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146 The Siege in Peking

“* The question of the hour is how to restore
order, and at the same time secure the fruits of
a revolution which has so unexpectedly placed
the fate of China in the hands of foreign Powers,
Four measures appear to cover the ground:

“* 1. To undo the mischief done by her, let the
Empress Dowager be sent into exile, and let the
Emperor be restored to his proper authority, sub-
ject to @ concert of the great Powers.

“*2. Let all the acts of the Empress Dowager,
beginning with her coup d'élal and including the
appointment of her partisans, be cancelled, ex-
cept such as are approved by the new administra-~
tion.

“*3. Let the Emperor’s programme of reform
be resumed, and carried out with the sanction of
the Powers.

“! 4. Let the Powers mark out their spheres of
interest, and each appoint a representative to
control the action of provincial governments
within its own sphere. .

¢ For China, plete independence is neith
possible not advisable. The above plan would
keep existing machinery in operation, avert an-
archy, favor progress, and conciliate the support
of the most enlightened among the Chinese peo-
ple. The alternative is the overthrow of the-
present dynasty and the formal partition of the
empire—a process involving long and bitter con-
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flicts. By the scheme proposed, foreign Powers
will have time to mature their policy, and to in-

troduce gradual reforms, gaining vastly more

than they could hope to secure by open or violent
absorption, It is easy to govern China through
the Chinese ; impossible otherwise.'

“* PEKING, June 18, 1900.°
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