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Preface

The Changjiang Three Gorges Reservoir currently under construction is the world’s largest hydrological project.
Work was formally begun on 14 December 1994, On 7 November 1997, the division of the flow of the Changjiang was
achieved, and the project is expected to reach completion by the year 2009. In due course, the total area of the reservoir
will be 1080 square kilometres and will extend 600 kilometres upstream along the Changjiang. The area affected by the
inundation will include twenty two counties, cities or regions, namely Yichang, Xingshan, Zigui and Badong Counties in
Hubei Province; Wushan, Wuxi, Fengjie, Yunyang, Kaixian, Zhongxian, Shizhu, Fengdu, Wulong, Changshou, Jiangbei
and Baxian Counties, the regions of Tiancheng, Longbao and Wugqiao, and the cities of Fuling, Jiangjin and Chongging, all
within the Chongqing Municipality. A large number of historically or culturally important antiquities and sites are distrib-
uted within the range of inundation and within the population relocation areas. In order to salvage and protect as many of
these as possible during the progress of the building project, beginning in November 1993, the State Bureau of Cultural
Relics mustered the forces of twenty four research institutes, museums and institutions of higher education, to carry out a
comprehensive survey of the antiquities within the area of the Three Gorges Reservoir Project. After March 1994, in
accordance with the demands of the State Council Committee for the Three Gorges Project, there was further set up a
“Planning Group for the Preservation of Cultural Relics in the Three Gorges Reservoir Region” with responsibility for
establishing plans for the protection of cultural relics in the area of inundation and in the relocation areas. The number of
institutions participating in the survey further increased to thirty. By May 1995, the comprehensive planning report was
completed, running to thirty volumes. Through work formulated in these plans, 829 localities with buried remains have
been discovered in the reservoir area, and 453 surface sites (including underwater sites) have been determined.CIn October
1999, after years of changes and re-check, around 700 localities with buried remains and near 400 surface sites were
identified demanding protection. Noted by the author on 30 March 2000.] It is now clearly understood that this area has
been an important area of human activity for tens of thousands of years, has fostered population groups of historical
importance and particular creativity, and leaves behind a wealth of historical and cultural rerains to subsequent generations.

The Three Gorges region is famous for its dramatic scenery, unique landforms resulting from the confluence of three
major geological faults and folds. This unique geographical environment was also responsible for the particular economic
and cultural characteristics of human tradition and historical process in this area.

In comparison with other animals, humans are characterised by an extremely high adaptive capacity. According to
surveys made since 1994, the Three Gorges Reservoir region has been a location for human activities for the last 100,000
years. Over fifty localities with Palaeolithic remains have aiready been discovered, and at fourteen of these the contempo-
rary stratigraphy is preserved. The stone tools discovered have been mostly pebble tools, with large choppers predominat-
ing and with a certain proportion of scrapers; the stone cores and flakes left over from manufacture are very numerous.
The characteristics of manufacture belong to the southern Chinese Palaeolithic tradition. This is of great significance for
understanding the regional limits of the characteristics distinguishing the northern and southern Chinese Palacolithic
cultures.

During the Neolithic from 7000+ to 4000 BP, as a result of the rise of agriculture and primitive forms of animal

husbandry, and of the increased sophistication of hunting and fishing, the population of the Three Gorges region increased
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steadily. Over 80 settlements dating to the period around 5000 BP have already been discovered. These settlements may
be divided on the basis of cultural affiliation into two major traditions, an eastern and a western, with the dividing line in
the region between the Qutang Xia and Wu Xia Gorges, particularly the western end of Qutang Gorge. In the eastern
tradition, consisting of the Chengbeixi—Daxi—Qujialing—Shijiahe sequence, agriculture is relatively well developed
with fishing also occupying a prominent position. The centre of distribution of this tradition lies further east in western
Hubei and the Jiang-Han plain. The western tradition is a newly discovered cultural sequence represented by the remains
from Laoguanmiao in Fengjie County, the lower layers at Shaopengzui in Zhongxian County, and the lower layers at
Weijialiangzi in Wushan County. The subsistence strategy seems to be dominated by hunting and fishing, and the density
of settlements is very low. However in terms of broad cultural characteristics, its range extends as far as the Chengdu
Basin and into northern Sichuan. This division of the Three Gorges region into two distinct traditions approximately
mirrors the state of affairs during the mid to late Warring States period when the region represented the interface between
the Qin and Ba cultures to the west and the Chu culture to the east. Naturally this is related to environmental restrictions.

