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Preface

Porcelain ware n China was onginated from rhe Shang Dynastv and druing over ewo chou-
sand years of 1ts developement, <cladon ware in Zhepiang province was prevailing ever since
the Tang Dynasty, which took che shape of ‘bluc in the South and white in the North,
Porcelain makiog in the Narthern and Southern Song Dynasncs had reached the climax of
‘lecting 2 hundred flowers blossom.” Then through the developement from the Yuan Dynasty
w the Ming and Qiog Dvnastics, the biue and white parcelam in lingde Town beczme rhe
mztn trend in China's porcelain production whereas white porcelzin, celadon and orher glazed

painted porcelain of different colours were gust served 2» 2 foil,

Since 1950, an upsurge of studving Chinz's blue and white porcelain ware has been set
of f n che porcelain academic circle 2t homce 2nd abroad. Many disscrrarions and monographs
on the onigin of blue and white porcelarn 2nd sources of the clav were published.

Blue and white porcelain way decorated with glazed coloured drawings and the study of
which from successive dynascies is not only an integral pare in the history of blue and whice
parcelsin bur also ts of much vilue which cznnot be ncglected from the angle of painting
history,

The paiatings on the bluc and whice porcelzin in the Yuap Dinasty had been Slosely relared
to China's traditionz | constructiva decoration patterns, embrodercd brocade pareerns and the panern
styles of Tslamic areas in the Middle Ezst This s 4 spectal subject for rescarch.

Even 1o the Ming Dynasty when otficizl kiln cur blocks for porcelain micture patterns were
pepuolar. The drawings on blue and white porcelain- ware  possessed with some folk porgelain
paintings Filled wich the Flzvour of life, especially when of ficial kiln cur blocks were ae a
low rtide, such as under the ceignsof Zhengtong,Jingrar and Tiznshuen Later under the reigns
of Checnhua and Hongrhi, rhese was no lzck of pure and fresh works among foik kiln por-
celain pawntings, which followed the remainming ¢harm of the previows threc reigns. Espe-
cially in cthe lacver period of Wanl, official kiln porcelain production was dechining while

the tolk kiln prodection was increasing with the developement of market need ac home and

abroad The picrare patteros did noc ymicate the of Ficial kiln samples and the purcelain painters
wroed their aucnrion ourside Jingde Town o Jungxi painting stvle and s neighbaouring
L province Anhur's erwched plate pictuess o lovk for references  Ac thar ume. the blue and




white pozcelain paintings constituted an imporaanc part an the folk paintings, and some of
3 which were outstanding under the Tiangi and Chongrheng reigns. The famous Badashapren's
: patnnng style at the cnd of Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the (Qiog Dvnasty counld whl
g of the iokbting of the blue and whitc porcelain painting> even under the Tiang rcing

There exists a wide and decp rescarch area in the blue and white porcelain paining wire

which almast remains untouched 1n the past

My bosom friend Zhang Pu Shen, graduated from History Department, Fudan University (n

1957 and was admied in  the cacrly 60° s as a disciple of the latc famous connoisscur of
old poteery 2od porcclain, Mr Wang Zhs Ming, 1s now a member of the National Culcural
Relics Appratsal Committec He has been whoflv engaged in the rescacch of blue and whice
potcelain painting for over 20 ycars, busy collecung materials cverywhere. Several thoosand
of blue and whire porcelain samples were made under his care. Now invited by Shanghai
People’s Att Publishing Housc, he cssenual works were selected and compiled into this co-
Hection, According to the contents of the pzintings, it is devided into plants, :nima’ls. figures
and landscape etc, chronologically. This collection contzins 53 colour pages and 197 black and
white ones as well as resezrch aericles on the subgect. Clearly and concisely classificd, ir is

casy to upderstand. I was honoured 10 read she original collection and found that this well-
grounded collection instantly widened my knowledge This collection of * Blue and White
Porcelain Painting Appreciation’ dedicated to the readers now is really Mr Zhaog Pu Shen's
over 0 years painstaking labour. The publication of it will surely bring us benifit in fomi-
larizing and grasping the characteristics and the developement of blue and white porcelain
painting in virious dynastics of China’s history.

deputy director of Shanghai Museem By Wang Qing Zheng
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Preface

