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Congratulatory Message from the Editor — in — chief

‘Wa Yi

I am very happy that the pictorial ”Chinese Women May-
ors” which shows the graceful bearing of Chinese women par-
ticipating in politics has been published at the time when the
(Document of China Women Mayoa) has been publashed, A
feel happy samceaely.

Doubtless, China has more women mayors than any other
country in the world. This is an important sign of the emanci-
pation of Chinese women and the progress of society. Under
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. Chinese women
who had suffered for so long, used their youth and life to strug-
gle against old forces to greet the founding of New China, and
their own emancipation. They have won status in economic and
political fields. In the last 40 years. large numbers of talented
women have appeared who are as brilliant as stars in the sky
and who have become a vital force in the development of soci-
ety. Today, the new period of the reform and opening to the
outside world once again has brought new opportunities for
women. A vast field has been created which enables women to
manifest their abilities more freely and display their elegant de-
meanor.

We can say proudly that women mayors are an outstanding
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group among Chinese women. Casting away spiritual shackles
that bound them for thousands of years. they have self — re-
spect, self — confidence, self — dependence, and self — strength,
and are a model of Chinese women participating in politics.
Under the guidance of Marxist concepts of women and the su-
periority of the socialist system, they have fully displayed their
intelligence and wisdom. For the socialist cities of today and to-
morrow, they are diligent, dedicated, hardworking, have
made outstanding contributions and have brought forth the rich
fruits of success.

Since space forbids we can only introduce the achievements
of 52 women mayors in this book, just a small number of the
400 women mayors in China. But their images, their aspira-
tions, and their achievements in their official careers are suffi-
cient to demonstrate the brilliance and the prominence of this
group.

May all women mayors live up to their mission on their
honorable posts, work ccaselessly and unremittingly. May Chi-

nese women prosper and make unceasing progress!
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outline of Women Mayors and Deputy Mayors of China

Tao Siliang

Among the large number of mayors and deputy mayors in
China (the numder is about 4,000), there is a special and note-
able group — those mayors and deputy mayors who are monen.

This is an outsstanding group. Since the fouynding of the
New China, many women have accepted plsts as mayors and
deputy mayors; they are playing an important role one genera-
tion after another. Since China opened it door to the outside
world, a larger number of outstanding women are serving in
this position. They are deboted to their careers, possess lofty
moral characteristics, have good spiritual and mental qualities,
are eloquent speakers and articulate writers. They are well edu-
cated, 95 percent have a college education or more. Many of
them are young and vigorous. Eighty three percent are under
the age of 50, while 20 percent are under the age of 40. They
have more fortitude than men in making unremitting efforts to
improve themselves. They are honest in their posts, untouched
by corruption. They love their families, and although they have
heavy duties on the job, they try their best to be good wives
and mothers at home. They are understanding and caring. As a
result they successfully unite and influence their colleagues and
staffs. They are pretty and vivacious. They are true women.
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In March, 1991, the women mayors and deputy mayors
established an organization of their won — the China Women
Mayors’ Club. Its aim is, "to contribute to the development of
the cities, to help the women mayors and deputy mayors in
their works, and to undertake economic and trading cooperation
with foreign countries.” The president of the organization is
Ms Wu Yi, minister of Foreign Economic Relations and Trad
and former deputy mayor of Beijing. The executive president is
Ms Li Huifen, deputy mayor of Tianjin.

Rich activities have been held for the women mayors and
deputy mayors by the organization. They have sponsored semi-
nars, inspected cultural. educational and public health works,
visited abroad, held board meetings, working conferences and
meetings attended by all the women mayors and deputy may-
ors. Their footsteps are found in many parts of the country, in-
cluding Hangzhou. Sanmenxia, Guilin, Weihai, Qingdao,
Chengdu, Leshan, Shenyang, Anshan, Kushan and Shanghai.

No other country in the world has such a great number of
wonen serving as mayors or deputy mayors, It is an outstanding
mark of women’s liberation since the founding of the New Chi-
na. Today, the women mayors and deputy mayors of China are
not only sparkling on the ancient territory of China, they are
marching towards the modern world. They will surprise the
world! They will inspire the world! They will impress the

world
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