Around 4000 years ago, the Ba people, famed for their ferocity in battle and for their singing and dancing skills, arose
in the Three Gorges region. The histories relate that a branch of the Ba people had their origin in the Qingjiang River
valley, and of ancient Ba remains found in the Three Gorges area, those belonging to the earliest stage are distributed most
densely precisely along the two banks of the Xiling Xia Gorge. Subsequently, following the rise of the Chu people in the
Jiang-Han plain, the Ba responded to pressure from Chu expansion and shifted their centre of distribution gradually
westward; by the late Warring States and Qin periods, they occupied the region between Fuling and Chongqing.

Within the area of the Three Gorges reservoir, over one hundred settlements and cemeteries of this period belonging
to the Ba people have already been discovered. The Ba people lived mostly by fishing, and thus many sites are small
settlements on the banks of the Changjiang or its tributaries. However, the Shuangyantang site discovered on the north
east bank of the Daning River in Wushan County, the cluster of sites including Zhongba, Shaopengzui and Wazhadi at
Ganjingkou in Zhongxian County, and the Lijiaba site and cemetery on the bank of the Xiaojiang in Yunyang County, are
all over 10,000 square metres in area and rich in content; they represent the core area for activities of the Ba people from
the Shang period to the early Han period. In the seventies, a cemetery belonging to the Ba aristocracy, and datable to late
Warring States and Qin periods, was discovered at Xiaotianxi in Fuling City. A proper excavation of these settlements and
cemeteries during the period of the construction of the Three Gorges dam will undoubtedly do much to uncover the ancient
mysteries of the Ba people.

Dwelling among mountains and gorges naturally disposed the Ba to a subsistence strategy centred on hunting and
fishing, and fostered in them a hardy and valiant constitution. It was precisely for these reasons that King Wu of the Zhou
in his war of conquest against King Zhou of the Shang had a regiment of Ba troops in the vanguard of his army; similarly,
Liu Bang also put Ba troops to the fore when he marched on the Guanzhong region from Hanzhong. The Ba tombs of the
Warring States to early Han periods found to date regularly contain Ba style ge halberds, spears and swords, quite in
keeping with this impression of the Ba as a brave and warlike people.

Song and dance traditions of the Ba people also exerted a powerful influence on the culture of the Central Plains.
King Wu of Zhou and the Han Gaozu emperor employed Ba armies in their campaigns against, respectively, the Shang and
Sangqin, and consequently Ba music and dance forms were incorporated into the music of the Zhou and Han ancestral
temples. The Chu lived in close contact with the Ba people for an extended period of time, and in consequence Ba music

and dance was exceedingly popular during the Warring States period among the inhabitants of the Chu metropolis. Neverthe-



less, cultural interaction between ethnic groups is always a bilateral affair, and the gold-inlayed bronze bell sets discovered
in the Ba king tombs at Xiaotianxi in Fuling reflect the reception by the Ba people of the music of the Zhou ancestral
temple tradition.

During the Qin and Han periods, there were numerous southern ethnic groups, generally referred to in Chinese texts
as “man” and distinguished by place names indicating their region of distribution. Amongst these, the Linjun man, who
worshipped the white tiger as their ancestor, were very likely descendants of the earlier Ba people. The Linjun man were
late divided into two groups, i.e. wushi Ba and Qixing Ba, dwelling in the Three Gorges and Jialing River area respectively.
They were in intimate contact with the Han for a long period of time, and were recipients of a Han influence that became
increasingly marked; after the middle Han period, it is already very difficult to discern clear differences between Han
tombs and those belonging to these descendants of the Ba. Thus among the 200 tombs or groups of tombs dating to the Qin
and Han periods discovered in the Three Gorges reservoir region, it is likely that there was a proportion of Ba tombs. For
instance it is likely, that the several bronze tiger belt-hooks, a type never found in other regions, that have been discovered
in recent years in the Three Gorges region were from Ba tombs.

The descendants of the Ba persisted for some considerable time in the Three Gorges and maintained certain ethnic
characteristics. For instance, today the Tujia ethnic minority still employ the tiger as the spirit of the doorway, undoubt-
edly a relic of the Ba worship of the white tiger. Naturally, a clear understanding of the historical developments of the Ba
culture in the Three Gorges region will have to rely on subsequent archaeological, anthropological and historical research.

