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WUSIH — A WELL-KNOWN
CITY IN EAST CHINA

Wousih, the well-known city in East China, is situated at the
lower Yangtse Valley, in the south-east of Kiangsu Province.
With the Grand Canal passing southward through the city and
the Shanghai-Nanking Railway running from east to west, Wusih
has very convenient transport facilities both by land and by
water.

Wusih is an old city. Its history covers a period of more
than three thousand ycars. Before the collapse of the Shang
Dynasty (about 1600-1100 B. C.), Tai-po, the prince royal of
king of Chou which by that time still claimed vassalage to the
Shang Dynasty, sought to lead a hermit lhife in East China on
the pretext for gathering medicinal herbs. His purpose was to
abandon the succession to the throne in favour of his youngest
brother, Chi-li, who in later history was elaimed as the First
Emperor of Chou Dynasty. Tai-po then established his kingdom
by the name of Wu at Meili in the vicinity of Wusih. During
the reign of the twentyfourth King of Wu, He-lu, the capital
was moved to Soochow. The Kingdom of Wu remained until
the period of Warring States (475-221 B, C.) when it was defeated
by the Kingdein of Yueh and was in turn annexed by the King-
dom of Chu. Thus, the area around Wusih was conferred



upon Prince Huang Hsieh of Chu (Ch’un-shen-chun) as his
fief.

According to the legend, tin ore was discovered during the
period of Warring States at Hsi Shan in the western suburb
of Wusih and was excavated in large quantities until the deposit
was exhausted at the time during the reign of the First Emperor
of Han Dynasty. People also said that a stone tablet was dug
out at the foot of Hsi Shan with the following engraved senten-
ces: “If there is tin, there would be weapons and consequently
would have incessant wars. If there is no tin, there would be
peace.”” Hence this place was called Wu-sih——the word “Wu”
corresponds to the English equivalent of “no”, and ‘“‘sih” is the
transliteration of the Chinese character “tin”. This legend re-
flects the wishes of the people who have become war-weary and
are peace-loving.

Locating in a region of rivers and lakes with mild climate
and fertile soil, Wusih has always been a ‘“natural granary”
from ancient times, and was one of the four important rice mar-
kets in the old days owing to the convenience of water trans-
portation. Later, Wusih also became a raw silk producing area.
It is regarded as ‘““Petty Shanghai” in modern times. With the
development of capitalistic industry and commerce, the mills
and the factories of filature, textile and grain processing were
established. The period of thirty years after liberation has
rejuvenated this old city to recover its youthful vigour. With
the development of farming, forestry, animal husbandry, side-
line production and fishery in an all-round way, Wusih is at

present a medium-sized industrial city principally noted for its



engineering, metallurgical, electronics, and chemical industries,
while its traditional industries of filature and textile have been
rearranged, continuing to contribute to the prosperity of Wusih,

Facing the clear waters of the Lake Tai on the east and
leaning against the green slopes of Hui Shan on its back, Wusih
1s a picturesque city famous for its scenic beauty. Tourists will
certainly be delighted to have sightseceing on the Turtle-head
Islet where they will enjoy the wide expanse of Lake Tai, the
mists and waves stretching far into the distance, numerous hil-
locks and islets faintly visible between the sailing boats, and
the waves roaring incessantly. Li Yuan, a garden on the shore
of Li Lake, derived its name from the famous statesman Fan Li
who lived there some two thousand years ago. This garden is
distinguished for its ingentously constructed long corridor with
lattice windows as well as for the elaborately arranged rockeries.
Looking from Li Yuan’s Mid-lake Pavilion, tourists will be ama-
zed by the colourful scenery as if they were themselves in a
landscape painting. The Plum Garden full of plum treces pre-
sents another type of scenery. In the early spring, the red flowers
of plum trees covered by white snow exude out their fragrant
smelling. Hsi-Hui Park is sandwiched in between Hui Shan
which is said to be ‘“‘the most beautiful mountain in East China”
and Hsi Shan which has always been regarded as the symbol
of Wusih. This park is not only a place of popular resort but
is also a great reserve of scenic spots and historical sites for peo-
ple’s enjoyment. To mame a few: the Sun-Moon Pond and
Fragrant-flower Bridge are relics of the period of Northern and
Southern Dynasties (420-581 A. D.); ‘“The Second Spring in



China” and the Pine-soughing Pavilion were passed down from
the T’ang Dynasty (618-907 A. D.); the Chi-chang Yuan and
Lung-kuang Pagoda can be dated back to the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644 A, D.); the Bamboo-stove Chamber and the Cloud-
gathering Tower are constructions of the Ch’ing Dynasty (1644-
1911 A. D.). Many poets, painters and calligraphers have left
their authentic brush works at these scenic spots.

Wausih is a place propitious for giving birth to large number
of famous and talented men. The Temple of Hui Shan is proud
of having once been boarded and lodged by the young poet Li
Shen who attained his celebrity through diligence and became
one of the prominent chancellors of the T’ang Dynasty. Some
of Wusih’s native notables can be named as follows: Ku K’ai-
chih (346 ?-407? A. D.), Ni Yun-lin (1301-1374 A. D.), and
"Wong Fu (1362-1416 A. D.). They were three of the ten great
painters of our country. Wong Hsi-chih (321-379 A, D.), the
most celebrated calligrapher, once took up his residence near
today’s City Central Park. Interesting anecdotes and amusing
narratives concerning these celebrities have been circulated far
and wide as folklore in Wusih.

The clay-figurine produced at Hui Shan as a kind of folk
art has a history of over four hundred years and is full of distinc-
tive oriental artistic characteristics. Those clay figurines moulded
by handicraftsmen have been well known both at home
and abroad for their exquisite workmanship, vivid expression,
lively representation and charming appearance. The Wusih
opera which has been developed on the foundation of local ditty

is loved by the local residents and is very popular in the urban



and rural neighbourhood districts. “The Second Fountain Under
The Moonlight”, a melody of “erhu” (a two-stringed bowed
instrument), composed by the blind folk-artist Ah-ping (1893-
1950 A. D.), has long since been a favourite tune of Chinese
musicians as well as foreign performers.

To be sure, Wusih will from now on continue to ride on
the flying horse at top speed toward socialistic modernization
and within a short time will become a base for high-grade alloy
steel, power machinery, textile exports and electronics industries
of the Kiangsu Province. At the same time, it will be a centre
of tourist trade in the district of Lake Tai. By then, the
sight of Wusih will undoubtedly have been entirely changed

and more appealing.
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