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PREFACE

As the great man of a generation, MaoZetun, the first president of PRC, had left a splen-
did and gloriously radiant page on the grand, colorful history picture;as a kind of memento or
work of art, the badges with MaoZetun s likeness (simplified as the Badge ) not only provide ex-
tremely rich materials of various kinds for artistic appreciation to the contemporaries and later
generations, but also supply a special proof for people to study the history .

The making of the Badge began in 1937, it s a product coming from the chinese people’ s
strong love and great respect to their leader MaoZetun . The unprecedented climax of making it
was the ten years from 1966 to 1976, hence a unique culture phenomenon in the chinese modern
history came into being . So we say colecting and studying the Badge today is actually a looking ~
back and studying of the history;the significance and value of collecting and studying is sure to
grow with each passing day, and this has already become an important category of modern
culture. However, there is still no high — qualified and high — standard reference books with
pictures and appraisals introducing the Badge, this is really a great regret .

In order to celebrating the 100 anniversary of MaoZetun' s birth, we compile and publish
this reference book named * Pictorial Appraisal of the Collection of Badges with MaoZetun ' s
Likeness'. Through the book, we aim to reflect an aspect of the contemporary history from the
angle of relic collection so as to provide readers abundant pictorial materials to make a careful
acknowledgement and studying of the contem porary chinese history; while from the angle of
badge — art, the book contributes to the enthusiasts, collectors, scholars and connoisseurs at home
or abroad a "data bank” of the Badge. Which has a great amount of items, com prehensive as-
sortments and many set — badges. The followings are three obvious features of this reference
book *

1.1t boasts fairly high value of collecting and studying the Badge and even high academic
value . Since collectors cooperating with us are really of good fame and their collections are very
appealing and valuable . Before compiling the book , we made a nationwide investigation and af-
ter repeatedly comparing, we decided to adopt the collection of Mr. HuangMiaoxing - - a
ShangHai collector — ~ as the main content of the book , which to be supplemented by the adop-
tion of collections of other collectors from ShangHai and BeiJing, of course, there is no doubt that
their collection of the Badge is the best, the biggest and the richest .

Here, we ' dlike to recommend Mr . Hang to you, he is an outstanding man in the circle of
collecting the Badge, till now he has collected more than 20, 000badges with MaoZetun ' s
likeness , which are made of no less than 20 different materials; his collection is of more than 10,
000 assortments including several hundreds sets of set — bsadges, above 90 of them are especially
precious since they were made gefore 1966 . Really, his collection Room is like a sea of the Badge,

tn which there are lots * treasures’ .

2. The Badge we adopt are of large assortments and high standard . We devide the badges



into three categories according to their year of making, they are 1937 — 1965, 1966 — 1976, 1977

— 1998 three history pretods. The Badge made in different period have different features of the
time and artistic style. There are 5, 000 kinds of badges in the book , including 162 sets of set —
badges, 238 pairs of pair — badges, 12 series of group — badges, 67 sets of badges containing spe-
cial content and picture, 800 single badges. They basically reflect the rich forms, materials,
assortments, formats, techniques , producing areas, styles, models of the Badge. You may not be-
lieve that the adopted 5, 000 kinds of badges are chosen one by one from several ten thousands of
badges by our editors, their several monthes’ hard work of repeatedly weighing and considera-
tion gives everyone the confidence for the high quality of the book .

3. The shooting , printing , binding and layout of the book are of fairly high quality. Since
the basic material of the Badge is mainly metal, which easily reflects light , so there existed great
difficulty for the work of shooting . It cost us three monthes of time to find a set of practical and
effective measures of shooting and we had made a set of special shooting installations, thus satis-
Sactorily solved the problem . During the three monthes, we did several hundreds times of test —
shooting , once we even did shooting under the no — shadow lamp in a hospital’ s operation room .
As to the aspects of designing formats and layout as well as printing , we tried hard to organi-
cally combine graveness, harmony, beauty and good taste together in order to reach the ideal state
which is pleasing to both the eyes and the mind .