Purcedain ware 1o China was onginated from the Shaeg Dyvoasy and druing over two thou-
vand vears of arv developement, celadon ware an Zhepang provinge was prevailing ever sinee
the Tang Chonasnn, whith touk the shape ol “hlue 1n the Sourh and white 1n the Marth
Porcelam makiog 1n the Nuortheen 2nd Scuchern Song Dyndsues had teached the chimax of
letting 3 hundred flowers blossom Then through the developement from the Yuan Dvodsty
ta the Ming and (Qing Dveasoies, the bive and whie porcelamn 1 lingde Town bewvame the
main trend an Chinag » porcelarn production whereas whaee porcelain, celadon and other glized
rawmted porcelain of differeno colours were qusr served as a2 fol

sioce 1930w an upsurge of swdving Chena « blue and white porcelain ware has been et
of i an the porcelam academac crdde ot home and abroad Many disertations and monographs
an the orvgin of blue and white porcelain and sources of the duy were publinhed

Blue and white porcelitn was decorated with glised woloured drawings and the sudy of
which from succossve dyvnastios vonoe only an integral part an the basewry of blue 2nd white
porcetam hut alw iy of much value which cinnot he neglected from the angle of painting
history

The parntings on the Blue snd white porcelan o the Yuan Damastn had been Sfosely relared
to Chang' s tradioenal construcoion decorstion patterns, embrodered brocade patteros and the pauera
stvdes of Isamic zreas o the Middle Fast This 1 a spectd | osubjeet for resvarch

Even n the Mang Dradsiv when official kln cur blocks Tor pourcelain preture patterns were
popular The drewings on blue 4nd white poreclain ware pussessed with some folk pureelain
pantings fabled woath the flavour of hite, evpeonlh when ofifab Xiln vur blocks were a1y
luw ode, such 4 under the teensof Zhengtong. Jingtat and Tiandiuen Lirer under the seigns
of Chenhus and Hongrhio there was no lick of pure and fresh works among folk keln por-
celain painnings, which followed the remaming charm of the preveoos three reogns Eape
vially e che lawer period of Waah, offioal dale porcelaiim producoon wds dechiming whale
ing tolk kiln prodwinion was amcreasing wath the developement of marker peed a4t home and
sbroad The poure patterns dad nor amitace the of Tl kiln sumples and the porcelam pareres
turned thewr attennion outside Jingde Town tw Juangs paenng sivle and s neighbouning

provime Anhw's enhed plare purores o0 ok for references At thet ome, the blue and




whire porcelamn paintings consrruted an amporoant pars 1o the folk primongs, and some of
whith were outstanding wnder the Tungr and Chongrheng reigns The temous Badashanren's
Panting sevle ar the end wof Mung Dynasn and the beginning of the hag Dyvnasny could el
of the nkling of the bluc and white porcelain paionngs cven undet the Tieng reing
There exives 3 wide and deep research ares o the blue and whire porelain panang ware
which Jlmuost remans warvuched o the pasr

My busom Iriend Zhang Pu Shen, griduared from Heaors Deparoment, Fudan Universiey an
1957 and was admutred 1 the edrh 60 « av a diaiple of che lite famous connoisseur of
old poriery and porcelam, Mr Wang Zhy Ming. 1+ now a member of the Nanonal Culwral
Relies Apprasal Commeriee He has becen wholly cngagcd i the research of bifuc and white
rorcelatn painung for over 230 vears, busy collecting materals everywhere  Scveral thousand
of blue and white porcclain samples were made under his care Now anvieed by Shanghat
People™s Arc Publishing Howse, be esennal works were selected and compiled inw this co-
Necrion According 1o the contears of the paintings, 0 oy devided 1nto plans, amimals, figures
and landsizpe et chronotogually  This collecoion contains 33 colour pages and 1‘)7' biack and
white ones as well 23 research arncles 6n the subgect Clearly and concisely classified, it 15
casy to understand 1 was honoured to read the arigenzl collecrtonand found that this wella
grounded collectivn instancly widened my knowledge This collection of ' Blue 2nd Whice
Porceclain Pawnuing Apprecianon’ dediated w the readers now 1s cecally Mr Zhang Pu Shen's
vrer 20 vears painstaking labour The publicatron of 1t will surcly bring us benifit in fami-
lzrizing and grasping the characterisucs and the developement of bluc and white porcelain
rainuing in vazrious dynasnies of China's history

deputy dircceor of Shanghai Musuem By Wang Qing Zheng
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