During the Eastern Zhou period, the Chu state expanded its sphere of influence westward to the region of Fuling
County. During the reign of King Hui Wen, the Qin state vanquished Shu and took control over the region inhabited by the
Ba between Chongqing and Fuling. In 278 BC, the Qin seized the Chu capital, Yingdu (modern Jingsha City), and
occupied the lands of the Ba people hitherto under Chu control. Thus, the Ba culture of the Three Gorges region was for
a protracted period intermeshed with that of the Qin and Chu cultures, and subsequently was deeply bound up with Han
influence in the area; the differing cultures frequently appear in the same locality, and Chu and Qin tombs are a frequently
encountered phenomenon in the reservoir region. For the descendants of the Ba people, this state of affairs has persisted
up until the present, but with the various manifestations of Han culture playing an increasingly dominant role. This
phenomenon is quite apparent from tombs of the Sanguo period and later.

For example, during the Sanguo period, the region west of Fengjie County was under the control of Shu-Han, and the
Shu-Han tombs discovered at Fengjie, Yunyang and Fuling, just like those in the Chengdu area, maintain the burial tradi-
tions of the Han Dynasty, in sharp contrast to the Eastern Wu mortuary traditions of the lower Changjiang region. But
from the Western Jin period, there is a comprehensive change in the burial practices of the Three Gorges region, which sees
the adoption of the Eastern Wu and Southern Dynasties tradition of the mid and lower Changjiang region. Just to take one
example, the Tang Dynasty Ran Rencai tomb at Fumafen in Wanxian County was furnished with a set of celadon figurines,
a general characteristic of Tang tombs throughout the region from the Yellow River to the Changjiang river systems.
Comparable examples are too numerous to mention individually.

Travellers and literati have been extolling the praises of Three Gorges scenery for thousands of years. Generations
have been inspired by this natural environment to construct numerous buildings of great artistic merit and historical
significance. In the area there are also many rock sculptures and inscriptions recording exceptionally high flood levels or
low water marks during drought.

The flood inscriptions are texts carved onto rock surfaces recording the position of the high water mark during



Qing Dynasty (1890 AD). The complex of buildings we see today was constructed periodically between then and the
period of the Guangxu emperor.

Although the date of construction of Zhang Fei’s Temple is rather late, its location between the hills and the water’s
edge and its logical use of the topography, its integration of the traditional Chinese multiple courtyard ground plan into the
mountain side, and the blending of its flying eaves and unadorned walls with the rocks and ancient trees, combine to give
it pride of place among the scenic delights of Sichuan. In particular, because it was constructed in commemoration of the
valiant Shu-Han general, Zhang Fei, it has almost become a place of pilgrimage for sightseers.

The Three Gorges reservoir region is also home to over one hundred distinguished examples of domestic architecture
in a local style, including individual structures, streets, public squares and groups of ancient dwellings. The two most
important groups are at the towns of Dachang on the bank of the Daning River in Wushan County, and Xintan in Zigui
County. Many places in Dachang still preserve the style of the Qing and even the Ming periods. The original southern,
western and eastern arterial roads of the old town and their gateways are all still in existence. The buildings lining the
roads are mostly in the enclosed courtyard (si he yuan) style, with two-storey shop fronts overlooking the street. Much of
the carved wooden latticework in the windows of the domestic buildings is of Qing or earlier date. One street preserves
almost completely its Qing Dynasty appearance, and is the site of the Wen Family Courtyard, a fine example of the
vernacular domestic architecture of the Qing period.

The town of Xintan straddles the two banks of the Xiling Gorge. During the late Qing period, this area gradually
established itself as a centre for craft and trade, and as the hub of a transportation network, and many of the fine residences
that the ship masters and merchants contended with one another to build can be seen to this day. Tragically, in 1986 there
was a severe landslide in Xintan which in one day destroyed the perfectly preserved Qing period streets and many of the
dwellings on the north bank. The southern bank nevertheless still preserves over thirty domestic buildings attractively
disposed along the sloping hillside. Most still retain a gatehouse, entrance hall, open courtyard, guest hall, side rooms and
main hall, largely of brick and wood, with the major beamwork following the “pierced dipper” (chuan dou) style of
construction and the portals and railings heavily decorated with relief carvings. It is exceptionally unusual to find such a
well-preserved collection of Qing period domestic dwellings.

The antiquities of the Three Gorges span tens of thousands of years, and follow a long path through history, guided by
a unique natural geographic environment. Their further study will broaden our understanding of how better to subse-
quently build up the Three Gorges region; sincere reflection regarding them will deepen respect for the history of the Three
Gorges. If one should wonder what attitude those involved in this historic process ought to adopt, let us rather imagine it
would be one of unprejudiced open-mindedness, giving free rein to flights of the imagination.