The book adopts a wunified stylistic layout, that is, on each page, under the pictures of
badges, there are notes telling you their names, materials, sizes, inscriptions on the back and
price for reference. We use ‘cm’ indicating the size, ‘D’ for circular badges, ‘1%’ for badges
with protruding upper or lower parts; ‘¥ X %’ for square badges . There is no indication of the
unit of measuring, indications for the size are followed by inscription on the back , which are al-
most the original ones except for specific corrected simplified words ; the prices are formulated by
referring to 1993’ s ShangHai, Beiling and international price standards together with the de-
8ree of quantity of the assortment . The prices we give are about 70 percent lower than the inter-
national standard .

During the whole process of publishing this book , Mr . Zhu Shuxin (the president of Beiling
Publishing House), Mr . Tao Xincheng (the general editor ), Mr . Xu Huiguo (the deputy gener-
al editor ) have given precious advice and much supporting to us; besides, Mr . Zhang Zhaoji,
Mr . ziong Digiang, Mr. Wang Hui also have given us lots of help. The Beiling JingMei Color
Printing Ltd . Co. has made great contribution to the fine quality and short printing cycle of the
book . We feel so grateful to the great efforts they made for us and readers, here, we express our
sincere thanks to them .

Though we spare no efforts in compiling the book and try best not to make any mistake, be-
cause we haven’t much experience in doing this, careless oversight ma_); be inevitable . we hope

readers and experts oblige us with your valuable comments .

The Editing Committee of
{Pictorial Appraisal of the Badges with MaoZetun’ s Likeness)
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A Preliminary Studying of
Collecting The Badge With MaoZetun’s Likeness

As a great man of a generation, MaoZetun accomplished outstanding achievements; as the
product of a history time, the badges with Mao’s likeness(simplified as ‘the Badge’ )have become
the heating objects secrambled by collectors for collecting. This has come to be an important proof
for the studying of history. The Badge has reached the artistic summit of badges at home or
abroad, no matter it’s said from the aspect of quantity and assortment, or the aspect of the crafts-
manship and quanlity. had collected above 20, 000 badges made of 27 kinds of materials, these in-
clude more than 10,000 different kinds, among them are 120 comlete sets of set — badges and 91
badges made before 1966.

Here, ['d like to talk frankly about what I have learned from the collecting of the Badge with
men of the same line, hoping that by my offering a few commonplace remarks so that others may
come up with valuable opinions.

I . The approach for classifying the Badge:

In my point of view, mastering a reasonable and scientific approach for classifying is the vital
step in the collecting of the Badge, since only with the approach can the job of collecting be pro-
moted to a much higher level. The necessity of the approach will become keener and keener with
the increasing amount of your collection . The way I adopt is to classify the Badge according to the
characters on their backs. Firstly, put together those badges whose characters mean the same
thing. Secondly, from the above choose out those whose characters are at the same part, put them
together. Thirdly, from the chosen ones pick out those whose characters are of the same form, put
them together. Lastly, pay attention to see whether the frontages of the picked abadges are of the
same style and have the comprehensive content. Hence you’ll find it’s easy to distinguish set —
badges and be able to/correctly differentiate the original format, copied format and borrowed
format.

II . How to distinguish the year of the Badge:

We devide the Badge’s year of making and publishing into four great periods:

1. The first period is from 1937 to Sept.30,1949. The Badge made and published during this
period are called badges before the liberation. This kind of badge is the lest, only ten of this kind
have been found till now. There are four types of this kind of badges :The first type is made by
hand, the base of it is iron sheet , while the little head sculpture is made by covering Mao’s photo
of the head with transparent materials like film. The second type is stroked and pressed by
machines, the badge(a siler msdal) issued by the North — China Anti - Japanese Democratic Feder-
ated Army in 1937 belongs to this type,it’s also the precious one whose year of making is found to
be the earlist till now. The Histiory Museum of ChineseRevolution preserves a badge with Mao’s
likeness,it’s a Gloden Medal made as a special — class Hero Medal around the yearwhen the city
ShenYang was liberated, it also belongs to thesecond type; these two badges were both made in

the North ~ East which boastedthe most advanced industry, so craftsmanship is delicate. The third



type is made of the wrapper of toothpaste. ChengHaoshu, the son of Marshal ChengYi, donateed a
badge of this type to the History Museum of Chinese Revoluticn, this badge was made by NingZ-
ifeng and some other are workers of the NuYi Art Troupe in 1946, arter having been made, it was
presented by them to the presidium of “the Seventh Congress’ . The fourth type is a flat — shaped
badgeissued when the liberation of the whole country was at hand, on it the left side is a little
scrulpture of Mao’s head with a eight — angled hat, there is a sentence of seven characters on the
middle and right part, the sentence means”Carry the revolution through to the end”.

