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Bird's-eye view of Banpo Museum in Xi‘an
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The museum, first of its kind, is located on a
terrace with captivating scenery on the east bank
of Chan River, Banpo Museum is 800 metres from
the river, and about six kilometres from Xian Ci-

ty, The famous textile industrial centre in the

whole north— west of China known as “The Texti-
le City” is situated behind it,
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The museum is also the only one built on a neolithic
site, Its rich collection and unique arrangements attract
scholars and tourists from all over the world, About
000,000 Chinese and foreign visitors come to see the site

every year,Banpo village, which was hardly noticed
some 30 years ago, has been made world-famous by the
magnificent prehistoric culture, The picture on the right
was taken in the fifties when peasants were visiting the
site under excavation and presenting cultural relics
which they had found before the excavation,
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The life style and value judgement of mankind are changing rapidly as a result of the revolution in
science and technology and the quick development of economy of the present world, However this has not
brought about any reduction in man's introspection into the infant days of mankind,for man's life is a great
chain process with its present happenings foretelling the future while firmly based on the past, We should be
very grateful to the archaeologists whose excavations of the historical sites of the remote primitive past have
made it possible for us to look back upon the immortal creative power of mankind, and to derive ideas and
strength for creating new history,

All this and much more are the significance of the historical site of Banpo introduced in this book,

In 1953, the rich cultural remains at Banpo drew the attention of archaeologists, Through the careful
excavation of three years, from 1954 to 1957, a great deal of cultural remains of primitive people were
found, and the living conditions of Banpo people who lived somewhat 6,000 years ago were seen again, This
splendid achievement was immediately the focus of world attention, In 1957 Vice Premier Chen Yi inspected the
site under excavation and suggested that a museum be set up on the spot, The very following year Banpo
Museum, which was built with a special fund allocated by the State Council .was completed and opened to
public on April first,
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This was .t_he, Banpo Site
30 years ago, A little left to
the centre of the picture, a
peasant is pioughing the field,
He never imagined that there
would be a worldknown mu~—
seum set up here just a few
years later, People did mnot

. realize how significant this

discovery was until the rich
cultural remains left by Ban-
ﬁo people some 6,000 years
ago gradually appeared under
the small shovels of the ar-
chaeologists,
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