that doesn’t
maldtter.

Now the way the book ends is this: Tom3
and I found the money that the robbers had hid-
den in the cave. We got six thousand dollars
each — all gold. Well, Judge Thatcher* put it
out at interest, and it brought cach of us a dcllar
a day all the ycar round. The Widow Douglas®
took me as her son and declared she would civilize
me; but living in the house all the time was hard,
considering how terribly regular and proper the
widow was in all her ways, and so when I couldn’t
stand it any longer, I ran away. Then Tom
Sawyer said he was going to start a band of rob-
bers, and I might join if I would go back to the
widow. So I went.

The widow cried over® me, and called me a
poor lost lamb. She put me in those new clothes
once more, and I could do nothing but” sweat and
feel very uncomfortable. Then the old ways com-
menced again. The widow rang a bell for supper

1. Tom Sawyer ['tom'ssija]—— A 4, 2. The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer——$4#&, KBk, 3. Tom—Tom
Sawyer BJSER, 4. Thatcher ['8xtfo]— A%, 5.
Douglas [‘daglos]— A %, 6. cry over—— H.oo.n. A,

R oo oo SR, 7. do nothing but—— &,
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sts Watson would say, “Don’t put your feet up there,
Hucklcbcrry
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and you had to come in
time. When you got to
the table you couldn’t be-
gin to eat, but you had to
wait for the widow to bend

her head and complain a

little over the food, though
there wasn’t anything the
matter with it,

Her sister, Miss Wat-
son', an old maid who
wore glasses, had just come
to live with her. She made
me work hard at a spelling
book for about an hour.
Then it was very dull, and
I couldn’t sit still. Miss
Watson would say, “Don’t
put your feet up there,
Huckleberry?”’; and “Pon’t
lie like that—sit up
straight”; and
would say, “Don’t yawn
and stretch like that—why
don’t you try to behave ?”’

At last they brought

the servants in and had -

prayers and everybody went

1. Watson ['wotsn] — A &.
2. Huckleberry [ 'haklbari]
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offt to bed. I sat down by my bedroom wia-
‘dow. I felt so lonely.” Iheard a night-bird, far
‘away, calling about somebody that was dead,
and a dog howling about somebody that was
going to die. I go so miscrable and frightened;
I did wish I had some company.

After a long time I heard the clock away in
the town go boom — boom — boomm — twelve
strokes, and all still again, stiller than ever. Then
I hecard a branch break, down in the dark
among the trees: something was moving. Soon
I heard a faint “me-yow® ! me-yow !> down there.
That was good! “Me-yow ! me-yow 1’ said I,
as sofily as I could. I put out® the light, climbed
out of the window on to the shed, and slipped
down to the ground. Sure enough?, there was
Tom Sawyer waiting for me.

We went down the hill on the other side of the
house and found Joe Harper®, and Ben Rogers?,
and two or three more of the boys. We untied a
boat, pulled two and a half miles down the river
to the big mark on the nillside, and landed.

‘We went to some bushes, and Tom showed us
a hole in the hill. We lit our candles and crawled -
in. At last we got into a kind of room, all damp
arnd cold, and there we stopped.

“Now we’ll start this band of robbers,” said

1. go off —FEFF,ITHI(-T3). 2. me-yow = mew g miacw
1. ) 3. put out—— X, 4. sure enough -—
W, B 5. Joe Harper ['dzou‘ha:po] ——A £, 6.
Ben Rogers ['ben'rad3ez] —— X 45,
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Tom. “Everybody.that wants to join has got to!
swear to keep to the rules, and WI‘ltC hlS name in
blood.” ’

He took out a sheet of paper, on which he
had written the rules, and read it. Every boy
had to swear. to stick to the band and never tell
any of the secrets; and if anybody did anything
to any boy of the band, whichever boy was ordered
to kill ‘that person and his family must do it.
EBverybody said it was really beautiful.

“Now,” said Ben Rogers, “what’s the line of
business of this Gang ?”

“We stop ‘carriages on the road, with masks
on,” said Tom, “and kill the people and take their
watches and money. Except some that you bring
to -the cave here and keep. till theyre
ransomed.” _ - ' -

“Ransomed ?* What's" that ? -

- %I don’t know. But that’y what they do.
I've seen it in books; and 50 of course that s what
we've got to do.?' o Co

“But how can we do it if we don’t know what
it is P” | |

“Why, dash it all,> we've got to do it. Do
you want to do different from what’s,in the books,
and spoil everything ?”

" “But, Tom Sawyer, how on earth?® arc these
fellows going to be ransomed if we don’t know how

1. have got to— %, FRER, 2. dash it all — B AN
#1353 oncarth—3FW, BE. |
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