History has already come and gone, and the future is without limit, but eternal human spirit runs through them both.
It is precisely at the urgings of this human spirit that we look back with fondness at our innocent and beloved years of
childhood, and long to recover that simple and unaffected attitude of mind.

Would that we might keep, in the landscape of tomorrow’s Three Gorges, as much as possible of that childlike spirit!

Yu Weichao
10" March 1998, before dawn.

The National Museum of Chinese History



exceptional periods of flooding. Similar inscriptions have been preserved in many other countries, but nowhere is there
such a rich collection as in the Three Gorges Region. In the reservoir region alone, below the 177 metre contour, there are
ninety inscriptions datable to eleven different years of major flooding since the Song Dynasty, a vital resource for the study
of patterns of Changjiang flooding.

The drought inscriptions are records of low water levels, sometimes in verse, carved into the bed rock on the bank of
the Changjiang. The ancient Chinese believed that if water levels in this region fell to expose the rock of the river bed, it
presaged a bumper harvest next year, and so there are many such inscriptions in the reservoir area. The vast majority of
these inscriptions are concentrated at just six localities, Lotus Rock in Jiangjin County, Spirit Rock in Chongqing, Greet-
ing Spring Rock in Baxian County, White Crane Ridge in Fuling County (where the inscriptions are particularly numerous),
Dragon’s Bed Rock in Fengdu County, and Dragon’s Back Rock in Yunyang County. White Crane Ridge was originally
a natural rock pontoon on the bed of the Changjiang close to its northern bank. A stone fish was carved into it as a water-
level mark during the Tang Dynasty. Over 160 texts are inscribed along the 220-metre long central section of the stone
Ridge, a total of over 30,000 characters recording 72 instances of exceptionally low water levels over a 1200-year span
from the first Guangde year of the Tang up to the early years of this century. This site has earned itself the epithet “the
world’s most ancient hydrology statton™, and on account of its importance has been awarded the status of National Level
Protected Cultural Relic.

Over the last two thousand years, the level of the Changjiang has been gradually raised, and the earliest of low water
level inscriptions are at Spirit Rock in the Chaotianmen area of Chongqing. According to documentary sources, the
earliest of the inscriptions on Spirit Rock were carved during the Jianwu reign period of the Guangwu emperor in the early
Eastern Han Dynasty. Later inscriptions include one dating to the third year of the Yixi reign period of the Eastern Jin (407
AD), and over ten inscriptions from the Tang Dynasty and later. It would appear that with the gradual rise in water levels,
the bedrock on the banks of this stretch of the Changjiang was rarely exposed above the water line after the Tang Dynasty,
and so new locations for the carving of low water inscriptions were selected downstream at White Crane Ridge and other
sites. Regrettably, since the end of the Qing period, the Spirit Rock inscriptions have never been exposed above the water
line; only by relying on subsequent sub-aqua searches will we be able to determine the exact content of these inscriptions.

The earliest structures above ground in the reservoir region are two Eastern Han monumental stone gateways (que) in
Zhongxian County: the anonymous tomb gateway of which only the right hand side survives, and the Dingfang Gateway
which underwent rebuilding in the Ming period.

The most beautiful building is undoubtedly Shibaozhai in Zhongxian County. Although the structure is of compara-
tively recent date (construction was only begun during the reign of the Ming emperor Wanli, and it was repeatedly restored
during the Qing Dynasty), this building presents an imposing aspect, rising up from the north bank of the Changjiang up
the side of Jade Seal Hill. The main body of the structure comprises nine storeys with a total height of thirty-five metres,
atop which stands a three storey turret. In design it is an excellent example of the southern multi-storey style. Viewed
from the distance of the river, it rises as a pinnacle between the bright sky and the shimmering water, the dark roof-tiles and
the red lacquered walls half hidden behind green leaves; it is indeed one of the great gems of the Changjiang Three Gorges.

The Zhang Fei Temple in Yunyang County is the building which is held in the highest esteem by the local people.
This complex of buildings and gardens on the north bank of the Changjiang was first built sometime before the seventh
year of the Xuanhe reign of the Northern Song (1125 AD), and very likely went through much subsequent restoration and

rebuilding, until eventually it was thoroughly destroyed by the severe floods in the ninth year of the Tongzhi reign in the
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