2. The second period is from Octo. 1, 1949 to 1965. The Badge made during this period is
called Badge after the liberation . Among these badges, medals for military exploits, model workers
and various kinds of commemorative medals were predominant, they were mainly made of the
compound of copper and fine gold, some were made of copper of siler or gold or iron or porcelain or
lead. This kind of badges has very high value of collecting and studing, since at the that time, the
issued amount was small, the assortments were few and they were made a long time ago, so there’
s only a few are saved, while most of them are lost, thus they become the heating objects scramied
by collectors for collecting.

3. The third period is from 1966 to 1967. Badges made during this period are called badges of
“the Culture Revolution” . No other kinds of badges can be comparied with this kind at everything
from the quantity to the assortment to the quality of them, because they were made by people wha
were most dependable at politics and also with the finest carftsmanship chosen from the Centr_al to
the locality, from armies to factories and enterprises by many administrative units, these people
emplayed the best machines and finese raw materials to make the Badge, so they can be called as
‘the Utmost of the World, Badges’. The Badge of ‘the Culture Revolution ' initiated a new form
which is called set —badge so that add some fresh content for collectors.

4.The fourth period is from 1977 to 1993. These badges are called badges of the latest time.
The making of them was rushed tyrough by people, since they must finish them quicked so as to
celebrate the 100 anniversary of Mao’ birth, most of them are commemorative medals. Both the o-
riginal and secondary pictures on the badges of early time and ‘the Culture Revolution’ were put
seperately on the right and reverse sides of the fourth king, so they are not suitable for wearing.
What’s more, although they were made under the modern condition, they can never be equal to
those delicate badges of ‘the Culture Revolution’ .

[ . The approach for classifying the Badge according to their functions:

The Badge can be devided into three categories according to their functions: the first category
is the Badge for wearing, it has the most large amount and constitutes 95 percent of all the Badge;
the second is the Badge for hanging, it was made because of people’s desire for showing their love
to president Mao, they thought the bigger the Badge is, the more love for Mao they showed, so the
Badge became so heavy that it couldn’t be wore, but can only be hung.Only a few of this kind can
be found, they constitute 0.5 percent of all the Badge; besides, the Badge for hanging were only
made during the period — "the Culture Revolution”. The third category are badges for decoration,
they have two hasic forms:one refers to gadges have bases or stands themselves; another refers to
those that can’t be laid out without the provision of stands, such as procelain plates, bricks etc. Be-

sides all the above, there exists another category, they are busts or full - length statues, the form of
— 6 J—



these large badges is simple, their assortwents of them are few.

IV . The approach for classitying the Bdage according to their forms:

There are four categories of the Badge according to their forms: The first category is single -
badge, they are made by some unit which taking up a certain content on the base of a certain
stylistic designing this category constitutes 70 percent of all the Badge. The second category is pair
- badge, the two badges of a pair always have internal relationship with each other, generally
speaking, they have no time order, this category constitutes only 3 percent of all the Badge. The
third category is group — badge, this refers to a group of badges (no less than three) expressing the
same idea, be made by the same unit and having the same characters, this kind only constitutes 2
percent of all the Badge. The fourth category is set — badge, why we now call it set — badge is be-
cause they just appcar as a set at everything from the conception to the design to the making and
publishing . There are two proofs for this:one is there are numbers on about 30 percent of all set —
badges, some numbers on them are fairly standard, they just like numbers on stamps, for instance,
there is a set of set — badges including ten, the numbers on them are 10— 1,10 = 2------ 10 - 10; the
other proof is that almost 2 percent of the set — badge have fixed format, that is, they have special-
ly made color fromat of hard papers,on the fixed fromat, every badge has its special position, and
there are characters unders it, this category of set - badge constitutes 25 percent of all the Badge.

V .Six criterions for judging the set — badge, the followings are the detailed content:

1. A set of badges must be around a special idea or some special content;such as ‘nine revolu-
tionary sample opcras’, ‘MaoZetun's poems and verses’, ‘ Mao Zetun visiting some sacred places
of revolution’and so and so.

2.Set — badge must have the identical publishing unit, the identical content of the characters
on the back, which must be of the same type and at the same place on the back, besides, the marks
on the back also must be the same.

3.3et — badge must have the same style of making, this refers to the idientical feature and
means of the designers, for example, some badges all have the sun behind the head; some all have

protruding sccondary pictures at the lower place; or some all have a sentence quoted from Mao’s

poems.

4.Every badge of a set must has content relating to each other, that’s to say, the former and
latter must have reciprocal relationship of supplementing and supporting. Supoose, the set about
‘Mao Zetun visiting some sacred places of revolution”includes 5 badges, they are arranged in a

strict order of time, the five places are ShsoShan, JingGanshan; ZhunYi; Yan'an and Tian’

anmeng .

5. A set must include at least 2 badges.

6. A sct must have been arranged in a certain order.

As to some sets, if they comply with all the six criterions except the second one, that’s noth-
ing serious, but a standard set must go with at least three items of the five in the second
requirment.

In the latest years, I have made a careful arrangement of my collection of the Badge according
to the six standards. I have collected 120 complete sets of sef - badges another 164 sets are not

complete, The collection and arrangment of set — badge has been long laid stress on by collector
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since it"s the advanced stage of that of the Badge.

VL. A brief intrddﬁctio‘n 'of the Badge made of different materials:

I am afraid,no one can say that he knows there are exact how many kinds of materials for
making> the Badge.Even in the years when the Badge were widely spreaded, people could at most
find badges made of ten kinds of materials, while I have collected badges made of 27 useful kinds
of materials, they are: gold, silver, shell, jade, rubber, glass, bakelite, board made of wood fillings,
stainless steel, wood, lead, zinc, copper, paper, bamboo, procelain, bones, enamel, hard plastic, soft
plastic, luminous powdor, chromium, iron sheet, casted aluminum, ploxiglass, aluminum, lecther,
etc. By collecting the Badge made of all kinds of materials, I aim to acknowledge and grasp the
measures and scale of the making of them at then time so as to have an idea of the cra{tsmanship
of different areas of the whole nation. 7

V. My viowing the collecting and studying of badges possessing special ideas:

The detailed content of the specially - titled badges shall be decided by the collectors
themselves, In my point of view, there are two kinds of it, one is to collect badges according to the
pictures on the frontages; such as Mao’s waving hands or making inspection or wearing straw —
hats or setting off to AnYuan; the other is to collect according to the characters on the back, such
as those memmotarative medals signed with ‘the Revolutionary Committee’ and also badges made
by the military commands and factories that produced badges and medals. In short, thes specially’
titled badges have recorded the history of that time from different aspects and angles, this riches
the content of collection for collectors and also add proof for historians to study the history.

I held my first personal exhibition of badges with MaoZetun’s likeness in ShangHai on June,
27,1991. Since then, reporters from XinHua News Agency, China Daily, Liberation Daily, The
Youth Daily, HuNan Daily, ShangHai People’s Radio, ShangHai Pictorial News, Overseas News
and America’s National Magazing House of Geography have interviewed me and made reports;
ChangZhou TV,CCTV,HUNan TV, HeBei TV respectedly filmed me and my collection, what’s
more the Central China Documentary Film Factory specially shot a film ‘New Looking of China’
(No.9309) on June 1,1992.1 was awarded the title ‘Genis’ for ‘the collection of the set — badge’
by the ShangHai Great World and my name has been recorded in the book ‘Unusually Talented
People at Collecting’ published by the ShangHai Academy of Social Sciences, the article is titled
‘He Collects That Period of History’ . In order to help more people to appreciate the essence of the
Badge Art, I have held several exhibitions, which including the one that held in Mao’s former resi-
dence — DiShuidong, at the exhibition, I showed vistors more than 10, 000 badges, the exhibition
won't be end till June, 1, 1994.

I earn a poor income, so I can’t afford buying cigatettes and wines. Anyhow, without them, I
am be able to spend all my savings to persue my favorite undertaking. Since living in a small
house, I have to put my boxes and cases containing my collection near the walls or hang the badges
on the walls. I feel so pleased to study and appreciate my collection when in the dead night. will
never feel regret{ul for what I have done no matter what I will meet in the future, I know there is

still a long way full of frustrations before me, while I believe I can reach my destination if I make

continous efforts. Yes, [ believe!

Huang Miaoxin




